	
	University of Tasmania

Animal Ethics Committee

INITIAL APPLICATION FORM


	Research Services

University of Tasmania

Private Bag 01

Hobart, Tasmania 7001

Tel:    (03) 6226 7283     

Fax: (03) 6226 7148

Email: animal.ethics@utas.edu.au



PLEASE ENSURE YOU HAVE READ THE AEC APPLICATION SUBMISSION GUIDE PRIOR TO SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION
AEC use only                 


Animal Ethics Number:


Date application received at RDO:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hard Copy?

Honours project?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

All signatures received?:    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, waiting on



Duration of approval: From:
To:

Approved protocol includes:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional information outlined in correspondence (see file)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Special conditions of approval outlined in AEC permit
Any specific issues flagged for consideration by the AEC in the annual project review?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Details:


Flagged for monitoring by the AWO:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Any other details/comments:


Project Details      

Please type your project details in Times New Roman 12 point in the boxes

	Project title 

	

	Responsible investigator 
 

(include title, name & position) 
	

	School or Discipline
	
	Internal box no
	

	Postal Address
	

	Phone
(include business and mobile)
	

	Fax
	

	Email
	


PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TIME TAKEN TO APPROVE APPLICATIONS IS SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED WHEN CARE IS TAKEN BY APPLICANTS TO FULLY COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS.

Please write your responses to each question in the boxes provided – these will expand as you type.

SECTION A: Outline of Proposal                 

A1. Primary Purpose 
Please indicate the primary purpose of the project by deleting YES or NO as applicable

	Teaching 

This covers all teaching activities and vocational training conducted by and/or involving UTas staff and/or students – this includes high school and college teaching activities and demonstrations.  If you have selected this option, you must also complete Attachments A and B relevant to teaching activities at the end of this document.
	YES /  NO

	Research
	YES /  NO

	Teaching and Research 

If you have selected this option, you must also complete Attachments A and B relevant to teaching activities at the end of this document
	YES /  NO


A2. Period of Investigation

Please type your responses after the questions in Times New Roman 12 point

	Expected commencement date: 
	

	Expected completion date: 
	

	Is this an honours project? 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


As the AEC is aware that some honours projects are subject to tight timeframes, the Committee will endeavour to expedite the approval of these.
A3. Progress of Investigation

Please type your responses after the questions in Times New Roman 12 point
	Has this investigation already commenced as part of a previously approved project?  

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’:
	Year in which investigation commenced: 
	

	Previous Animal Ethics Number:
	A000​​


A4. Potential benefits of the project 
 (lay summary)

This section is to assist AEC members in understanding the reasons behind the request for approval to use animals and the potential benefits of the project.

Please give a clear description in plain English of:

1. The major aims of the project

2. The animals to be used

3. The procedures to be employed (ie what will actually happen to the animals)

4. The expected benefits in: 
· increasing our understanding of humans or animals;

· maintaining or improving human or animal health and welfare;

· improving animal management or production;
· achieving educational objectives;   OR

· achieving environmental objectives. 

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type

	


SECTION B: Justification                

Please provide justification for the use of animals in this project, weighing the predicted scientific or educational value of the projects against the potential impact on the welfare of the animals.  

NB: Particular justification must be given for potentially severe or ethically contentious procedures, for example:

• unrelieved pain and distress including where the planned end-points will allow severe adverse effects to occur (see COP 3.3.10);

• death as the end point (see COP 1.27 and 3.3.5) 

• reuse of animals (see COP 3.3.11);

• prolonged restraint or confinement (see COP 3.3.16);

• production of monoclonal antibodies by the ascites method (see COP 3.3.69 and 3.3.71) and

• the use of non-human primates (see COP 3.3.79).

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


SECTION C: Animals                 

C1. Number and species 
  

Please indicate if applicable:

	Observational study / survey / trapping  – precise numbers not known, numbers provided are a best estimate only.  Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’:
Estimating exact numbers for wildlife projects can be difficult and the Animal Ethics Committee does take this in to consideration.  This information is required under the Code of Practice however so you will need to provide an estimate.

