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Introduction 
Welcome to the first Tasmanian Seed Production Conference.  This conference has come about as a 
result of the extensive roll out of highly reliable irrigation schemes by Tasmanian Irrigation.  This 
development has opened up areas of Tasmania which are cool climate with dry warm summers this is 
ideal for harvest and similar to many of the major pasture seed production areas in the world. 

This conference has been co-ordinated through TIA with a committee comprising of industry, DPIPWE, 
TIA, Tasmanian Irrigation and TFGA representation.  There has been great support for this conference 
with sponsorship from most of the leading players in the industry. 

As the pasture seed industry is poised for expansion, attention is turned to what the industry looks like 
in the main seed production areas of the world including the USA, New Zealand and South America as 
well as potential markets.  Major advances in pasture seed production around the world and what 
makes a successful industry will be examined. 

This conference is applicable to all people involved in the pasture seed industry, including those  
looking to expand into the seed production industry from farmers to cleaners, agronomists, seed 
companies and support industries. 

A truly international range of speakers have been assembled and the committee hope you enjoy the 
conference and participate in expanding the industry in to the future. 

Robert Dent 

TFGA Cereals & Seed Committee 

Organising Committee Chair, Tasmanian Pasture Seed Production Conference, proudly supported by 
PGG Wrightson Seeds and Heritage Seeds 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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PGG Wrightson Seeds Australia is a 
proprietary seed company operating across 
each state with over 75 years’ experience in 
Australia. Our activities cover all aspects of 
the seed market, from R&D through to 

product supply, distribution and technical on-farm support.  

In recent years, our commitment to extensive R&D programmes has led to noticeable advancements in 
pasture performance. This includes new cultivars delivering increased on-farm production and 
improved animal health, and novel endophyte technologies providing superior pest resistance 

PGG Wrightson Seeds, headquartered in Christchurch, is the Southern Hemisphere’s largest 
proprietary pasture seed company with offices across NZ, Australia, Uruguay, Argentina and Brazil and 
export products to over 50 countries around the world. 

PGG Wrightson Seeds directly undertakes seed production in a number of regions in New Zealand, 
Australia and South America. In order to ensure an adequate supply of high quality seed PGG 
Wrightson Seeds has a team of dedicated production field agronomists (including agronomists with 
intimate knowledge of specialist multiplication vegetable seed crops) with extensive agronomic skills to 
supervise the production of varieties which are contracted for local and international markets.  

As part of the world wide Royal Barenbrug Group, Her-
itage Seeds is one of Australia’s market leaders in the 
supply of tropical and temperate pastures, fodder 
crops, forage cereals, turf and field crops.  The compa-
ny has an extensive distribution network throughout 
Australia and exports seed to over 50 countries around 
the globe.  Heritage Seeds employs over 70 staff and has offices and distribution centres in Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Brisbane and Toowoomba. 

In 2012, Heritage Seeds acquired Seedmark and the company has arguably the most extensive product 
range in Australia and can supply products for virtually every environment, ranging from the cool 
temperate conditions in Tasmania right through to tropical far north Queensland. 

To ensure that Heritage Seeds offers products that can deliver improved performance and 
productivity, the company invests significant funds each year towards research and development 
programs.  These programs are conducted at their facilities at Howlong in New South Wales as well as a 
number of other satellite locations around the country.  In addition Heritage Seeds maintains an 
extensive list of joint venture research and development programs with strategic alliances, both in 
Australia and overseas.  

The company has over 20 years of experience in coated seed products for mining, reafforestation, 
roadways, hydro-seeding, aerial and conventional seed broadcasting as well as general agriculture and 
amenity products. 

Naming Sponsors 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Major Sponsors 

Please support the conference sponsors.  Many sponsors will have displays for viewing during breaks at 
the Wednesday conference. 

http://www.tasagronomyplus.com/
http://www.seedforce.com.au/
http://www.rabobank.com.au/Pages/new.aspx
http://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/
http://www.tpjones.com.au/
http://www.utas.edu.au/tia


6 

 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

Major Sponsors 

http://www.midlands.co.nz/companies/3-midlands-seed-limited-tasmania
http://www.heazlewoodseeds.com.au/
http://seedtesting.com.au/
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agrigrowth
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Event: Conference 

Time: 
8:00 am registration 
8:45 am start; finish 5:15 pm 

Where: Country Club Tasmania, Launceston 

Wednesday 12th November 

Registration 
8:00— 8:45 am 

 Location: upstairs reception  

 Tea and coffee provided 

Other Sponsors 

http://www.bestenvirotech.com.au/
http://alvanblanchgroup.com/
http://www.sipcam.com.au/
http://www.ruralsolutions.sa.gov.au/seed_services
http://www.robertsltd.com.au/
http://www.achmea.com.au/
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Tasmanian Irrigation Pty Ltd (TI) is a multi-award winning State-owned company responsible for the 
development and operation of public-private irrigation schemes within Tasmania. 

The primary aim of TI is to grow the wealth of Tasmania and to strengthen regional communities by 
developing and enhancing the productive capacity of the states’ agricultural industries through the 
provision of high surety water.  

