ARC Discovery Early Career Researcher Award 2013- Funding Rules summary and changes
4.2.1	The objectives of the DECRA scheme are to:
a.	support and advance promising early career researchers; 
b.	promote enhanced opportunities for diverse career pathways;
c.	focus research effort in the National Research Priority areas to improve research capacity and policy outcomes; and
d.	enable research and research training in high quality and supportive environments.
Funding Rules & Instruction now available for 2013 at http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/decra/fundingrules.htm 
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	Office of Research Services closing time for submission of Organisational Statement for DVCR review and signing
	5.00 pm Wednesday, 22 February 2012

	Office of Research Services closing time for submission of Proposals:
	5.00 pm Wednesday, 29 February 2012

	ARC Closing time for submission of Proposals
	5.00 pm Wednesday, 21 March 2012

	Deadline for Request not to Assess (i.e. for any person you do not wish to assess your Proposal, you can submit a request for that through this Research Office).  
	5.00 pm Wednesday, 7 March 2012

	PhD award date to be eligible for a DECRA, without career interruption
	On or after 1 March 2007

	PhD award date to be eligible for a DECRA, with career interruption
Types of interruptions that will be considered (6.2.1 b) maternity or parental leave; carer’s responsibility; illness; disruption due to relocation for international post-doctoral studies; and/or unemployment or non-research employment (not exceeding three years).
	On or between 1 March 2004 and 1 March 2007 commensurate with period of career interruption




Key rules: 
Please read section 7 carefully to check your eligibility.
Only ONE DECRA application allowed in this round
A researcher may only apply for up to two DECRAs over the period in which they are eligible. 
A DECRA recipient cannot apply for a subsequent DECRA
At the closing time of submission of Proposals, can only be funded concurrently for ONE other Discovery schemes project, cannot relinquish roles to circumvent these limits. These limits include both projects receiving funding and Proposals submitted for funding in 2013. You cannot apply if you hold or intend to apply for any other current (in 2013) Commonwealth funding agency Fellowship
A DECRA Recipient must hold an appointment at the Administering Organisation (i.e. UTas) for the duration of the Award. 
A DECRA may, after commencement, be undertaken on a part time basis not exceeding six consecutive years
The DECRA scheme does not support Medical and Dental Research, there is an updated and expanded definition (compared to the 2012 rules) defined at 5.4.2 as involving any of the following:
a. late pre-clinical or early human trials of a human therapeutic agent, material or diagnostic test or device; or other interventional research involving humans;
b. using material collected from human subjects for the primary purpose of studying the underlying causes, prevalence, epidemiology or mode of inheritance of a disease or human condition; or
c. using established animal models or established cell lines for the purpose of studying the underlying causes, prevalence, epidemiology or mode of inheritance of a human disease or human health condition. 

Selection Criteria (more details below)
a. Project Quality and Innovation- 50%
b. DECRA candidate- 30%
c. Research Environment- 10%
d. Feasability and Benefit- 10%


	2012 Selection criteria
	2013 Selection criteria
	Comments

	a.	DECRA Candidate 	30%
i.	research opportunity and performance evidence (ROPE); and
ii.	capacity to undertake the proposed research;
	a.	Project Quality and Innovation 50%	
-	Does the research address a significant problem?
-	Is the conceptual/theoretical framework innovative and original?
-	Will the aims, concepts, methods and results advance knowledge?
	Project quality moved from criteria b to a, and now includes Innovation.
Project design and methods, and economic, environmental cultural and/or social benefits have been moved and expanded under the new category of Feasibility and Benefit.
National Research Priorities is no longer a criterium here, but is still listed in 4.2.c objectives: “focus research effort in the National Research Priorities…” (these are the Environmentally Sustainable Australia, Promoting Good Health etc categories)

	b.	Project Quality	50%
i.	does the research address a significant problem?
ii.	is the conceptual/theoretical framework innovative and original?
iii.	will the aims, concepts, methods and results advance knowledge? 
iv.	are the project design and methods appropriate? 
v.	will the proposed research provide economic, environmental, cultural and/or social benefit to Australia?
vi.	does the project address a National Research Priority area?
	b.	DECRA Candidate 	30%
-	research opportunity and performance evidence (ROPE); and
-	capacity to undertake the proposed research.
	No change apart from moving from criteria a to b.

	c.	Institutional Support	20%
i.	is there an existing, or developing, supportive and high quality research environment?
ii.	are the necessary facilities available to complete the project?
iii.	are there adequate strategies to encourage dissemination, commercialisation, if appropriate, and promotion of research outcomes?
	c.	Research Environment	10%
-	Is there a supportive and collaborative research environment for the project?
-	Will the project provide the DECRA Candidate with the capacity and opportunity to develop an independent record of innovative, high quality research?
-	Are the necessary facilities available to complete the Project?
-	Are there adequate strategies to encourage dissemination, commercialisation, if appropriate, and promotion of research outcomes?
	Re-named Research Environment, with a greater focus on support for the candidate.
Research Environment has been added to the definitions listed in the Funding Rules (P5) as 
the laboratory, department, school, centre or institute within the Administering Organisation where the majority of the research will be undertaken.

	
	d.	Feasibility and Benefit	10%
-	Are the design of the project and the expertise of the participants sufficient to ensure the project can be completed with the proposed budget and timeframe?
-	Will the completed project produce innovative economic, environmental, social and/or cultural benefit to the Australian and international community?
	New category taken from 2012 Project Quality section and expanded here (includes international community for example).


Funding amounts:
Salary for the DECRA recipient fixed at $85,000 p.a. and Project costs up to $40,000 p.a. for 3 years (or up to 6 years part time) commencing 1/1/2013
Budget items supported (5.2) include access to national and international facilities; access to workshop facilities required for the Project; equipment; maintenance; personnel such as research assistants, technicians; PhD stipends; specialised computer equipment and software (new addition); and travel costs for the DECRA recipient only not exceeding $50,000 over the life of the Project (new condition)
Budget items not supported (5.3) include capital works and infrastructure costs; student fees; costs not directly related to research (note, this has been expanded from 2012 to now exclude relocation costs, costs of dependants etc); and bench fees or similar laboratory access fees (also a new exclusion).
Research activities not supported (5.4) include data compilations, teaching materials, and medical and dental research as outlined above 

[bookmark: _Toc283735698][bookmark: _Toc310607156]The Organisational Statement in respect to the Research Environment (4.4) is a key part of the application. 
The Administering Organisation must provide a statement in relation to the Research Environment, approved by the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research), Chief Executive Officer or equivalent, within the Proposal outlining the:
a. extent to which the DECRA project aligns with the existing and/or emerging research strengths of the Administering Organisation;
b. arrangements under which the DECRA Candidate will be supported in a collaborative research environment; and
c. opportunities for the DECRA Candidate to demonstrate the level of independence required to be competitive for research and/or research and teaching pathways at the Administering Organisation during and after the project.
Please see the separate advice sheet, but:
TIPS
· Should be a strong statement particular to your research proposal and how it fits within the UTAS. Make it stand out.
· Make it specific, relevant, concise, supportive  
· Highlight institutional support
· Demonstrate opportunities that will arise as a result of the Award
· Discuss/consult with your supervisor and Head of Department/Dean/Associate Dean (Research) or equivalents.
FORMAT
· ARC format requirements- No more than 2 A4 pages, Times New Roman, 12 point
· MUST be signed by DVCR (forward to Ian.Cummings@utas.edu.au by 22/2/2012 for DVCR review and signing)
· Upload returned signed PDF to your application in RMS