Make the best estimate you can and explain why it is not possible to be more accurate eg. Trapping has not been carried out in this area before. You will need to keep the AEC regularly informed if the numbers exceed your estimate or animals you did not specify in the application are trapped. If the project runs into a second year you will be expected to be more accurate with your trapping estimates in your annual report.

If you have selected ‘YES’ to the above, please detail in the box below how numbers of animals were calculated.
Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


Please use a separate row for each species and tab to add additional rows as required
	Species

(common and scientific names)
	Strain
	No. to be used

(lst yr of project)
	No. to be killed

(lst yr of project)
	Approx total no.

to be used in complete project (ie over 3 year approval period)
	Source

	Location

(refer to endnotes for the correct code)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


C2. Description of Animals

Give strain, age, sex and weight if applicable.  Explain why these species/strains, etc. of animals have been chosen.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


C3. Reduction (COP 1.9-1.13)
· Number of animals

Explain, on the basis of experimental design, why this number of animals will be required.  This must be the minimum number of animals that is necessary in order to obtain a valid result. (In the event that additional animals are needed, an AEC application for modification form may be submitted).
Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


· Re-use

Is there an opportunity for re-use by the sharing of tissues or animals?

Individual animals must not be used in more than one study either in the same or different projects, without the express approval of the Committee. However, appropriate re-use of animals may reduce the total number of animals used in a project, result in better experimental design, reduce distress or avoid pain to other animals (COP 3.3.11).  

If the investigation involves the use of animals that have been the subject of previous research you will need to justify their use in this project, give the previous investigation number and describe this previous use and current condition.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


· Previous studies 

Does this investigation repeat previously reported studies? If so, give references and justify why repetition is necessary. 

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


C4. Replacement (COP 1.8)

Please provide an explanation of why animals are needed for the project including:

· a list of any potential alternatives to animal use;

· whether any of these are being used in this project, and if not;

· why alternatives are unsuitable for this project.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


C5. Refinement (COP 1.14 – 1.28)

The aim of refinement is to reduce the impact of the investigation on the animals that are used.  Describe the measures to be taken to address those factors and procedures that may impact on an animal’s well-being (as identified in question A3).  Refinement might be achieved in a number of areas eg research design, procedures, housing conditions, animal handling.  For relevant projects, describe clearly the circumstances that would lead to euthanasia of an animal.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


SECTION D: Procedures                 

D1. Please classify the proposed procedures by deleting YES or NO as appropriate.

Details of each of the procedures selected must be provided under D2 Detailed Procedures.   Please refer to the detailed endnotes provided after the procedures selected for additional information on what should be included in your response to D2.

Please delete YES or NO as appropriate
	1. Field study/capture or study of free-living (including feral) animals 

	YES /  NO

	2. Marking or tagging

	YES /  NO

	3. Behaviour observations
	YES /  NO

	4. Harvesting of tissues from dead animals
	YES /  NO

	5. Dissection of dead animals
	YES /  NO

	6. Anaesthesia with subsequent recovery

	YES /  NO

	7. Anaesthesia without subsequent recovery

	YES /  NO

	8. Surgical procedures

	YES /  NO

	9.  Use of neuromuscular blockers 

	YES /  NO

	10. Infection with microbial agents and/or parasites/ testing of toxins 

	YES /  NO

	11. Implantation/attachment of electrodes, catheters, transmitters

	YES /  NO

	12. Blood sampling 

	YES /  NO

	13. Production of antisera

	YES /  NO

	14. Forced exercise

	YES /  NO

	15. Feeding studies, including diet modification

	YES /  NO

	16. Death as an end-point/LD50 tests 
 
	YES /  NO

	17. Animals with altered genetic make-up (manipulated, modified, naturally occurring mutation) 

	YES /  NO

	18. Administration of pharmaceutical agents

	YES /  NO

	Other. Other Procedures: if selected, please detail in the box below 
	YES /  NO

	


D2. Detailed Procedures 

Give details (sequentially) on what happens to the animal/s from the time you obtain them until the time the project is completed.   Please ensure that each procedure selected from the list in D1 is described in detail as per the endnotes (provided after the selected procedures). 

