
	
	SCHOOL* RECOMMENDATION ON AN APPLICATION
FOR ADMISSION AND SCHOLARSHIP for Higher Degree Research Applicants (PhD, Research Masters and Professional Doctorates) at THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA


Please complete this recommendation and submit, with the Application (including all supporting documentation) and Referees Reports, once received, to Graduate.Research@utas.edu.au. If the documentation cannot be submitted electronically please mail to GRO, Private Bag 105, Hobart.
If the application is NOT supported please advise this decision in Section 10 – Endorsements. Please also complete Section 1 – Applicant Details and relevant parts of Section 2 - Program.
  

	Enrolling School:
	


	1. Applicant details


	
	
	
	UTAS Student ID (if applicable):
	

	Title:
	
	Family Name:
	

	
	Given Names:
	

	The applicant is:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 a domestic applicant
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 an International applicant
	


	2. Program


	Degree (e.g. PhD, MA):
	
	Course Code (e.g. R8C, S9G)
	
	and/or  Unit Code (e.g. KZA900)
	

	Campus of Study:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hobart
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Launceston
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cradle Coast
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 External

	Enrolment Status:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Full-time
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Part-time
	
	

	
	Note: International candidates on a student visa must be enrolled full-time while in Australia.

	

	The applicant must commence their HDR by:
	
	
	
	The commencement date should be at least 1 month and no more than 12 months after this recommendation is forwarded to GRO.

	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	


	International Conjoint Arrangements
	
	

	Is the applicant applying for admission under an international conjoint arrangement (i.e Cotutelle, Conjoint degree)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If yes, please provide details about the proposed conjoint arrangement:

	
	Name of Partner Institution:
	

	
	Location of Partner Institution:
	

	Status of Conjoint Arrangement Documentation

	
	Is a Memorandum of Understanding in place between UTAS and the partner institution? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Has a candidate agreement been completed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


*School refers to the enrolling School / Institute / Centre
	3. Basis of Admission

	Please advise the basis of entry:

	Doctoral

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5.1a(i)
	Applicant has a Bachelor degree with 1st class or upper 2nd class Honours.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5.1a(ii)
	Applicant has a graduate diploma with 1st class or upper 2nd class Honours.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5.1b
	Applicant has a Masters degree which includes a substantial research component of at least 25%.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5.1c
	Applicant has a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery which includes training in research methods or has demonstrated capacity to conduct a research program at postgraduate level.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5.1d
	Applicant has qualifications which can be considered equivalent to any listed above – please justify in Section 7 - Assessment of Applicant.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5.1e
	Applicant has submitted evidence of substantial research performance in the form of publications/ reports which can be considered a satisfactory substitute for the qualifications listed above – please justify in Section 7 - Assessment of Applicant.

	Masters
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6.1a(i)
	Applicant has a Bachelor degree with 1st or 2nd class Honours.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6.1a(ii)
	Applicant has a graduate diploma with 1st or 2nd class Honours.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6.1b
	Applicant has a Bachelor degree and publications/reports which demonstrate suitable research ability – please justify in Section 7 - Assessment of Applicant.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6.1c
	Entry is recommended on a preliminary basis and the candidate will be required to satisfactorily complete a course of advanced study within the first year of enrolment – please provide details below:

	
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6.1d
	Applicant has qualifications and/or suitable research performance which can be considered equivalent to those listed above - please justify in Section 7 - Assessment of Applicant.


	4. Project Details


The applicant, supervisory team and School have agreed to the details of the research project outlined in Section 8 of the Application submitted by the applicant. 

	Project Classification

	Is the research topic in a UTAS theme area?   Theme Area Definitions (33.0KB) 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, please advise which theme area:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AMS
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CPC
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ENV
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRO
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 P&H
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SPP

	Please provide the Research Classification Codes for the Proposed Project - Socio-Economic Objective (SEO), the Field of Research (FOR) and the Type of Research (TOR): www.utas.edu.au/research/funding/applying-for-funding/research-codes

	SEO:
	
	FOR:
	
	TOR:
	
	


	Infrastructure

	The School has established that there is sufficient funding and/or infrastructure for all aspects of the research project (excluding tuition fees and/or living expenses) for the duration of candidature. Funding the research project is the responsibility of the School.

	Does the School currently have all the required infrastructure/funds for the proposed project? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If No, please provide details of how the project can / will proceed:

	
	


	Regulatory Approval/s

If regulatory approvals (e.g. Human / Animal Ethics, Bioethics) are required the School must ensure that the candidate is appropriately informed and approval/s are obtained prior to commencing any such work.