To date TI has a total of eleven completed schemes with a further three currently under construction 
which comprise ‘Tranche One’ and which, once complete, will deliver in excess of 126,000 ML at a 
reliability of greater than 95%. 

A further five proposed schemes are under development which form ‘Tranche Two’ which, should 
Federal funding be received, would increase the total annual volume to in excess of 166,000 ML. 
Implementation of ‘Tranche Two’ would also take total public-private investment in Tasmania’s 
irrigation development to about $1 billion of which approximately $600 million is estimated to be from 
private sector contributions.  

Session 1: Overview of the Tasmanian Pasture Seed Industry 
8:45— 10:00 am 

 Location: Mount Pleasant showroom 

 Chairperson: Robert Dent 

Time Topic Speaker 

8:45 - 8:50 am Welcome and house keeping 
Robert Dent 

Organising committee chairperson 

8:50 - 9:10 am Official Opening 
Hon. Jeremy Rockcliff 

Minister for Primary Industries 

9:10 - 9:30 am 
Seed certification process and 
biosecurity 

Stuart Smith 

Tasmanian Seed Services, DPIPWE 

9:30 - 9:50 am TAS pasture seed industry overview 
Tony Butler 

Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

http://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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TAS Agronomy Plus provide independent agronomy advice with a whole of farm approach; boosting 
farm productivity with long term sustainability in mind. 

We are actively involved in the trialling and development of a number of new crop opportunities and 
continue to expand our contract white clover and grass seed production, as well as other more 
developmental crops. 

Other main areas in which we are involved include intensive dairy pastures, vegetable seeds, poppies, 
processing and fresh market vegetables, Lucerne, dryland pastures and broadacre cropping. 

Morning Tea 
10:00 — 10:30 am 

 Location: Clarendon room 

 Sweet and savoury meals, tea and 

coffee available 

http://www.tasagronomyplus.com/
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Seed Force was set up in Australia in 2006 to provide a source of world class forage genetics, 100%
researched in the local environment.  The company has a dominant Australasian shareholding with 
considerable experience in the seed industry. 

Over the past eight years Seed Force has screened over 12,000 plots covering 24 species at multiple 
sites in all six Australian states to find new forage options that can deliver improved performance and 
profitability over existing commercial varieties. 

These have been evaluated for their ability to deliver greater profits, including efficiency of feed 
conversion to meat, milk or wool.  But to provide value along the seed industry chain, they must also be 
capable of high seed yields. 

Seed Force is part of the global seed industry through its shareholding by European seed company RAGT 
and has a seed production base in Australasia for RAGT and other seed businesses in Europe, South 
Africa, North and South America. 

Warwick Green has been involved with the seed industry in both Australia and New Zealand since the 
1970’s setting up seed research facilities and seed production capacity for proprietary seed marketers in 
both countries.  

He is a founding shareholder and Managing Director of Seed Force. Warwick is also a mixed farmer and 
seed producer, growing forage seed, cereals and producing lamb and beef cattle.  He is currently 
chairman of NZPBRA (New Zealand Plant Breeding and Research Association). 

Session 2: Future markets for a Tasmanian industry  
10:30— 12:45 pm 

 Location: Mount Pleasant showroom 

 Chairperson: Konrad Chung 

Time Topic Speaker 

10:30 - 10:50 am 
Oregon pasture seed industry 
overview 

Dr. Tom Chastain 

Oregon State University, USA 

10:50 - 11:10 am 
New Zealand pasture seed industry 
overview 

Richard Chynoweth 

Foundation for Arable Research, NZ 

11:10 - 11:30 am 
South American pasture seed 
industry overview 

Dr. Paulo Bardauil Alcantara 

Matsuda Group, Br 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

http://www.seedforce.com.au/
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Lunch 
12:45 — 1:45 pm 

 Location: Clarendon room 

 Buffett style lunch, tea and coffee available 

Midlands Seed Ltd was established in NZ in 1990, to support and encourage the production and 
export of arable crops from New Zealand. In 2004 Midlands Seed Ltd Tasmania (MSLT) was formed as a 
standalone subsidiary to support and encourage the production and export of arable crops from 
Tasmania. 

Since this time MSLT has established itself as a specialist seed production company and developed 
additional domestic and export markets. This includes marrowfat peas and faba beans for the Asian 
snack food market as well as supplying Chinese cabbage seed to Asia and grass & clover seed to 
Europe. MSLT has also successfully developed domestic markets for linseed, dried peas and sprouting 
peas for human consumption as well as producing pulses, cereals, grasses, clovers and GMO free 
canola seed for re-sowing locally and on the mainland. 

