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Jury Sentencing Survey 3

How To Fill Out  
This Survey
We are interested in your views 

and personal opinions. There are 

no right or wrong answers.  

Please select the response  

which is closest to your view.

A1. In general, would you say current sentences for the following 

crime types are much too tough, a little too tough, about right, a 

little too lenient, or much too lenient? [please tick applicable box]

Much 
too 

tough

A little 
too 

tough 

About 
right

A little 
too 

lenient 

Much 
too  

lenient 

a.  Violent offences  
(not sexual)

b.  Property offences 

c. Drug offences  

d. Sex offences

A2. What type of sex offender did you have in mind when 

answering question B1d (i.e. sex offences) above?  

[please write your response below]

File No.

A3. In general would you say current sentences for the following 

types of sexual offence are much too tough, a little too tough, about 

right, a little too lenient, or much too lenient? [please tick the 

appropriate box]
Much 
too 

tough

A little 
too 

tough 

About 
right

A little 
too  

lenient 

Much 
too  

lenient 

a.  Child sexual 
abuse (victim 
under 12)

b.  Consensual 
sexual 
penetration 
of a young 
person ( 12-16) 

c.  Rape (adult 
victim)

d.  Production 
of child 
pornography

A4.  To what extent do you agree with the following statements? 

[please indicate your level of agreement by ticking the 

appropriate box]

  Here we use the term “judge” to cover both judges and 

magistrates who sentence offenders.

Strongly 
agree

Agree Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree

Disagree Strongly  
disagree

a.  The individual judge 
is the best person to 
choose an appropriate 
sentence for each 
case.

b.	 	I	am	satisfied	with	
the decisions that the 
courts make. 

c.	 	I	have	confidence	that	
judges impose an 
appropriate sentence 
most of the time.  

d.  Judges are in touch 
with what ordinary  
people think.
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Strongly 
agree

Agree Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree

Disagree Strongly  
disagree

e.  The death penalty 
should be the 
punishment  
for murder.

f.  People who break the 
law should be given 
stiffer sentences.

g.  Courts are too soft  
on offenders.

h.  The tougher the 
sentence, the less 
likely an offender is to 
commit more crime.

i.  Rehabilitation is not 
taken seriously by 
criminals.

j. High crime rates are 
mainly an indication 
that punishments are 
not severe enough.

k. The most effective 
response to criminality 
is to have harsher 
sentences.

l.  Judges should 
reflect	public	opinion	
about crimes when 
sentencing criminals.

m.  The majority of sex 
offenders who  
receive specialised 
treatment still end  
up reoffending.

n.  Treatment for sex 
offenders is a waste  
of time.

A5. The following questions ask you about your degree of 

confidence	[Please indicate your degree of confidence by 

ticking the appropriate box]

Not at all 
confident

Not very  
confident

Neither 
confident nor 
unconfident

Fairly 
confident

Very 
confident

a.	How	confident	are	

you that penalties 

or punishment 

given to offenders 

are appropriate?

b.	How	confident	are	

you that the courts 

are effective at 

giving punishments 

which	fit	the	crime?	

c.	How	confident	are	

you generally in 

the courts and the 

legal system?   

This is the end of the survey. 

Please put the survey in the pre-paid envelope and post it back to us.

We really appreciate your co-operation and effort!

Please note that at the conclusion of this study, publication 

details about the research will be provided on the Law 

Faculty’s website at www.utas.edu.au/law/jury-study 
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