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A remarkable friendship is taking root in Tasmania, 
planted through the recent partnership of the University 
of Tasmania (UTAS), NRM South, and the Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), which 
promises to grow stronger scientific, trade and cultural 
links between Australia and China.

The Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA), within 
the University of Tasmania is a globally recognised 
thought leader in agricultural research and innovation. 
NRM South has a long-standing record of success 
working with local communities in natural resource 
management and sustainability. 

The Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences is the  
pre-eminent agricultural research institution of the 
nation with the world’s largest agricultural output.

Now together, UTAS, NRM South, and CAAS are 
proudly hosting the first Australia-China Sustainable 
Agriculture Technology Forum in Hobart, Tasmania, 
from 30 April to 4 May 2018.

Leading experts will discuss how Australia and China 
can cooperate in cutting-edge science, research, 
technologies and practice relating to sustainable 
agriculture, natural resource management and 
environmental improvement.

These initial activities will lead to longer-term 
cooperation across a wide range of agricultural 
issues, science, technology, innovation, education and 
improved sustainable agricultural practices.

> The Premier of Tasmania, Will Hodgman MP (centre), witnesses the signing of Memoranda 
of Understanding with representatives from UTAS, NRM South, and CAAS.”
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> This Forum intends to develop
joint projects in four important
themes

Soil Nutrients 
& Moisture
Soil nutrient and moisture 
management, and soil 
health remediation through 
science, technology and 
farming practices.

Waterways & 
Catchments
Restoration of farmland 
waterways and wetlands 
for improved water 
quality and catchment 
management.

Bee Health 
& Pollination
Sustaining healthy honey 
bee populations and 
other pollinators for 
improved pollination.

People & 
Communities  
Mobilising stakeholder 
partnerships and 
involvement for improved 
outcomes in natural 
resource management.



/ About the Organisations

Natural Resource Management (NRM) 
Regions Australia, and NRM South
NRM South is one of three natural resource 
management organisations in Tasmania. The role 
of NRM South is to protect, sustainably manage 
and improve Tasmania’s natural resources for the 
environmental, social and economic benefit to 
the community. NRM South supports research, 
development and extension activities; and facilitates 
participatory natural resource management and 
community engagement.

Australia has established 56 NRM regional 
organisations that cover continental Australia 
and its islands and coastal areas. This national 
‘infrastructure’ developed over more than 40 years 
constitutes organisational capacity and systems; 
knowledge and skills; networks and relationships; 
and investment in working with local communities.

> nrmsouth.org.au 

Chinese Academy of Agricultural  
Sciences (CAAS)
The Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences 
(CAAS) is a national, integrative agricultural scientific 
research organization with responsibility for 
carrying out both basic and applied research, as 
well as research into new technologies impacting 
agriculture. CAAS is dedicated to overcoming a 
broad range of challenges impacting agricultural 
development and support of the local rural 
economy. 

Importantly, CAAS promotes sustainable 
agriculture within and outside China, extending 
its reach through technology exchange and 
cooperative research agreements with agricultural 
research institutions/universities domestically 
and internationally. and global non-governmental 
organisations.

In 2013, CAAS was given responsibility for the 
Government’s Agricultural Science and Technology 
Innovation Program (ASTIP). The Program aims to 
promote novel innovations and leverage research 
results to solve specific agricultural problems 
in China. ASTIP also seeks to build capacity in 
agricultural research and practice and foster 
international cooperation.

> caas.cn/en

University of Tasmania and the Tasmanian 
Institute of Agriculture
The University of Tasmania was the fourth university 
founded in Australia, and over its 127 year history 
has made the pursuit of the extraordinary a never 
ending commitment that influences a world-class 
approach to teaching and research.

The Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA) is a joint 
venture between the University of Tasmania and 
the Tasmanian Government. This partnership has 
brought together the human and physical resources 
of the Tasmanian Government with the scientific 
research and teaching capacity of the University 
of Tasmania to create a centre of excellence in 
agricultural research, development, extension, 
education and training. 

TIA’s role is to provide a solution-oriented approach 
in conjunction with industry partners in Australia 
and around the world to research, development, 
extension and education, helping to educate the 
next generation of farmers, agronomists, export 
managers and policy-makers.

> utas.edu.au