Time Topic Speaker 

11:30 - 11:50 am 
Domestic production for international 
trade 

Craig Myall 
Heritage Seeds 

11:50 - 12:20 pm 
Seed multiplications for re-export- a 
seed exporter’s view 

Warwick Green 

Seed Force 

12:20 - 12:40 pm Investing in water 
Chris Oldfield 

Tasmanian Irrigation 

12:40 - 12:45 pm Question time Previous speakers 

Session 2 continued... 

http://www.midlands.co.nz/companies/3-midlands-seed-limited-tasmania
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Session 3: What makes a successful seed crop?  
1:45 — 3:30 pm 

 Location: Mount Pleasant showroom 

 Chairperson: Corey Hogarth 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

Time Topic Speaker 

1:45 - 2:10 pm 
Latest advances in pasture seed 
production 

Dr. Tom Chastain 

Oregon State University, USA 

2:10 - 2:30 pm 
Latest advances in clover seed 
production 

Richard Chynoweth 

Foundation for Arable Research, NZ 

2:30 - 2:55 pm Agronomy and NZ producer views 
Murray Kelly 

PGG Wrightson Seeds, NZ 

2:55 - 3:10 pm TAS producer experiences 
Bramwell Heazlewood 

Melton Vale Enterprises 

3:10 - 3:25 pm TAS producer experiences 
Will Green 

Glenmillton Pty Ltd 

Tasglobal Seeds and AgriGrowth Tasmania are proud to jointly sponsor this session of the Tasmanian Pasture 
Seed Production Conference.  Tasglobal Seeds and AgriGrowth Tasmania (A division within DPIPWE) have been 
working collaboratively for a number of years.  This work includes commercialisation of many pasture cultivars 
through a licence with The Crown, leasing the Cressy Research Station and pasture research.   

By utilising Cressy Research Station Tasglobal Seeds has released, or are in the final stages of release, around 
12 pasture cultivars.  Tasglobal Seeds is also working on pasture varieties which are suited to areas of 
mainland Australia and overseas.  In these instances seed production will be undertaken in Tasmania even 
though the cultivar is unlikely to be utilised as a pasture grass here.  One of these grasses is Virgentas 
Hispanic Cocksfoot which will be used in drier areas too dry for Uplands. 

AgriGrowth Tasmania is a new division within the Department of Primary Industries Parks Water and 
Environment created specifically to focus on delivering AgriVision 2050.  AgriVision 2050 recognises 
agriculture as a major pillar of the Tasmanian economy and its potential to increase its contribution tenfold by 
2050.  

AgriGrowth Tasmania links industry and government in providing responsive and targeted support to build on 
Tasmania’s competitive strengths in agriculture and food.  A priority of AgriGrowth Tasmania is liaising with 
industry on ways to attract investment, increase production and profitability thereby growing 
opportunities and employment for the whole community. 

For further information on AgriGrowth Tasmania go to our website on www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agrigrowth, 
phone us on 1300 368 550 or email us on AgriGrowth@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 

http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agrigrowth
mailto:AgriGrowth@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agrigrowth
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Heazlewood Seeds was established over 30 years ago and operates from Whitemore in Northern 
Tasmania.  This independent, family owned and operated business cleans, dries, treats and packages 
seed for both domestic and international markets.  

From small beginnings, initially cleaning seed for local farmers, the business has grown over the years 
and now processes seed grown under contract to many of the leading seed production companies.  
Heazlewood Seeds has experience in processing a wide range of pasture seeds, cereals and vegetable 
seeds. Over the years our focus has changed with industry growth and we currently specialise in the 
processing of ryegrass, clover and carrot seed. 

Heazlewood Seeds strives to deliver a high quality product and maintains strong relationships with seed 
growers and seed production companies. Heazlewood Seeds is proud of the integral role we have 
played in the growth and development of the Tasmanian Pasture Seed Industry. 

Afternoon Tea 
3:30 — 4:00 pm 

 Location: Clarendon room 

 Sweet and savoury meals, 

tea and coffee available 

http://www.heazlewoodseeds.com.au/
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Networking opportunity 
 Location: Clarendon room 

 Tea and coffee available 

Session 4: Conclusion  
4:00 — 5:10 pm 

 Location: Mount Pleasant showroom 

 Chairperson: Peter Ball 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

The Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA) is as a joint venture between the State Government and the 
University of Tasmania. 

TIA is a dynamic team of 130 scientists, educators and technical experts with access to world-class 
facilities and equipment, who conduct high-quality research, development, extension, education and 
training to meet the needs of the agricultural and food systems sectors. 

TIA has strong links to key stakeholders in industry, policy, education and the wider community –
particularly our young people – and to agricultural research institutions around the world. We continue 
to build our networks nationally and internationally.  

TIA conducts world class research, which is published and transformed into tools, information and 
training courses used by farmers, agribusiness leaders and policy advisors to understand and manage 
emerging industry challenges. 

TIA’s role in research, development and extension in primary industries is central to increasing 
productivity and global competitiveness, and maintaining sustainability. 