A flow chart or sequence of events table may assist in making this information clear.
Your step by step description of what will happen to each animal should include:

· transport, acclimatisation and conditions of housing and handling;

· experimental and other procedures, including dose and route of any substance or treatment given and method, volume and frequency of samples collected;

· surgical and related procedures including dose of anaesthetic, analgesic and tranquillising agents and methods of monitoring their adequacy and side effects;

· the sequence and timing of events from start to finish for individual animals or groups, and

· the arrangements for the animal at the completion of the project, including, if applicable, the method of humane killing.

Please also refer to the attached checklist to ensure all details have been considered, e.g., treatment substances, dose rates, routes of administration, anaesthetic and analgesic regimens.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


D3. Animal Welfare Impact

Please identify all aspects of animal use and management, including handling and housing, that may adversely impact on the animals’ wellbeing, and how this impact will be 
inimized (refer to the checklist at the end of this form for common factors that should be considered). The information provided should include:

· details of the refinement of procedures which reduce the adverse impact on animals,

· how any impact will be monitored, assessed and managed, and

· procedures to identify and quickly respond to unforeseen complications.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


D4. Experimental Endpoints

Specify the scientific endpoints of this project and state the reason for selecting these.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


Other than the scientific endpoints, what factors affecting the wellbeing of animals will lead to premature termination of the experiment, eg., tumour size, maximum weight loss, excess stress of the animals (how will this be assessed)?  

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


D5. Fate of Animals
What will happen to animals at the completion of each experiment?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


If animals are to be euthanased,

· How will this be done?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


· Will animals be euthanased in the presence of other animals?


 Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


· Who will euthanase the animals?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


D6. Timetable

Include a timetable of experiments if this will make the proposed study clearer. A basic timetable must be provided if the investigation will take place over longer than one year.  You should note the time of year (ie season) that experiments/research will take place as this may impact upon the animal(s). 

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


D7. Risks

Please specify any special risks to other animals or humans arising from the project (see COP 3.3.50 – 3.3.54)

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


SECTION E: Animal Housing and Husbandry                 

E1. Transport

Explain type, duration, confinement, number of animals (if appropriate) and detail the method/s of transport to be used in the project and the accepted norm for the species.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


E2. Housing

Standards of animal housing and management can have a significant impact on animal well-being.  Explain where animals will be housed and the type of housing.  Points to consider are the maximum/minimum animals per cage/pen, isolation, group housing (stocking rates, sexes), shelter, bedding, hiding areas, environmental enrichment, conditioning period, day to day husbandry of the animal/s, eg diet, and how the normal environment of native animals is approximated.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


E3. Site where procedures are to be carried out

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


E4. Holding time

What is the maximum time for which any individual animal will be held?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


E5. Monitoring by Investigators

Please detail how the wellbeing of animals will be assessed throughout the project including:

Details of the method and frequency of routine monitoring of animals.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


Details of the method and frequency of monitoring animals during and after procedures.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


What will be done if a problem is identified?  Please include the criteria used for intervention, treatment, or withdrawal of the animals from the project.

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


Who will be responsible for the management of veterinary and other emergencies?  How will it be ensured that research staff  know their location and how to contact them quickly?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


Names and contact details of personnel responsible for day to day monitoring and for dealing with emergencies.  Who will monitor the animals (include names, qualifications and experience with the species being used):

a) During weekdays?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


b) At night (if applicable)?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


c) During weekends and holidays (if applicable)?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


SECTION F: Administrative and Financial Details                 

F1. Funding

	Do you intend to apply for a grant to fund this project? Please delete YES or NO as applicable 
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’:

Which funding bodies are you applying to?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


If you have already submitted a grant application, please provide the University of Tasmania Grant Reference Number 

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


If your application for funding is unsuccessful, how do you intend to fund the project?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


If ‘NO’:
How do you intend to fund this project?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


F2. Review of research proposals

	Has this project been subjected to peer review? (eg as part of a grant application)* 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO

	If possible, please provide a copy of any relevant reviews and append them to this application.

