
 

 

TIA 2014 Science Showcase 

Program Schedule 

 
Date:   Wednesday 13th August 

Venue:   The Tramsheds Function Centre 

   4 Invermay Road, Inveresk 

 

Aims: 

 To showcase TIA’s research, development, extension, education and training. 
 To capture feedback from staff, government representatives and industry 

stakeholders to revise and update TIA’s Strategic Plan. 
 

Theme 

Rethinking agriculture: From on-farm productivity to agri-food profitability 

 

Structure 

 

Panel Discussions Café Table Discussion 
Groups Centre Expo Sessions 

Key speakers from 
government agencies, 
industry 
representatives, peak 
bodies and NGOs will 
lead discussion on 
two topics – Food 
Systems and the 
Value Chain and 
Irrigation. 

Eight café table groups 
focused on topical issues in 
the industry and themes 
related to TIA’s Programs. 
The aim of these 
discussions is for staff and 
stakeholders to discuss, 
engage, problem-solve and 
develop outcomes. 

Each of TIA’s five Centres will 
host a 20-minute 
presentation at staggered 
intervals. Each centre will 
man a stall with staff and 
information. There will also 
be stalls focused on 
irrigation, the roles farms 
play in industry engagement, 
and the Centre for Food 
Innovation. 
 



 Discussion group topics Discussion leaders 

1 

Grazing our way to prosperity: a grassy future. 
Tasmania has a superb climate for growing high quality 
temperate pastures. How do we best use this 
advantage, and what are the challenges? 

TIA’s Brian Field and Dr 
Richard Rawnsley  

2 
Fruit. Is mechanisation exclusive of quality? Do the 
benefits of mechanical pruning or leaf removal 
outweigh the potential losses in fruit quality? 

Associate Professor 
Dugald Close, TIA 

3 
Vegetables. Are you being served? What are the 
vegetable industry’s needs? How does the vegetable 
industry want to be engaged by TIA? 

Dr Mark Boersma, TIA 

4 

The role of tertiary education in food systems. How 
can the tertiary sector, government and industry better 
address needs for agriculture and food systems 
training? How can we improve student recruitment? 

Dr Joanna Jones, TIA 

5 

How can Tasmania improve its performance in new 
product development and innovation? What are the 
obstacles and opportunities and how might they be 
addressed?  

Professor Roger Stanley, 
TIA 

6 
Controversial agricultural science. Genetically-
modified food – what are the risks, uncertainties and 
opportunities? 

Associate Professor 
Caroline Mohammed 
and Dr Peat Leith, TIA 

7 

Can we rely on clean and green image alone, or does 
brand/reputation management rely on food science 
and technology? What is critical for industry to 
improve in food safety, quality and stability? 

Associate Professor Tom 
Ross, TIA, and Professor 
Margaret Britz, UTAS 
Dean of Science and 
Engineering Faculty 

8 

What new approaches should be adopted to making 
export opportunities a reality? Global versus domestic 
marketing? Which markets and niches should we 
target? What are the barriers? 

Dr Laurie Bonney, TIA  

 

Café Table Discussion Group Outcomes 

TIA’s 2014 Science Showcase will feature a Twitter feed for the day. Group issues, 
suggestions, solutions, and ideas to ponder can be tweeted. A facilitator will also be 
appointed from each group to note the top five key points from each discussion. These 
will be collated and emailed to all attendees following the event.  



10am Welcome by the MC – Professor Dom Geraghty, Deputy 
Head of School of Health Sciences, UTAS and Deputy Dean of 
Graduate Research. 
 

10.05 to 10.30am 
 
10.05am 
 
 
10.20am 
 
 

Official Opening – AUDITORIUM 
 
Opening address by Minister for Primary Industries and 
Water, Jeremy Rockliff 
 
Prof Holger Meinke – reflections on last year’s Showcase, 
feedback and how it’s influenced our strategy 
 

10.30am- 11.20am 
 
10.30am-10.55am 
 
 
10.55am-11.20am 

Panel Discussions – AUDITORIUM  
 
 Food Systems and the Value Chain 

Discussion Leaders – Margaret Britz, UTAS Dean of Science 
and Engineering Faculty, Dr Roger Stanley, TIA 
 

 Irrigation 
Discussion Leaders – Chris Oldfield, Tasmanian Irrigation 
CEO, Chris Thompson, Macquarie Franklin Managing 
Director, Richard Gardner, Midlands Irrigation Scheme 
Chair, and Jason Alexandra, Alexandra and Associates 
Managing Director 
 

11.20–11.30am Morning tea. Take a snack and tea/coffee and move into 
discussion groups. 
 

11.30am–1.10pm 
 

11.30-12.15 – session 1 

12.15-12.25 – break 

12.25-1.10 – session 2 

 

Eight Café Table Discussions – ALL ROOMS 

One issue per table (as outlined above). The program 
booklet, available soon, will feature a paragraph expanding 
on the issues to be discussed at each table.  

A facilitator will be nominated from each group to keep track 
of time and take note of the top five or six points. 

After about 40 minutes, the facilitator will sum up and 
participants will then move onto their second group. 

 

1.10–2pm Lunch 
 



2–4pm TIA Expo 

Each Centre will host a 20-minute presentation, at staggered 
intervals. During the remainder of the expo, each Centre will 
have a manned stall with staff, information and brochures. 
 

2pm Extensive Agriculture 
2.25pm Perennial Horticulture 
2.50pm Food Safety 
3.15pm Dairy 
3.40pm Vegetable 
 

There will also be a display highlighting the roles farms play 
in industry engagement, an irrigation display and a Centre for 
Food Innovation display. 
 

4–5pm 
 
4-4.25pm 
 
4.25-4.40pm 
 
4.40-5pm 

Plenary Session 
 
Five-minute summaries from each of the centres 
 
Floor open for discussion 
 
20-minute summing up from Prof Holger Meinke 
 

5pm–7pm Pre-dinner drinks  

7–11pm Dinner on-site 

 

For more information, email 

tia.events@utas.edu.au or phone (03) 

6226 2618. 

TIA staff requiring Launceston transport 

and accommodation, please contact 

Amber Wilson at 

amber.wilson@utas.edu.au 
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