Thesis Requirements

Mandatory Requirements

Title Page
The first page of the thesis should be the title page which contains the following information:
· thesis title
· your full name
· a list of your prior qualifications
· “Submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of XX”
· “University of Tasmania”
· the month and year of submission
	
Note: If your degree required completion of coursework or your assessment includes an exhibition / performance / recital your title page should advise that the thesis was “Submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of XX”

Statements and Declarations
The thesis must contain a declaration of originality and the appropriate authority of access statement. Statements relating to ethical conduct, published work and co-authorship must also be included if appropriate. All statements must be signed and dated. Please note that original signatures are required.
 
Declaration of Originality 
"This thesis contains no material which has been accepted for a degree or diploma by the University or any other institution, except by way of background information and duly acknowledged in the thesis, and to the best of the my knowledge and belief no material previously published or written by another person except where due acknowledgement is made in the text of the thesis, nor does the thesis contain any material that infringes copyright.”

Authority of Access 
The authority of access statement should reflect any agreement which exists between the University and an external organisation (such as a sponsor of the research) regarding the work. Examples of appropriate statements are: 

1. This thesis may be made available for loan and limited copying and communication  in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968.

2. This thesis may be made available for loan. Copying and communication of any part of this thesis is prohibited for two years from the date this statement was signed; after that time limited copying and communication is permitted in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968.

3. This thesis is not to be made available for loan or copying for two years following the date this statement was signed. Following that time the thesis may be made available for loan and limited copying and communication in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968.

4. (A statement of conditions applying to loan and access for copying which is consistent with any existing (intellectual property or other kind of) agreements relating to the thesis or work reported in it.)

Statement regarding published work contained in thesis (where applicable)
“The publishers of the papers comprising Chapters X to/and Y hold the copyright for that content, and access to the material should be sought from the respective journals. The remaining non published content of the thesis may be made available for loan and limited copying and communication in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968.”


Statement of Co-authorship (where applicable)
Where the candidate has co-authored a published paper that is included in the body of the text or is included in whole or in part in the appendix, a statement of authorship should be prepared by the candidate’s supervisors for inclusion in the thesis. This statement must be signed by the primary supervisor and attest to the contribution of the candidate and the coauthors.

An example of the required statement of co-authorship is available at www.utas.edu.au/graduate-research/examination/guidelines-and-forms 


Statement of Ethical Conduct (where applicable)
“The research associated with this thesis abides by the international and Australian codes on human and animal experimentation, the guidelines by the Australian Government's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator and the rulings of the Safety, Ethics and Institutional Biosafety Committees of the University.”


Other Information
The following information is provided as a guide only. Please discuss the length, composition and format of your thesis with your supervisory team to ensure that the finished product complies with the expected disciplinary norms.

Page Size
The thesis must be printed on good quality A4 paper (297 mm x 210 mm).

Double sided printing
Printing on both sides of the paper is permitted provided the paper is heavy enough; it should be noted that corrections can be more difficult to make when both sides are used, and some examiners prefer single-sided printing.

Font Size
The font size of text in the main body of the thesis should not be less than 10 points, with line spacing and line length appropriate to the font size. Candidates should not use unusual or small fonts and single line spacing is not recommended.



Photographs and Illustrations
Photographs or mounted illustrations should normally be reproduced on A4 paper and bound in the appropriate places in the text.  If photographic and other illustrations are smaller than A4 they must be securely fixed.

Published Work
A candidate who has publications relevant to the thesis may include reprints which should be placed in a pocket attached to the inside of the back cover of the thesis. 

A candidate who is submitting for a PhD work based primarily on previous publications should normally incorporate publications in the main body of the text.


Thesis Binding
Thesis submitted for examination are generally soft-bound (e.g. plastic ring, spiral, taped spine) with card or plastic covers as this allows for any corrections required by the examiners to be made more easily. However, some disciplines do not conform to this standard and you should discuss this with your supervisory team. 

The binding must be strong enough not to be damaged in the post or by normal handling.  

Proof-reading
The thesis submitted for examination should be free of typographical and spelling errors – as these are a source of irritation to examiners and suggest a lack of care and attention. 

The candidate and supervisory team are primarily responsible for editing and proof-reading a thesis prior to submission. The use of professional editors is not permitted.  A professional proof reader may be used only to assist with formatting, grammar and style.  The proof reader must not alter or improve the substantive content or conceptual organisation of the thesis. 

Language
The thesis must be written in English. In exceptional circumstances the Board of Graduate Research may give approval for the thesis to be written in another language. This approval must be granted before commencement in the higher degree by research. Where approval has been granted the submitted thesis must contain a substantial summary and abstract in English.
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