Are any reviews appended to this application?  Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


*Please note that if the project has not been subject to national level review, the AEC is obliged to look closely at the scientific merit of the application and may seek external expert advice in the assessment of this.

SECTION G: Personnel 

List the qualifications and experience of all personnel in this project who will be involved with live animals. Detail whether the experience is with the species being used as well as the procedures being undertaken. In particular, when surgical or other invasive procedures are involved, the Committee will look closely at investigators’ experience before giving approval.  

	RESPONSIBLE INVESTIGATOR  

Please fill out the table below writing responses in Times New Roman 12 point

	Title, Name and Position
	

	Telephone B/H
	
	Telephone A/H:
	

	Mobile Telephone
	
	Fax:
	

	Experience with nominated procedures
	

	Experience with nominated species
	

	If inexperienced with either species or procedures(s), how will experience be gained?
	


	NOMINEE  
  

Please fill out the table below writing responses in Times New Roman 12 point

	Title, Name and Position
	

	School or Discipline
	
	Internal Box no
	

	Telephone B/H
	
	Email
	

	Experience with nominated procedures
	

	Experience with nominated species
	

	If inexperienced with either species or procedures(s), how will experience be gained?
	


	ASSOCIATE INVESTIGATOR 1 

Please fill out the table below writing responses in Times New Roman 12 point

	Title, Name and Position
	

	School or Discipline
	
	Internal Box no
	

	Telephone B/H
	
	Email
	

	Experience with nominated procedures
	

	Experience with nominated species
	

	If inexperienced with either species or procedures(s), how will experience be gained?
	


	ASSOCIATE INVESTIGATOR 2
Please fill out the table below writing responses in Times New Roman 12 point

	Title, Name and Position
	

	School or Discipline
	
	Internal Box no
	

	Telephone B/H
	
	Email
	

	Experience with nominated procedures
	

	Experience with nominated species
	

	If inexperienced with either species or procedures(s), how will experience be gained?
	


	ASSOCIATE INVESTIGATOR 3
Please fill out the table below writing responses in Times New Roman 12 point

	Title, Name and Position
	

	School or Discipline
	
	Internal Box no
	

	Telephone B/H
	
	Email
	

	Experience with nominated procedures
	

	Experience with nominated species
	

	If inexperienced with either species or procedures(s), how will experience be gained?
	


Please copy section and add additional investigators as required and make sure that you number these – ie Associate Investigator 4 etc
SECTION H: Other authorities involved

Please indicate below any other authorities involved in the project.

	CENTRAL ANIMAL HOUSE

	University of Tasmania Central Animal House 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


	INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE (IBC)

	IBC approval MUST be sought for all projects that involve biohazards to other humans or animals and for all projects that involve the genetic modification of animals.  Under section 3.3.52 of the Code, the AEC requires evidence that the IBC has been consulted and that appropriate measures for containment, disposal and decontamination of biohazardous material have been established.  As such, if IBC approval has been sought, you must submit a copy of this approval to the AEC on receipt.  Approval of a project may be suspended by the AEC if this is not provided.



	University of Tasmania Institutional Biosafety Committee

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO

	If YES, has approval been obtained/requested?

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO

	If YES, please append a copy of the approval, If NO, you must submit a copy of the approval to the AEC on receipt.