Time Topic Speaker 

4:00 - 4:20 pm Value chain analysis – day overview 
Dr. Laurie Bonney 

Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture 

4:20 - 4:50 pm Panel discussion 
Speakers from throughout the 
day 

4:50 - 5:10 pm Closing speech 
Robert Dent 

Organising committee chairperson 

http://www.utas.edu.au/tia
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Conference dinner 
6:30 pm — late 

 Location: Franklin room 

 MC: Rebecca Williams 

 Alternative drop dinner, 

beverages provided, including Tasmanian wine 

Event: Conference dinner 

Time: 
6:30 pm start for networking 
Dining at 7:15 pm; finish late 

Where: Country Club Tasmania, Launceston 

Wednesday 12th November 

Time Topic Speaker 

6:30 - 7:15 pm Social networking 

  7:15 pm Sit down alternative drop dining begins 

7:40 - 8:10 pm 
Australia’s agricultural future – Planning 
for growth 

Graydon Chong 

Rabobank 

8:50 - 9:10 pm Light humour of plant collecting 
Bob Reid 

Tasglobal Seeds 

  9:45 pm Formalities end and continue networking 

Rabobank Australia and Rabobank New Zealand are a part of the international Rabobank Group, the 
world’s leading specialist in food and agribusiness banking. Rabobank has more than 115 years’ 
experience providing customised banking and finance solutions to businesses involved in all aspects of 
food and agribusiness.  

Rabobank operates in 40 countries, servicing the needs of approximately ten million clients worldwide 
through a network of more than 1,600 offices and branches. Rabobank Australia and Rabobank New 
Zealand are among their countries’ leading rural lenders and are significant providers of business and 
corporate banking and financial services to the Australian and New Zealand food and agribusiness 
sector. Rabobank has 93 branches throughout Australia and New Zealand in all major 
agricultural regions. 

http://www.rabobank.com.au/Pages/new.aspx
http://www.achmea.com.au/
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Field tour: Seed crops and industry 
9:00 — 5:00 pm 

 Meet at upstairs reception prior to departure 

 Lunch and snacks provided 

TP Jones & Co has established itself as one of the premier independent rural retailers in the state. We 
are a privately owned Tasmanian business established in 1985 and are conveniently located at 
Youngtown in Launceston and Longford.  

We are heavily involved in the pasture seed production industry in Tasmania and currently manage one 
of the biggest areas of seed crops in Tasmania, consisting of ryegrass, white and red clover, 
cocksfoot, phalaris and tall fescue for a number of seed companies.  Our team of tertiary qualified, 
consultant agronomists utilise seed production crops in our client’s crop rotation program not only as a 
high value crop, but also to produce livestock feed and to assist in weed control.  As our 
understanding and professionalism in the management of pasture seed crops increases so will the 
value of these crops to our clients. 

TP Jones & Co is committed to further developing and expanding the seed production industry and see a 
great future  in Tasmania,  and is pleased to be able to support the inaugural Tasmania Pasture Seed 
Conference. 

Event: Field tour 

Time: 
8:30 am meet 
Depart at 9:00 am; finish: 5:00 pm 

Depart from: Country Club Tasmania, Launceston 

Thursday 13th November 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

Time Destination 

  9:00 am Depart Country Club Tasmania 

9:20 - 10:00 am 

Tour of Tasmanian Seed Dressing and Storage 

To ensure a good product and cost effective cleaning process, Morgan 
Leath will discuss the seed cleaning process and how to ensure a quality 
product. 

http://www.tpjones.com.au/
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Time Destination 

10:00 - 12:00 pm 

Field crop tour of the Whitemore and Hagley district 

The traditional home of seed production in Tasmania, the tour will view a  
range of seed crops including Italian and Perennial Ryegrass and White 
Clover.  

12:00 - 1:00 pm 
Lunch at Heazlewood Seeds 

Supplied by Rotary of Westbury 

1:15 - 1:50 pm 

Tour of C & J Spencer Agriculture 

The role of contractors is vital, as is having the correct machine for the 
job.  Corey Spencer will discuss the experiences of working with the pas-
ture seed crop within the state. 

2:15 - 2:45 pm Field tour of a Red Clover crop 

3:00 - 3:45 pm 

TIA Burlington Road Demonstration Site 

This is a core research facility operated by the Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture.  This site hosts a range of agricultural research activities and 
includes pasture demonstration plots from all the major seed companies. 

3:50 - 4:20 pm 

Tour of Burlington farm 

As a mainland business, Upper Murray Seeds has invested within the 
state industry, this stop will look into the range of crops growing here as 
well as the opportunities to be had within the state. 

    5:00 pm Arrive at Country Club 

Field tour continued... 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/


18 

 

Tasmanian Seed Dressing & Storage was established following the acquisition of the former Roberts site 
in Carrick, late 2012.   

Our parent company is South Island Seed Dressing and Storage, in Mid-Canterbury, New Zealand. 
(Recognised as the largest Specialist Seed Processing Facility in Australasia) and brings to Tasmania over 
30 years of Seed Processing and Grain Storage experience.  

We clean a large range of crops including Ryegrass, Peas, Linseed, Lentils, Cereals, Canola and 
Vegetable Seeds to name a few with the emphasis on innovation and reliability.  With long established 
relationships with seed companies and growers, we strive to develop further opportunities and 
relationships with Tasmanian growers with the objective to increase returns and profitability for the 
Tasmanian arable farmers. 

