	[image: http://www.utas.edu.au/visualstandards/download/Utas_vert.jpg]
	
	Office of Research Services
RESEARCH ENHANCEMENT GRANT SCHEME (REGS)
The objective of the REGS is to support innovative, significant and externally competitive research.



Frequently Asked Questions:

Q1. Do you have to have co-funding to be eligible to apply for this grant?
A.  No.  Proposals will be assessed on whether they can deliver the promised high quality research outputs.  Co-funding will however reflect positively on your application.

Q2.  Do ECRs get priority over non-ECRs?
A.  While ECRs are a target group for this funding scheme, ECR applications will be assessed on merit as for all other applications.  Track record relative to opportunity will be fully considered. 

Q3. Can the funding be used to buy out teaching relief?
A. No, you cannot use funding to pay for teaching relief.

Q4.  Can the funding be used to pay for a PhD stipend or top up scholarship?  
A.  No.  Apply for such funding through GRO or competitive grant schemes.  Funding may however be used to pay for a research assistant (who may be a student) for work associated with the project, e.g. fieldwork.

Q5. Can I use the funding to attend a conference or meeting overseas?
A.  The funding cannot be used to attend a conference, as you can apply for this through the Research Conference Central Support Scheme.  However, it may be possible to use the funding to attend a collaborators meeting interstate or overseas, if this is going to be critical for achieving your objectives.

Q6.  Can I use the funding to pay for salaries?
A.  The funding may be used to pay for a research assistant, technical staff or services, administrative staff – but cannot be used to buy out researcher/teaching time.  See Q3 above.

Q7. What are the consequences of not delivering the outputs promised?
A.  While the focus is on outputs such as papers published, and grants submitted – we appreciate that there are no guarantees when it comes to papers being accepted for publication, or applications being funded.  Not everyone will have the success we hope for, but we need to start with quantifiable outputs and measure our success.  Final Reports will be used to assess outputs.

Q8.  Can funding be used at another university or industry partner who is collaborating on the project?
A.  Funding cannot be transferred to other universities or industry partners.  Services from an industry partner would normally be provided as an in-kind contribution to the project.

Q9.  Can I use the funding for equipment purchases?
A.  We would normally expect equipment to be purchased via other sources but any equipment requested through REGS must still deliver high quality research outputs. Equipment purchased though REGS remains the property of the University.

Q10.  What if my School does not have a strategic plan?
A.  You should be guided by the University’s strategic direction (Edge 2), and your School’s or Faculty/Institute’s performance indicators, together with your personal performance objectives. 

Q11.  What if I am unable to deliver the outcomes within the timeframe?
A.   In some cases you may not have achieved all the deliverables by the Final Report deadline.  You should however be able to show evidence of substantial progress in your Final Report. 

Q12. What kind and how many publications should I target?
A.  Highly ranked journals, research books, and book chapters are the preferred target publications.  In some cases only one publication may be possible, but in other cases, several journal articles and a research book chapter may be possible.  Be realistic and selective about your target publications.

Q13.  Will WARP be used to assess applications?

A. Your WARP record will be used to assess your research outputs, relative to opportunity.

Q14. Who will assess the applications?
A. A panel chaired by the DVC (R) and consisting of Associate Deans, and Institute and School representatives will assess each application and shortlist them before a final decision is made.  They will assess each application based on the applicant’s track record (WARP), project details, the likelihood of the expected deliverables (based on track record), and ability to increase research capacity in the school/Institute.

Q15.  What are the key dates for this scheme?

· The scheme opens to applicants on announcement from DVC (R).  
· 31 August 2011 (5pm) - Applications close.  
· 19 September  2011 – Applicants advised of the result.
· By 30 September 2011 – Funding available.   
· All funding will be allocated during 2011 and funds will be automatically rolled over to 2012.  
· 31 December 2012 - Final Report due. 

Q16.  Can I be named on two REGS grants at the same time?
A. No. You can only be named on one REGS grant at a time, regardless of your status as first named, or second named CI. 
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