Significant Amendments to Courses Template

Note: Significant amendments to combined courses require the approval of both Faculties.

1. Name of course to which amendments are proposed

In February 1997, Academic Senate endorsed procedures requiring Faculties to specify details of the timing resulting from a proposed change in title to an existing award and guidelines for implementation including enabling students, as appropriate, to be either taught out under the old title or to seek approval to graduate with the new title. For the relevant procedures and guidelines, see Changes to Award Titles – that follow in this chapter.

2. Description of the proposed amendments

3. Reason(s) for seeking to introduce the proposed amendments

Identify the nature of the problem which the amendments seek to address or alternatively the opportunity which the amendments seek to exploit. Detail the process of evaluation or impetus which led to the proposed amendments. For example, indicate whether such amendments arose from a review of the course undertaken in conjunction with students, employers, professional bodies. The impact on demand should be detailed and projected intakes and enrolments indicated and justified. 

4. Proposed year and semester of introduction

5. School(s) which will teach the amended course

6. Campus(s) on which the amended course will be taught

7. Course Advisory Committee

A course advisory committee must be involved in any major redevelopment of a course and in the on-going monitoring of the course. Details of membership must be provided, including names and roles of external representatives from business, industry, the community, professional associations or other universities.
8. Educational objectives of the amended course

These may be general, for instance - to develop in students a commitment to lifetime study and self-development...; be indicative of a vocational orientation, for instance - to equip students with the fundamental knowledge, skills, capabilities and awareness which are necessary for a graduate to practice, architecture...; be curriculum specific, for instance - to develop an understanding of the basic concepts involved in the creation, storage and maintenance of data ...; or relate to opportunities to further develop the range of courses in a discipline, for instance - to provide an opportunity for students to undertake research in the discipline and upon successful completion to undertake research higher degree study.

9. Length of Course and maximum time for completion

Clarify if different from existing course

10. Teaching Mode (eg internal or by distance education/part-time of full time, flexible delivery, etc)

Clarify if different from existing course

11.  Course Structure 

Course structures must be described in terms of unit weights expressed as percentages of annual course requirements. All undergraduate units will be one semester in length and based on standard 12.5% - or a multiple of 12.5% - weighting unless a particular case is made for an exemption that clearly demonstrates that students would not be disadvantaged. For example, a full-time load of 8x12.5% units. 

1. Generic attributes

Provide details of how the amended course meets the requirements of the Policy on the Generic Attributes of Graduates of the University of Tasmania.  Outline how each of the attributes will be developed, taught and assessed within the course.

· knowledge

· communication skills

· problem-solving skills

· global perspective

· social responsibility

2. Admission Requirements

Clarify if different from existing course.

Provide details of admission requirements which are different from the standard minimum University entrance requirements for undergraduate courses ((available on the web at: http://www.prospective.utas.edu.au/howqualify.php?section=2. Identify any required subject prerequisites. Give a full description of admission requirements for postgraduate coursework courses. In the case of international students, please refer to English Language requirements (available on the web at http://www.international.utas.edu.au/static/admissionRequirements.php 

3. Articulation with other courses

Indicate whether the amendments will create opportunities for articulation with other courses, and in particular relevant TAFE courses, or alter existing articulation arrangements.

4. Other related courses offered by this University

Provide details of existing units which could be used in effecting the proposed amendments and, if relevant, of the consultation which has occurred with the School(s) offering these units.

5. Anticipated professional recognition (if relevant)

6. Specific ways in which the amendments will be monitored and their success evaluated.

Provide details of the procedures to be used, including any performance indicators against which the success of the amendments will be evaluated, and a timetable for reporting the progress and outcome of evaluation to UT&LC.

7. Attachments

The proposal must contain the following attachments:

a. Unit descriptions

Provide a unit description of each new unit in the format required for inclusion in the  Course and Unit database. Requests for new unit or alteration to existing unit forms are available at http://www.utas.edu.au/cu/ together with instructions on how to complete them.

b. Course specifications and schedules

Provide course specifications and schedules, amended to reflect the proposed changes, in the format for inclusion in the Course and Unit database. . See generic example in the New Course Proposal section. Templates are available at http://www.utas.edu.au/tlqam.

c. Staff qualifications and teaching/supervision responsibilities

List all staff who will be involved in teaching the course, detailing their qualifications and the unit(s) which they will teach or the role they will play in supervision of research students.

d. Statement of Resource Impact (to be forwarded to Planning and Resources Committee for approval)

Provide written confirmation from the Dean of the Faculty that the proposal is consistent with School, Faculty and University Plans and has been supported for expenditure within the Faculty which has indicated that the resources are available to support its offering. Note important resource considerations include: staff, library materials, computing facilities and teaching infrastructure.

Note: In the case of combined degrees involving more than one Faculty, the approval of both Deans is required to attest to the fact that there has been joint agreement on:

· the structure of the combined degree and the contribution of each program;

· cross-crediting arrangements ;

· implications for professional accreditation;

· resourcing and staffing of the course;

· timetabling implications;

· arrangements for administering the course.

A detailed Resource Impact Statement must be submitted to the Planning and Resources Committee. Guidelines on completing the Resource Impact Statement are contained in the chapter on New Course Proposals.
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