	GENETIC MODIFICATION OF ANIMALS

	Does the project involve the genetic modification of animals? 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO

	If YES, the responsible investigator must sign the following statement:

I confirm that this project will be conducted in accordance with the requirements and guidelines of the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator and the UTas Institutional Biosafety Committee (as required under section 3.3.56 of the Code).
Signature: 


Date:





	EXTERNAL AUTHORITIES

	Are there any external authorities involved in the project?  
Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’ please select the relevant authority/s and provide details below (including approval numbers and dates).  Please append copies of approval notifications.  
	Government departments (re approval of joint projects) 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’ please provide details:

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


	Government departments (re provision of permits) 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’ please provide details:

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


	Other Universities 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’ please provide details:

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


	Other – please detail any other external authorities involved in the project. 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’ please provide details:

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


	JOINT PROJECTS

	Are there any other persons/institutions/industry partners involved in the project?
Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


If ‘YES’ please provide details:

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


	USE OF ANIMALS IN QUEENSLAND

	Will you be using animals for scientific purposes in Queensland? 

Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO

	If ‘YES’ you will need to sign the following declaration and forward the approved initial application form and University of Tasmania AEC approval memo to the Queensland Department of Primary Industries Animal Welfare Unit before animal use starts.

DECLARATION (to be signed by the responsible investigator):

I confirm that as a member of staff or student of the University of Tasmania, I am registered by the Queensland Government Department of Primary Industries as a person who can use animals for scientific purposes.

Signature: 


Date:


Registration Certificate Number: 0007

Registered Name: University of Tasmania


SECTION I: AEC monitoring of fieldwork

The AEC is required under the Code of Practice to monitor all projects it approves.  The AEC may instigate special monitoring for specific projects which pose increased risk of animal welfare impacts; eg involvement of endangered species, species of special significance, new procedures or increased levels of trauma.  Such monitoring is at the discretion of the AEC and is usually carried out by the Animal Welfare Officer on behalf of the AEC.  Monitoring costs will not be borne by the AEC.  

In this section, the Responsible Investigator needs to demonstrate how such costs will be met (eg a copy of the budget page from a grant application that factors in the cost of monitoring or a declaration by the Head of School that monitoring costs will be covered).

	Is this study to take place on University premises?
Please delete YES or NO as applicable
	YES /  NO


IF ‘NO’:

Please provide details of the location(s) of the study
Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


Please suggest an appropriate monitoring plan for this project and suggest how any costs incurred by monitoring 

could be met
Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


SECTION J: Declarations

	HEAD OF SCHOOL (in some cases the head of discipline may be more appropriate)
NB: If the Head of School or Discipline is one of the investigators, an appropriate person must sign the following statement of scientific/educational merit. This will normally be the Head of School or Discipline in a related area.

	I consider that the research investigation or teaching activity detailed in this application is justified on scientific and/or educational grounds.  I confirm that facilities are available to ensure the welfare of the animals whilst they are in my department.

I am satisfied that all personnel who will be involved with the proposed investigation are familiar and will comply with all relevant Commonwealth and State or Territory legislation and the requirements of the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 7th edition 2004.  I shall ensure, as far as I am able, that the principles of the Code will be complied with throughout the investigation.

Name:

Signature:

Date:




	PERSONNEL

	I am familiar and will comply with all relevant Commonwealth and State or Territory legislation and the requirements of the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 7th edition 2004. I accept that I have a responsibility to ensure that the investigations and procedures proposed in this form are conducted fully within the conditions laid down by the Code and I undertake not to use any animals or carry out any procedures which have not been approved by the Committee.   I accept that the responsible investigator has ultimate responsibility for the project.




	Name of responsible investigator:

Signature:

Date:




	Name of Nominee:

Signature:

Date:




	Name of associate investigator 1:

Signature:

Date:




	Name of associate investigator 2

Signature:

Date:




	Name of associate investigator 3

Signature:

Date:




Please copy section and add and number additional investigators as required
	CENTRAL ANIMAL HOUSE AUTHORITY

	The following signature is required if the research animals will be provided and/or managed by the University Central Animal House. 

I confirm that the required animals/accommodation are available.