More information can be found at:  www.utas.edu.au/research/integrity-and-ethics


	Intellectual Property or Confidentiality Agreements 

	If there are limitations imposed on the proposed project, such as confidentiality agreements or Intellectual Property restrictions, the School must ensure that the project is appropriate for a higher degree by research candidate at UTAS.

If UTAS requires an assignment of the student’s Intellectual Property in order to comply with the terms of any contract UTAS may have with a sponsor or funding source, or in terms of background or third party IP; the School must ensure the candidate is appropriately informed about the assignment of any Intellectual Property (including, but not limited to, the possible consequences of this decision).

Copies of the Intellectual Property Deed and more information on Intellectual Property can be found at:
www.utas.edu.au/research/graduate-research/resources2/rules,-procedures-and-guidelines/intellectual-property


	5. Proposed Supervision Arrangements


All supervisors are required to be registered with the Board of Graduate Research. An offer cannot be made to 
the applicant until these arrangements have been made.
	
	Name
	School
	Supervision Load

(must total 100%)

	Primary Supervisor:
	     
	     
	     

	Supervisor:
	     
	     
	     

	Supervisor:
	     
	     
	     

	Supervisor:
	     
	     
	     


All supervisors must sign the declaration at the end of this application.

If supervision is across Schools / Institutes, the Head of ALL relevant Schools / Institutes must endorse the application.
	Does the Primary Supervisor have access to iGrad, via inSite (see notes)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Note: iGrad
	· The Primary Supervisor is required to confirm that mandatory candidature requirements have been met via iGrad in inSite (the University’s online student management portal). An offer will not be made to the applicant until access to iGrad has been confirmed.

· All supervisors should ensure they have access to iGrad. iGrad provides supervisors and candidates with important candidature information.  

· 
More information on iGrad, including how to apply for access is available at 
· www.utas.edu.au/research/graduate-research/current/igrad-for-candidates" 

www.utas.edu.au/research/graduate-research/current/igrad-for-candidates



	Details of external Supervisors holding adjunct or honorary appointments at UTAS

	1. Name (incl. Title):
	     
	2. Name (incl Title):
	     

	Organisation:
	     
	Organisation:
	     

	Position
	     
	Position
	     

	Email:
	     
	Email:
	     

	Telephone:
	     
	Telephone:
	     


	6. Assessment of Applicant


In assessing the suitability of an applicant for HDR study the following qualities should be considered:
· research/scholarly experience; 
· knowledge about the project/research area they are applying for;
· interpersonal skills/collegiality; 
· writing/communication; and
· determination and integrity. 
Information should be obtained from the Application Form, Referees’ Reports, the applicant’s CV and transcripts of previous studies, other application documents and discussions with the applicant. 
Consideration should also be given to the quality, capacity and commitment to HDR training of the research grouping and the proposed supervisory team as this will have a substantial impact on the ability of a candidate to develop a good research ethic and successfully complete the HDR.
Applicants with Overseas Qualifications

Where the School are satisfied that the overseas qualifications are of the required standard the application should proceed. However, in circumstances where there is some uncertainty about the qualification/s; the School may forward a copy of all documentation relating to previous qualifications to the Graduate Research Office and request assistance with the assessment of these qualifications.  Please note that if an applicant has more than one post secondary qualification all qualification documentation is required as some overseas education systems have ‘graded’ degrees where the quality of one qualification depends on the details of an earlier qualification. 
	Merit Score
For each of the three broad areas outlined below please summarise and justify your assessment of the applicant with reference to disciplinary norms and expectations within your School.  Each area should receive a merit score out of 100.

Recognising the subjective character of scores, please rate the merit of this application against other applications in your School (over the last five years) using the following guidelines.  
Score (%)
90-100

Outstanding – of the highest merit, internationally competitive; in the top 10%.
80-89

Excellent – strongly competitive at an international level; in the top 20%.

70-79

Very good – an interested, sound, and compelling application; in the top 30%
60-69

Good – an average application. Approximately 40% of applications would receive scores in this band.

0-59
Applications with scores in this band should not be supported. 

Note: The Dean reserves the right to adjust merit scores if the scores provided are not supported by the accompanying justification.


