
Introduction to the RCS Undergraduate Program  

Year 4 Program 

Fourth year medical students spend the majority of their time in hospital-based settings where 

learning takes place through attachments in the disciplines of Medicine, Paediatrics, General Surgery 

and Surgical Specialties, Emergency Medicine, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, and Mental health. 

Throughout the year students attend a series of Group Learning Programs that incorporate case 

based learning, tutorials and skills sessions, often conducted in the RCS Skills and Simulation Centre. 

Students also spend one day per week gaining experience in Community Based Medicine, primarily 

in the General Practice setting. 

Year 5 Program 

The final year of the MBBS has an emphasis on practical and decision making skills pertinent to the 

Intern year.  The program is based around clinical attachments in Medicine, General Surgery, 

Emergency Medicine, Anaesthetics/ICU and Advanced Chronic Disease/Palliative Care/ Aged Care.   

RCS students also undertake a remote medical attachment at locations including: West Coast, 

Smithton and King Island.  Finally, students undertake a Selective planned in consultation with the 

Associate Heads of the Rural Clinical School. 

The final week of each attachment concludes with a Group Learning Week where the majority of 

case based learning tutorials and skills training sessions are delivered at the RCS site in Burnie.  In 

the preceding weeks the focus is on maximizing student participation as a member of the clinical 

team in the relevant attachment.  

This provides hands-on practical exposure to patient management with supervision and support 

from the hospital team or practice principals and GP registrars in remote GP practices. 

Features of the RCS Program 

 The program is well supported by a committed team of academic staff from hospital and 
community-based health care facilities across the region, complemented by visiting 
specialists. 

 Students experience the educational benefits of exposure to rural and remote practice 
provided through our location in the North West region of Tasmania. 

 There is good integration of community and hospital based clinical teaching and learning in a 
range of settings. 

 A well-equipped RCS Clinical Skills and Simulation Centre is utilised for teaching.  Skills 
sessions are linked to case based learning and the tutorial program, or undertaken in inter-
professional or individual learning sessions. 

 The Rural Clinical School and the Postgraduate Medical Education Council of Tasmania work 
together to promote learning through vertically integrated groups such as medical students, 
interns and other junior doctors.  Groups may also be horizontally integrated to include a 
mix of health professions. 

 Students are allocated an academic Mentor to assist with both academic and personal and 
professional development. 

 Community-supported learning activities such as the Emergency skills Weekend and the 
GPNW weekend add an extra dimension to student learning.







 