Name of Animal House Curator:

Signature:

Date:




	DPIWE AUTHORITY

	I confirm that I will be responsible for the daily care of the animals for the research period.
Name:

Signature:

Department:

Date:




SECTION K: References

Please provide full details below of any references referred to in the text of this application in the box below
	


BEFORE YOU SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION PLEASE CHECK THE FOLLOWING:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you read the general information at the front of the application and the endnotes specific to each section?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you provided full answers to all questions using the guidelines provided on the form, in the endnotes and on the checklist overleaf?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you answered all sections?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you written the application in plain English?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you provided all signatures?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you completed all sections?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you provided all the relevant information outlined in the checklist overleaf?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you attached any attachments referred to in the text of the application, relevant reviews and copies of permits?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you provided full details of ALL references referred to in the text of this application?

THE TIME TAKEN TO APPROVE APPLICATIONS CAN BE SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED WHEN CARE IS TAKEN BY APPLICANTS TO FULLY COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS.

CHECKLIST – Has the following information been provided?


	Surgery
Anaesthesia

Location of pre-operative preparation area

Pre-operative preparation

Surgical procedure (site, technique)

Sterile technique (instruments, drapes, surgeon)

Location of and housing in post-operative recovery area

Post-operative management

Post-operative monitoring (methods, frequency, duration)

Use of analgesics (type, dose, route, frequency, 

means of determining necessity for use)

Expertise of personnel

Tumour/neoplasia induction
Method

Site 

Endpoint

Animal monitoring (methods, frequency)

Toxicology
Substance

Volume/dose

Route

Frequency of treatment/total no per animals

Local and systemic effects

Anaesthesia or analgesia

Restraint

Animal monitoring (methods, frequency)

Endpoint/duration

Wildlife studies
Location

Methods

Capture methods

Handling/restraint

Housing

Monitoring

Release

Effects on population
Transport

Type

Duration

Confinement

Numbers of animals

Airconditioning

Housing

Location

Isolation

Group housing (stocking rates, sexes)

Shelter

Bedding

Hiding areas

Environmental enrichment

Duration held

Conditioning period
	


ATTACHMENT A: TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Please refer to Section 6 of the Code when completing this section. This section must be completed for all teaching activities (as indicated in Section A1 of this form).

1. What are the maximum number of students to be supervised by each teacher?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


2. Please specify the minimum and maximum number of animals to be used by each student

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


3. What are the maximum number of times each animal will be used?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


4. How will the attainment of educational objectives be assessed?

Please write your response in Times New Roman 12 point in the box below which will expand as you type
	


ATTACHMENT B: DECLARATION FOR STUDENTS

Declaration for students involved in a teaching project involving live animals.  This form may be returned to the AEC when signatures are obtained (usually at the commencement of the project – approval will be given on the understanding that this form will be submitted when practicable).
Animal Ethics Committee approval number: 


Responsible investigator: 


Please sign to certify the following: 

I am familiar and will comply with all relevant Commonwealth and State or Territory legislation and the requirements of the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 7th edition 2004. I accept that I have a responsibility to ensure that the investigations and procedures proposed in this form are conducted fully within the conditions laid down by the Code and I undertake not to use any animals or carry out any procedures which have not been approved by the Committee.  I accept that the responsible investigator has ultimate responsibility for the project.

	Full Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


A00





  





  














� Title:  The title should be concise but specific.  Please include species name - both common and scientific.





� Responsible (Chief) investigator:  The Committee accepts the Australian Code of Practice policy that one person is ultimately responsible for the project. Accordingly, joint responsible investigators must not be named. The person named as the Responsible Investigator (RI) must be a member of the University staff on an academic or equivalent grade. Supervisors will therefore normally be the responsible investigators for projects involving honours and postgraduate students.  The RI should at all times be aware of experimentation being conducted by members of a team. 





� This description should be designed for a lay audience (people with no scientific background), and may be made available for information to external bodies and/or members of the public.  This description is crucial for the assessment of the merit of the project and the necessity of animal use.





� If laboratory animals are to be purchased directly from sources other than the University Central Animal House the responsible investigator must notify the Animal Welfare Officer when the order is placed and also when the animals are received. The ‘guidelines for the importation of laboratory animals from interstate or overseas’ are included in the AEC Handbook  (available on the �HYPERLINK "http://www.research.utas.edu.au/rdo/ethics/animal.htm"�Animal Ethics webpage�).