Research experience 
Reference should be made to the applicant’s academic background (including comparative standing in research qualifications e.g. Hons), sector-based experience, prizes/achievements and other research related activities.
[weighting  40%]
	

	MERIT SCORE (%):
	


Appropriateness of the research project and supervisory team (quality, significance, strategic fit)
Specific reference should be made as to the proposed project’s suitability for a HDR degree, including constraints imposed by the period of candidature.  Consideration could include the suitability of the support provided (infrastructure, funding, access to resources, etc), the experience and expertise of the supervisory team in the area, and, if appropriate the, advantage of collaboration with other partners/organisations.
The benefits that the proposed project and the candidate will/may add to the broad strategic research goals for the group/School should be identified.  The supervisory team should highlight individual research achievements and supervisory history.  Research performance of supervisors should be checked against WARP and compared to discipline norms (e.g. ERA rankings).
[weighting 20%]
	

	MERIT SCORE (%):
	


Research potential and key skills 
[weighting 40%] 
On the evidence provided (and following discussions with the applicant) provide an assessment of the degree of independence in key skills already possessed by the applicant.  Use the following indicative scale for each criteria:
	18-20
	Situation-oriented: the student proposes, delimits and solves the problem (generally doctoral graduates but may include applicants with a high-level Research Masters).

	15-18
	Problem-oriented: the problem has to be delimited and the method chosen. The correctness of the solution must be demonstrated (generally 1st Class Honours or Research Masters level).

	10-15
	Task-oriented: the problem is defined, but the approach may be chosen within certain limits. The solution must be justified (generally Honours level).

	0-10
	Reproductive: the problem, the approach to be taken and the solution are all defined (generally undergraduate level).


	Criteria
	Points 0 -20

	Ability to demonstrate knowledge and understanding that is founded upon and extends and/or enhances that typically associated with an undergraduate degree
	

	Ability to develop and/or apply ideas, often within a research context

	

	Ability to apply  knowledge, understanding, and problem solving abilities in new or unfamiliar environments within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to the field of study
	

	Ability to integrate knowledge and handle complexity, and formulate judgements with incomplete or limited information
	

	Ability to communicate conclusions, and the knowledge and rationale underpinning these, to specialist and non-specialist audiences
	


	 MERIT SCORE = SUM OF ABOVE SCORES:
	



Please outline the reasons upon which the above scores are based:
	


Summary Table: 
Each of the three categories should have a Merit Score out of 100. To determine the applicant’s overall assessment score:
1. multiply the Merit Score by the weighting 
2. enter the result in the Weighted Score column,
3. add the three weighted scores to calculate the Total Weighted Score out of 100.

	Category
	Merit Score
 (/100)
	Weighting
	Weighted Score

	Academic background and/or sector-based experience

	
	x 0.4
	

	Appropriateness of the research project and supervisory team

	
	x 0.2
	

	Research potential and key skills

	
	x 0.4
	

	Total Weighted Score (/100)
	



	7.Scholarship Support


Eligibility for a scholarship will be determined by the Dean of Graduate Research based on the information provided by the School and taking into consideration the specific eligibility criteria contained in the scholarship conditions of award.
Please Note: Doctoral scholarships are normally awarded for 3 years. Subject to evidence of satisfactory progress a PhD candidate may be entitled to a 6 month scholarship extension.  Scholarships for Masters study are awarded for 2 years only and no extension is permitted.

	7A -Domestic Applicant


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The applicant does not require scholarship.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	We do not support the offer of a scholarship and have advised the applicant of this decision.

	We nominate the Applicant for the following scholarship:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Australian Postgraduate Award (APA) or Tasmania Graduate Research Scholarship (TGRS). 
(living allowance at APA rate funded by GRO). 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Elite Research Scholarship. 
(living allowance at APA rate fully funded by GRO,  School to  provide a top-up of $7,500pa for 3.5 years. 
Please provide top-up account details below:

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account:  26121

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Australian Postgraduate Award Industry (APAI)
(living allowance at APAI rate funded by chief investigator’s Linkage Grant)

	
	Chief Investigator:
	

	
	Project Title:
	

	
	Grant Reference:
	
	

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account:  26121

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Scholarship funded from Other Source
Note: If this scholarship will be provided from School funds, a scholarship checklist must be submitted to GRO before an offer can be made to the applicant, email graduate.research@utas.edu to obtain a copy.

	
	Scholarship Name/ Funding Source:
	

	
	Please provide details about the applicant’s eligibility  and / or suitability for this scholarship:

	
	


	7B - International Applicant


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The applicant does not require scholarship.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	We do not support the offer of a scholarship and have advised the applicant of this decision.