Our close proximity to major highways allows for easy access to all distribution networks.  To discuss 
your processing requirements, please contact the manager, Morgan Leath on +61 3 63 93 6060 or 
+61 4 87 766 334 

Industry training day 
9:00 — 4:00 pm 

 Morning tea, lunch and afternoon 

tea provided 
 MC: Peter Ball 

Event: Industry training day 

Time: Start 9:00 am; finish: 4:00 pm 

Where: 
Bishopsbourne Community Centre, 
Bishopsbourne 

Friday 14th November 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

Details: 

Due to numbers, this is an invite only training day for industry representatives. 
The aim of this session is to build a positive and strong industry within the state. 
There is a small cost ($30/person) to attend this event which will be invoiced to 
participants. 

http://siseeds.co.nz/tasmania.html
http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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The topics of each session are broad to allow greater discussion on subjects of 
importance to the industry. 

Time Discussion 

9:00 - 9:15 am Welcome and introductions 

9:15 - 10:00 am Crop rotation and weed management 

10:00 - 10:30 am Morning tea 

10:30 - 11:15 Irrigation and crop nutrition requirements 

11:15 - 12:15 pm Canopy management and PGR’s 

12:15 - 12:30 pm Pasture Innovation Initiative (PII) 

12:30 - 1:15 pm Lunch 

1:15 - 2:00 pm Seed certification process and PBR’s (incl. ASF) 

2:00 - 2:15 pm Light refreshment 

2:15 - 3:45 pm 
SWOT analysis and industry R, D & E needs 

Hosted by Jeremy Gittins (Heritage Seeds) 

3:45 - 4:00 pm Close of training 

    4:00 pm Finish, tea and coffee available 

Industry training day continued...  

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Dr. Tom Chastain 
Associate Professor - Seed Crop Physiology and Ecology, Oregon State University 

Dr. Chastain conducts research on management, physiology, and ecology 
of seed crops.  His research program is focused on addressing problems 
that are of economic importance to producers of Pacific Northwest seed 
crops.  While the research is often directed at solving a practical problem 
or developing new applications of previous research, the work also serves a 
secondary goal of increasing our understanding of the underlying 
biological processes limiting greater economic and environmental 
efficiency of seed crop production.  Dr. Chastain is author or coauthor of 
over 190 scientific, technical, and extension-type publications and many 

 more blog articles.   

He teaches three courses at OSU: Seed Production, Crop Ecology and Morphology, and Physiology of 
Crop Yield.   He is a four-time winner of the Outstanding Teacher in the Department of Crop and Soil 
Science, and his teaching and student mentoring has been recognized by the George Hyslop 
Professorship Award.  

He has served in elected office in several professional societies and organizations, and on the 
editorial boards of two journals as associate editor including a five-year stint as associate editor of 
Agronomy Journal.  Dr. Chastain was elected and served as the Chair of the Crop Science Society of 
America’s Division C-4 Seed Physiology, Technology, and Production, and currently serves as 
president-elect of the International Herbage Seed Group.  

Dr. Chastain earned a B.A. degree in Biological Sciences from California State University, Chico, and 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Crop Science at Oregon State University.  He served as Assistant Professor 
of Seed Physiology for two years at Washington State University before returning to the faculty at 
Oregon State. 

Speakers 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/
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Richard Chynoweth 
Research Manager, Foundation for Arable Research 

Richard, a Research Manager with the Foundation for Arable Research 
(FAR), is responsible for investment of the grower levy in herbage seed 
Research and Extension in New Zealand. He specialises in herbage seed 
production, particularly ryegrass and white clover production but has 
strong interests in general crop physiology and relating that to grower 
management. Richard has a good understanding of the practical issues 
growers face during the day to day running of their businesses, particularly 
implementation of research results. He recently completed a M.Agr.Sc at 
Lincoln University investigating why ryegrass responds to the plant growth 

 regulator Moddus. 

Richard will be giving two talks.  Talk one will give an overview of seed production in New Zealand, 
discussing the major changes over the past 50 years which keep NZ at the front of herbage seed 
production globally. He will discuss important aspects which make the Canterbury plains a 
successful seed producing area including infrastructure, personal and environmental factors.  In talk 
two, Richard will give an introduction into the growth and development of white clover and will 
discuss the importance of attention to detail when growing clover seed crops. 

Murray Kelly 
Research Agronomist, PGG Wrightson Seeds 

Murray is a research agronomist based with PGG Wrightson Seeds and the 
team leader for a group of agronomists at the Kimihia Research Station, 
Lincoln.  Murray’s career started after graduating from Canterbury 
University with a brief stint at the Crop Research Division, DSIR.  Here he 
quickly jumped ship to the new private industry involvement within crop 
research. Murray began with PGG at Ceres Research Station in 1976. For 
three years he was the sole research agronomist evaluating a wide range of 
European genetics in a range of pastoral and arable crops.  “We identified 
the useful (and the useless) germplasm available at that time, and the 

identified the need to develop our own breeding programs”. 