� Source: please detail where animals will be obtained.  If the animals are from a native captive colony, please give the barcodes of all animals that will be used.  If the animals are to be wild caught, you will need to obtain approval from the appropriate government department and forward a copy of the approval to the Executive Officer.  You should refer to the Parks and Wildlife Code of Practice for the Keeping of Animals in Tasmania (September 2002) (please follow the link on the �HYPERLINK "http://www.research.utas.edu.au/rdo/ethics/animal.htm"�Animal Ethics webpage�).  You should also append details of procedures to be followed in the event of any by-catch, including record keeping to be undertaken.  If animals are to be released back into the wild you will need to provide detailed information on the release process.








� ‘Location’ refers to the state/country in which the animals were used.  Please select one number from the list below.  If the same species has been used in 2 or more different locations, please select number 10 and provide a breakdown of the number of animals used in each location in the ‘Additional information’ box below the table.


Tasmania


Victoria


New South Wales


Queensland


Northern Territory


South Australia


Western Australia


Australian Capital Territory


Overseas


Species used in more than one state/country (please provide a breakdown of the number of animals used in each location in the ‘Additional Information’ box below the table).





�  You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details on permits required for this study and whether they have been obtained/applied for.  You should refer to the Parks and Wildlife Code of Practice for the Keeping of Animals in Tasmania (September 2002) (please follow the link on the �HYPERLINK "http://www.research.utas.edu.au/rdo/ethics/animal.htm"�Animal Ethics webpage�).  Detail the target species of the study and whether they are classified as rare/endangered.  If you plan to capture the animals justify why this is necessary.  Outline capture techniques, tools (including trap sizes, baits etc), timeframes (including frequencies of monitoring traps), release details (including times of release with references).  Outline what emergency plans are in place in the case of unexpected incidents (eg weather conditions, illness etc) including provisions for animals captured with/without young and lactating animals.  How will animals be handled/restrained?  If transportation is required, describe how this will occur and included details on monitoring of animals.  How will individual animals be identified?  If tracking devices will be implanted/attached, you will need to give detailed information on the size, weight and method of attachment and removal of the devices, and monitoring of the animals after implantation/attachment.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details of size, colour, position, etc and method of marking and tagging. Outline why these methods are being used. If these methods have been used previously, please consider and outline any way the marking method could be refined.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ the type of anaesthesia and dose rates and administration routes to be used, methods of monitoring the level of anaesthesia, details of analgesics to be used (including dose rates, frequencies and administration routes), provide details of post operative care and monitoring during anaesthesia recovery and longer term post procedure, and contingency plans in the event of unexpected outcomes.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ the anaesthetic, the dose rate, administration route (s), who will conduct the anaesthesia and euthanasia, assessment methods for monitoring the level of anaesthesia, the method of disposal of euthanased animals and contingency plans in the event of unexpected outcomes.





�  You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ detailed information about the surgery, eg duration, personnel, location, aseptic and general surgical techniques to be employed, and possible complications associated with surgical procedures and protocols for management of complications. 





� Please note: neuromuscular blocking agents must not be used without adequate general anaesthesia or an appropriate surgical procedure that eliminates sensory awareness.  You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ reasons why a neuromuscular blocking agent is required and what physiological parameters will be monitored to assess adequacy of anaesthesia.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details on precisely what agents/parasites will be used in this study and what effect the agent(s)/parasite(s) will have on the subject animals.  You should detail whether appropriate Institutional/State approval has been issued for the use of the agent(s)/parasite(s) and whether personnel involved with the project are aware of its use and effects, including animal house staff and associate investigators.  Where will the infection take place and where will infected animals be housed?  What level of microbiological containment is required and is this available in the designated experimental/housing sites?





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details of the size and position of implants etc, surgical or other procedures, post implantation/attachment wound management, timeframes, and plans for removal. Please include what the most likely negative sequelae to implantation etc will be and how these will be managed. If the transmitters etc are to be removed, please detail how the animals will be monitored after removal (eg for wound breakdown etc).