	We nominate the Applicant for the following scholarship:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	International Postgraduate Research Scholarship (IPRS) 
(full tuition fee, living allowance at APA rate fully funded by GRO, Overseas Student Health Cover)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	UTAS International Scholarship – living allowance
(living allowance at APA rate fully funded by GRO, full tuition fee funded from other funds)

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Tuition fees will be funded by the School – please provide details below.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The candidate will be responsible for payment of the tuition fees

	
	Provide fund for tuition fee (if funded from School):

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account: 35032

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	UTAS International Scholarship – tuition fee
(full tuition fee funded by GRO, living allowance at (minimum) APA rate funded from other funds)

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The living allowance will be funded by the School – please provide details below.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The candidate will be self-funded

	
	Provide fund for living allowance (if funded from School):

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account:  26121

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	UTAS International Scholarship – living allowance + tuition fee
(full tuition fee funded by GRO;  living allowance at APA rate fully funded by School/Institute until Confirmation of Candidature, then by GRO; School/Institute provide $4 000 upfront payment and surrenders Completion funding)
Please note - Applicants must meet additional English language requirements to be eligible for this scholarship. 
IELTS - overall 7.0 with no band less than 6.0. 
TOEFL (paper- based) – 600 with a TWE of 5.0.

TOEFL (internet-based) – 100 with a written score of 24 and no band less than 21.
Provide fund for living allowance:

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account:  26121

	
	Provide fund for upfront payment:

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account: 
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Australian Postgraduate Award Industry (APAI)
(living allowance at APAI rate funded by chief investigator’s Linkage Grant)

	
	Chief Investigator:
	

	
	Project Title:
	

	
	Grant Reference:
	
	

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account:  26121

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Elite Research Scholarship. 
(PhD only - living allowance at APA rate funded by GRO,  School/Institute to  provide a top-up of $7,500pa for 3.5 years). 
Please provide top-up account details below:

	
	Ledger:
	
	Project No:
	
	Natural Account:  26121


	7B - International Applicant Scholarship Support (continued)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Scholarship funded from Other Source
Note: If this scholarship will be provided from School funds, a scholarship checklist must be submitted to GRO before an offer can be made to the applicant, email graduate.research@utas.edu.au 

	
	Scholarship Name/ Funding Source:
	

	
	Please provide details about the applicant’s eligibility  and / or suitability for this scholarship:

	
	


Overseas Student Health Cover FOR INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS ONLY
It is a condition of a student visa that a candidate maintains Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) for the duration of their studies in Australia.  From 1 July 2010, the Department of Immigration & Citizenship require the full cost of the OSHC to be paid up-front before the candidate commences study in Australia.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The applicant has applied for an IPRS.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The School will cover the cost of the OSHC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The applicant will need to make their own arrangements for OSHC


	8. Offer Conditions


	Please advise below any specific conditions / requirements that the School wish to impose on the offer of enrolment or on the candidature:

	


	9. Other Comments (optional)


	


	10. Endorsements


	Supervisors:

1. I accept the appointment as listed in Section 5 of this recommendation,
2. I confirm that I have discussed all aspects of the research project with the candidate (including but not limited to issues surrounding intellectual property, ethical conduct,  candidature requirements and progress), 

3. The information provided in the Assessment of Applicant is accurate and I am satisfied that the applicant has the necessary skills to successfully complete the HDR within the maximum period allowed,
4. I confirm that I have the expertise, time and resources to supervise the proposed research project, and

5. I agree to abide by the Code of Conduct in Supervision.


	Name
	Signature
	Date

	     
	
	     


	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     


	Graduate Research Co-ordinator (from the enrolling School): 
I have discussed the application with the supervisory team and am satisfied that the applicant is suitable for HDR study at UTAS. I support this application.

	Signature:
	
	Date:
	


	 Head(s) of School:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The Application is NOT Supported and the applicant has been advised of this decision

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The Application is Supported and

	1. I have discussed this application with the supervisory team / Graduate Research Co-ordinator and are satisfied that the candidate has been provided with the appropriate information and advice in relation to their research project and the HDR candidature.
2. I confirm that the proposed supervision arrangements are satisfactory and that the resources required for successful completion of the research project are available.

3. I confirm that the School is able to support the applicant to carry out the agreed project and program.
4. Where requested, I support the offer of a scholarship and confirm that, where a School contribution is required, the School has sufficient funds to underwrite the contribution.  

	Name
	Signature
	Date

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     


The COMPLETED Application, School Recommendation, Supporting Documentation and Referees Reports should be emailed to Graduate.Research@utas.edu.au
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