In 1995, Murray took up a technical support role and this has continued since he became the team  
leader at Kimihia Research Station.  Here the team provide technical support for the PGG 
Wrightson’s arable business. They have 18 field reps in NZ who are contracting, advising and 
marketing inputs into a wide range of arable crops, including seeds of the wide range of proprietary 
forage, turf and cereal cultivars. The main species/groups are forage ryegrasses, tall fescue, 
cocksfoot, forage brassicas; white and red clovers; pasture herbs such as chicory and plantain; turfs 
such as ryegrass, fescues and browntop and, more recently, vegetable seed crops such as brassicas, 
radish and beets. 

Our group maintains close links with researchers in AgResearch, FAR, Plant and Food Research and 
with international herbage seed researchers (IHSG). Technical support extends to our PGW 
colleagues in Australia and South America and even to Oregon USA.   

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
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Craig Myall 
International Business Manager, Heritage Seeds 

Craig began my agricultural involvement when employed by agribusiness 
“Elders” in 1998 in the merchandise department at Naracoorte, South 
Australia, progressing from salesperson to manager in 2001. During this 
period Craig oversaw the operations of five merchandise locations 
(Naracoorte, Keith, Padthaway, Kingston and Lucindale) before 
transferring with the company in 2007 to its head office in Adelaide. 
Having been heavily involved in small seed production and sales in the 
South-East of South Australia, Craig attained the role of General Manager 
at Seedmark Craig successfully in January 2008 was a great fit for me given 
my passion and understanding of the seed business, 

coupled with already established relationships with seed growers. I held his position at the company 
for 4 ½ years, in that time importantly diversifying the business with the 
purchase of PlantTech and enhancing its varietal species base. 

Following the purchase of Seedmark in April 2012 by Heritage Seeds, I took on the role of 
International Business Manager overseeing both the Heritage Seeds and Seedmark International 
brands in the export marketplace. The two brands currently operate in almost 100 countries around 
the world and have the most diverse product offering of both Proprietary and Publicly available 
varieties out of Australia, exporting circa 6000mt of seed annually to the globe.  

Dr. Paulo Bardauil Alcântara  
Independent consultant, Matsuda Group 

Paulo Bardauil Alcântara is an independent agronomy consultant that is 
currently working on the behalf of the Matsuda Group.  As Central and 
South America’s largest agricultural seed distributor, Matsuda exports to 
over 26 countries in the region and is also the world’s largest producer of 
tropical grasses. 

Having completed his undergraduate studies in Brazil and PhD in Israel, 
Paulo has taken the role of agricultural research for the São Paulo State 
Government.  Prior research focuses have been on forage tree legumes, 

soil conservation, forage germplasm and forage use and conservation.  Since retirement in 2011, 
Paulo has been working as an agricultural consultant. 

The focus of Paulo’s presentation will be on the background of the South American seed production 
industry and the market opportunities to be had within the temperate zone from Tasmania. 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
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Warwick Green  
Managing Director, Seed Force Ltd/ Seed Force Pty Ltd 

 As a shareholder and Chairman/ Managing Director of the Seed Force 
Group based in Christchurch NZ, Warwick has been involved in the 
Australasian seed industry for 30 years. Previously as the General Manager 
of Research and  Development for Wrightson with responsibilities covering 
NZ, Australia and globally.  

In 2006, Warwick  set up the Joint Venture seed business called Seed Force 
along with other shareholder colleagues and RAGT, a privately owned 
French Seed Company. 

With current responsibilities including the coordination of all seed production across Seed Force, as 
well as a close linkage with RAGT covering significant seed multiplications gives Warwick significant 
insight to the global seed production industry, its challenges and opportunities.  

As Seed Force, we have contracted seed producers in Tasmania since our inception  and working 
with them  also allows me to benchmark their performance with those in other states of Australia as 
well as NZ. 

Warwick is a practical farmer, having been farming continuously since 1975. Currently Warwick 
farms 500acres of intensive irrigated arable land just outside Ashburton in Mid Canterbury where he 
produces small seeds (ryegrass, tall fescue, red clover, Chinese brassicas, cereals  and other specific 
fumigant crops). This practical knowledge and experience allows me to see the industry from three 
perspectives- the seed grower, the production manager and the buyer. 

Warwick will be discussing “Seed Multiplications for re-export- a Seed Exporter’s view”. Warwick  
hopes to provide some key insight for growers as to the expectation, the necessity to conform to 
contract and what the opportunity is when producers meet our expectations.   

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
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Graydon Chong 
Senior Analyst, Grains & Oilseeds, Rabobank Food & Agribusiness Research (FAR), Rabobank 

Rabobank’s Food & Agribusiness Research and Advisory team is charged 
with analysing developments in food and agricultural markets and 
industries, and advising the bank and its clients on strategic implications 
for their businesses.  Comprised of a network of some 80 analysts spread 
across every major production and consumption region of the world, Food 
& Agribusiness Research and Advisory is a central component of the bank’s 
capacity for informed credit decision making, product development, 
advisory services, and strategic client partnerships. 

