
Guidance Notes for Lit Review 
 
1. Start with the readings you have on the topic.  Use these to pick an area from the 

topic that you are interested in.  Eg.  Under the “Cost Drivers” topic, you might be 
interested in workforce payment systems and the differences these make to overall 
costs.  So you would summarise the bits out of the readings which relate to this 
theme, then look for more using the “Cross Search” facility on the Library’s web 
page or via the “databases” also on the web page.  Or you might just be interested 
in the general issue of cost drivers in health care.  In this case, you’d stay broad 
and gather a few more refs in addition to the ones we have provided for you. 

2. In either case, what you need is a thread of discussion to link the points that you 
have discovered.  Eg. using our workforce payments example again, our thread 
might be the different impact that different systems of payment have on workforce 
payments as a cost driver.  So we would go through the articles, and say what each 
one has argued on that particular theme (properly referenced of course). 

3. Begin the literature review with a statement of what you are going to do in it.  In 
this way, the reader has a mud map of where the piece is going.  Eg. you might 
start something like this:  “There is a body of evidence which suggests that 
different payment systems for the health workforce in different countries is related 
to the overall costs of health care in those countries (ref, ref, ref, ref).  In this 
review, I will consider various work on the cases of the US, UK, Swedish and 
Australian health systems on the issue of using salaried as opposed to fee for 
service arrangements.  I will argue that the extent to which a system relies on a 
salaried workforce is associated with an overall decrease in the cost of providing 
services.”  Your “argument” is your “thread” which links the references together. 

4. You may not have an “argument” as such.  This is fine.  In this case, your thread 
(in the broad topic) would be to consider to what extent the various cost drivers in 
health care have different impacts under different systems. 

5. Whether or not you have an argument to make, your work should adopt a critical 
perspective.  In other words, seek to compare and contrast different points of view 
on the same issue. 

6. Keep your sentences short. 

7. Reference any statement that is not “common sense”.  In other words, don’t make 
statements you can’t back up with evidence.  

8. Review the marking criteria specified under the assessment item in the Course 
Outline. 

9. Proof read using Spell and Grammar check in Word, then once again manually. If 
your English is average, get a native speaker to edit your work. Check that your 
references are formatted and that the style is consistent. 

10. Word count using Word and include the word length on the front page. Make sure 
all your details are on a cover sheet. 

11. Submit via the Dropbox on time! 
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