	
	REFEREE REPORT
FOR ADMISSION AND SCHOLARSHIP for Higher Degree Research Candidature (PhD, Research Masters and Professional Doctorates) at THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA




Applicant: complete sections 1 and 2, then e-mail the form to your academic referee.
	1. Applicant’s Details


	Family Name
	
	First Name
	

	Degree (e.g. PhD, MA)
	
	
	


	2. UTAS School Details


	Please provide the details of the person/s at UTAS that has agreed to be your supervisor AND / OR the contact person for your proposed School/Institute of Enrolment:

	UTAS Primary Supervisor 
	
	Email
	

	UTAS School/Institute contact person
	
	Email
	


	3. Referee Details – to be completed by the Referee


	Title
	
	Full Name
	

	Institutional Address
	

	Position and Title
	

	Phone
	
	Email
	


	In the past five years, how many higher degree by research candidates have you worked with?
	


	4. Referee Assessment of Applicant  – to be completed by the Referee


Please Note: If you are a proposed supervisor for the higher degree by research for which the candidate is applying you will be required to give a detailed assessment of the applicant within the application for candidature. To avoid unnecessary duplication please provide brief comments below.

	1. How long have you known the applicant?
	
	

	
	Years
	Months


2. Please describe the extent of your knowledge of the applicant:
	


3. How would you describe the applicant’s aptitude for research higher degree candidature when compared with others in the same category?
	Score (%)
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Outstanding – of the highest merit, internationally competitive. The applicant is in the top 10% of students.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Excellent – strongly competitive at an international level. The applicant is in the top 20% of students.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Very good – an interested, sound, and compelling applicant. The applicant is in the top 30% of students

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Good – an average application. Approximately 40% of applicants would receive scores in this band.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The applicant is NOT ready to begin higher degree by research candidature


4. Please comment on the applicant’s research experience - with reference to academic background (including comparative standing in research qualifications e.g. Hons), sector-based experience, prizes/achievements and other research related activities 

	


	Has the applicant completed a research thesis as part of a degree? 
If Yes:
	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Unsure   FORMCHECKBOX 


	What proportion did the thesis represent in the overall assessment?
	     
	%
	

	Over what time period was the research project undertaken?
	     
	
	

	If available, what mark (%) was awarded for the thesis?
	     
	%
	

	If known, where was the applicant listed within their cohort?  (eg 6th out of 50 students).
	
	


5. Please provide an assessment of the degree of independence in key skills already possessed by the applicant.  Use the following indicative scale for each criteria:

	18-20
	Situation-oriented:  the student proposes, delimits and solves the problem (generally doctoral graduates but may include applicants with a high-level Research Masters).

	15-18
	Problem-oriented: the problem has to be delimited and the method chosen. The correctness of the solution must be demonstrated (generally 1st Class Honours or Research Masters level).

	10-15
	Task-oriented: the problem is defined, but the approach may be chosen within certain limits. The solution must be justified (generally Honours level).

	0-10
	Reproductive: the problem, the approach to be taken and the solution are all defined (generally undergraduate level).


	Criteria
	Points 0 -20

	Ability to demonstrate knowledge and understanding that is founded upon and extends and/or enhances that typically associated with an undergraduate degree
	

	Ability to develop and/or apply ideas, often within a research context

	

	Ability to apply  knowledge, understanding, and problem solving abilities in new or unfamiliar environments within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to the field of study
	

	Ability to integrate knowledge and handle complexity, and formulate judgements with incomplete or limited information
	

	Ability to communicate conclusions, and the knowledge and rationale underpinning these, to specialist and non-specialist audiences
	


6. Please provide any other additional comments relevant to the applicant’s application for higher degree by research candidature::
	


	Referee Name
	Referee’s Signature
	Date

	
	
	


Please send the completed form (PDF or WORD) to the School/Institute contact person and supervisor email addresses listed in Section 2.
Thank you.
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