Graydon has an Agricultural Economics degree from the University of Sydney and has had a number 
of years’ experience in risk management and trading. Graydon has most recently worked for Viterra 
Ltd where he was responsible for managing their national wheat, barley and sorghum pools. 
Prior to this, Graydon spent several years at Graincorp in Sydney in their Risk and Grain Marketing 
Finance departments. Graydon has worked closely with growers and is well versed on the 
complexity of the grains market. 

Graydon will be responsible for analysing developments in the domestic grain and oilseed markets, 
supporting Rabobank’s high-level research in key agricultural sectors. He is also actively supporting 
the work of Rabobank’s global grains and oilseeds sector team in looking at trade flows across the 
region, and more broadly at medium-term drivers of grains and oilseeds supply and demand. 

Jeremy Gittins  
National Production Manager, Heritage Seeds 

Jeremy Gittins is the National Production Manager for Heritage Seeds and 
has been with the company for three and a half years.  Based at the 
companies Head Office in Dandenong South, Victoria, Jeremy and his 
production team are responsible for seed production of Heritage Seeds 
proprietary products, which includes both temperate and tropical forage 
varieties that are grown both domestically and overseas.  Key product 
groups include ryegrass, phalaris, lucerne, forage cereals, vetch, annual 
clovers,  subterranean clovers, tropical grasses and tropical legumes.  Total 

production exceeds 9,000 tonnes per annum.  Prior to Heritage Seeds, Jeremy was employed by 
Incitec Pivot for 14 years and held a variety of management roles in procurement, sourcing and 
product development in both the fertiliser and explosives businesses.  He has also worked as a 
research scientist for 4 years on post-emergent herbicides in cereals.  Jeremy has completed a 
Masters of Agricultural Science at The University of Sydney. 

Heritage Seeds has a significant amount of pasture seed production in Tasmania and Jeremy will 
present a SWOT analysis on the Tasmanian pasture seed industry at Friday’s Industry training day. 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/


25 

 

Chris Oldfield  
Chief Executive Officer, Tasmanian Irrigation Ltd 

Mr Oldfield is the Chief Executive Officer of Tasmanian Irrigation Pty Ltd 
(TI), a private company owned by the Tasmanian Government. Mr. Oldfield 
is also a member of the Joint Commonwealth and Tasmanian Economic 
Council, the Joint Commonwealth and Tasmanian Fruit and Vegetable 
Taskforce, the Tasmanian AgriGrowth Steering Committee and a former 
member of the Tasmanian Food Industry Advisory Council and the 
Tasmanian Infrastructure Advisory Council.  
 

Mr Oldfield is a graduate in Arts from Swinburne University in Melbourne with a major in Sociology 
and he has also successfully completed the International Executive Program at the European 
Institute of Business Administration (INSEAD) at Fontainebleau in France. He is currently undertaking 
terrorism studies at the St Andrews University in Scotland.  Chris is a member of the Australia 
Institute of Company Directors and is a former Director of the National Association of Forest 
Industries, the Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association and the Northern 
Tasmanian Development Board. Chris also holds the honorary position of an Associate of the 
University of Tasmania. 

For almost 20 years Chris held senior executive operational and public affairs roles with the 
Australian resources company, North Limited (formerly North Broken Hill).  From 2000 until 2010 he 
successfully owned and managed the public affairs, political and media consultancy, Tasman 
Communications (Australia) Pty Ltd specialising in the resources, finance, agricultural and action 
sports sectors. It was during this time that he acted as the Chief Executive Officer of the Tasmanian 
Farmers and Graziers Association (TFGA) for a period of two years. 
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Dr. Laurie Bonney 
Senior Research Fellow in Value Chain Innovation Research, Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture 

Dr Laurie Bonney is an Associate Professor at the Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture (TIA) in the University of Tasmania. He is the Convenor of TIA’s 
Value Chain Program, one of six strategic research areas and also chairs 
the Australasian Agrifood Value Chain Research Group, a collaborative 
multi-disciplinary research group at the University of Tasmania. He 
currently leads several agrifood value chain projects in Australia and also 
conducts value chain research for development in Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and PNG. He has worked in a previous commercial life in China, 
Indonesia and Malaysia, and once managed a large vegetable property at 
Forth in NW Tasmania. 

Laurie’s presentation will be to listen to the other speakers and integrate some key points from a 
value chain perspective to see if we can identify a ‘preferred future’…a direction for industry 
strategic planning. 

Tony Butler 
Herbage Development Program Project Officer, Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture 

Having recently started at TIA, Tony is involved within the Herbage 
Development Program (HDP), where he is working closely with the 
Tasmanian pasture seed industry in a development and extension role.  
Projects range from assisting to identifying industry growth restrictions, 
generating education material and industry promotion. 

Tony has been involved with the Tasmanian agricultural industry for over 
four years having moved from across the ditch from NZ.  There, he was 
involved with postgraduate research focused on irrigation management 

with pasture based systems within Canterbury.  Prior to working with the HDP, previous experiences 
include working in the agricultural sector in the UK as well as the private agricultural research 
industry within Tasmania. 

The potential for pasture seed production within Tasmania has been enhanced by the recent 
investment in irrigation schemes throughout the state.  This investment has opened the doors for 
producers within these irrigation districts to intensive; higher return crops which were previously 
infrequent or unobtainable. 

Pasture seed crops can offer a sustainable and ecologically friendly crop that can fit well within the 
complex and challenging soils found within the Midlands and elsewhere in the state.  This 
presentation will cover production within the state, an overview of significant players within the 
global industry as well as results from an industry survey. 
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Will Green 
Glenmilton Pty Ltd 

William Green operates in a family based mixed farming enterprise alongside his father, Michael and 
twin brother, Thomas, at Cressy.  

Together they have grown the business from a small partnership to a substantial enterprise which 
successfully mixes cropping, irrigation, stock and contracting. The farm currently runs 15 000 merino 
sheep and 1000 head of breeding cattle supported by approximately 150 hectares of grass seed 
production annually. 700 hectares of crops are planted annually with poppies being the main 
cropping enterprise.  

Previously there have been substantial contract spraying and harvesting subsidiaries but these have 
since declined due to farm expansion. 

William’s talk will be focused on how his broad farming business is married with the successful use 
of pasture seed production. 
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A migrant to Australia as a young man he spent a few years as a Station 
Hand in Central- Western Queensland, before joining the CSIRO, Division of 
Tropical Crops and Pastures , as a technician. He graduated from James 
Cook University, Townsville with an Honours Degree in Biogeography and 
Botany (1972) and was appointed as a Research Scientist in the Plant  
Introduction Section. He was responsible for  sourcing pasture germplasm 
and its initial testing across Northern Australia. This work also entailed 
conducting plant collection missions all across the tropical world, most 

notably a two  year stay in Mexico. 

In 1987 he was appointed to the position of Head of the Field Program with the International Board 
for Plant Genetic Resources( now Biodiversity International), based in Rome ,Italy. This work was 
essentially focused on organizing the collection , evaluation and storage of the global agricultural 
germplasm.  In 1991 he returned to Australia and took up the post of Senior Research Scientist  with 
the Tasmanian Department of Primary Industry and focused on the development of new pasture 
cultivars. This involved conducting plant collecting missions to Spain ,Portugal, Morocco and Tunisia, 
as well as field evaluation. This program has resulted in the release of a number of cultivars now 
finding a role across Southern Australia and New Zealand. 

In 1996 he took up the post of Director of Agriculture in the Falkland Islands, and returned to 
Tasmania in 2002 . Retiring for a few days  he, in partnership with Robert Dent, formed Tasglobal 
Seeds, a company that both produces  and  promotes the pasture cultivars developed by TIA, and 
conducts its own research program.  

Bob Reid  
Managing Director, Tasglobal Seeds 

Tasmanian Pasture Seed 
Production Conference 

Bramwell Heazlewood 
Owner/operator, Melton Vale Enterprises 

My qualifications are experience and a Diploma of Farm Management 
(Hons) MOFAC.  

Seed Production has been a part of our family operation, going back about 
90 years. Today it is a very important part of the enterprise mix as it 
integrates and compliments our livestock and cropping enterprises, 
creating quality pastures, diversity, and economic benefits to the whole 
farm operation. 

By using World’s Best Practice, our Perennial Ryegrass seed crops have 
averaged over 2000 kg MD for each of the last three years.  Basically there 

is an opportunity for all seed growers in Tasmania to achieve these results, and a number of growers 
have done so in the last season. This level of production has good financial rewards.  

This conference should form the platform for profitable seed production in Tasmania. 

http://www.pggwrightsonseeds.com.au/
http://www.heritageseeds.com.au/


29 

 

Stuart Smith 
Tasmanian Seed Services, Department Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 

Stuart Smith has been associated with farming for his whole life, where 
after completing his B. Sc. Agr (Hons) and quickly followed by a Diploma in 
Education, Stuart completed a short period of high school teaching.  This 
was followed by the completion of a M. Sc. Agr, degree. 

In 1971 three agronomist positions were advertised by the Department of 
Agriculture, Tasmania and appointment to one of these positions as a 
weed/plant management scientist resulted.  From 1971 to 1985 many 
projects covering a range of plant management/weed control problems in 
horticultural crops, pastures and seed production crops were 

conducted.  Many of these projects resulted in successful outcomes and many of the principles 
established at that time are still being used today.  

In 1985 the work focus changed to cover most aspects of pasture production and management, 
herbage plant breeding and development, seed production, seed certification and seed testing and, 
with the introduction of Plant Breeders Rights the writing of commercialisation licenses and 
commercialisation of new cultivars.  

From 1986 to 2000 Stuart was the state representative on the Australian Seeds Committee, the 
national committee which had responsibility for managing all aspects of seed certification, seed 
testing and many aspects of seed technology in Australia. This committee also maintained strong 
links with the seed industry in New Zealand. 

Stuart’s presentation at this conference will cover the need/reasons for seed certification; the 
administration of seed certification in Australia and Tasmania and Tasmanian Biosecurity.  
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