�  You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details on who will collect the blood, the anatomical location of the sampling, whether the animal will be sedated or anaesthetised (if so, how), the volume of blood to be taken (and the percentage this constitutes of the animal’s circulating blood), the frequency of blood collection, measures of monitoring the animals and contingency plans in the event of unexpected outcomes.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details of antigen and adjuvant including volume, routes and programme of administration. Please detail when the animals will be bled for sampling and for final collection of sera.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ what methods will be used to force exercise.  Please include the following: What parameters will be measured to determine levels of exertion? What parameters are known (eg max speed, duration of max speed, ability to endure continued exercise) for the animal you are working with?  You should detail what behaviour the animals would exhibit if excessively stressed, and include the criteria that will be used to determine that the animals are becoming excessively stressed leading to the termination of forced exercise.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ details of the normal maintenance requirements for the animals, growth requirements if animals are immature etc. How will the trial diets vary from the ‘normal’ diet? What are the possible negative outcomes from diet restriction and/or modification? What parameters will be used to measure the well being of the animal? What endpoints will be used in order to determine when or if an animal is not coping with the trial or diet modification and should be removed from the trial?





� Death as an end-point/LD50 tests: It should be noted that “death as an end-point” is the ultimate price asked of an animal for the advancement of human and animal health and welfare.  The community will expect that this price is taken very seriously and scientific research only proceed if alternative end-points would not provide the desired answers.  The research proposal must be carefully developed and fully justified.  It must also demonstrate sufficient rigour, “refinement” and use a minimum number of animals.  The Code defines death as an end-point as “when the death of an animal is the deliberate measure used for evaluating biological or chemical processes, responses or effects.  That is, where the investigator or teacher will not intervene to kill the animal humanely before death occurs in the course of a scientific activity” 





As such, “death as an end-point” only applies to those rare cases where death of the animal is a planned part of the procedures. The aim and the nominated end-point of the study will assist in determining this impact. It does not include death by natural causes, animals which are euthanased on completion of the project, animals which are killed if something goes wrong or to alleviate pain and distress during the course of the study, or accidental deaths.  


If you are seeking approval for a study that involves death as an endpoint, you will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ the alternatives that are available to death as an end-point. Why is this outcome required?  What are the effects of the compound on the health of the animals?  Will analgesia/anaesthesia be used (if so, provide dose rates, routes, frequencies etc.  If no, explain why not)?   Explain how animals will be monitored and what emergency plans are in place in the case of an adverse incident.





� You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ the type and strain of genetic alteration; justify the use of such animals (in lay terms) and describe any expected impacts of the alteration in the genotype on the welfare of the animal. Please outline any problems associated with the housing or use of these animals, what level of containment is required and has biosafety approval been sought/granted?





� "You will need to include (with references) under ‘Detailed Procedures’ a list of any analgesics or other medically related pharmaceutical agents that the animals may receive. Please include the identification, dose, and route of administration of these agents.  Please identify any scheduled drugs and provide details of the source of these.





� Detailed procedures:  Give a clear step-by-step description of the design of the investigation and all procedures to be carried out on each group of animals (including controls) from the beginning to the end. The duration of all procedures and time sequence must also be clear. Flow charts, diagrams and/or tables may be helpful. Details should include treatment substances, dose rates, routes of administration, anaesthetic and analgesic regimes, method of euthanasia, identified end points, etc. if applicable. It must be clear which investigators will carry out particular procedures (refer to the checklist at the end of this form to check that all details have been considered), and WHERE the procedures will be performed.  The Committee must be satisfied that pain or distress to animals is avoided or, if this is not possible, minimised. Applications will be examined carefully in this respect. Investigators must give detailed and specific information about any procedures that have the potential to cause pain or distress.   





� Nominee:  Normally one of the associate investigators will be named as the nominee. The nominee must be able to act as the responsible investigator when necessary and therefore must be a member of the University (or in the case of AMC applications, an AMC staff member) , staff on an academic or equivalent grade. In the event of the nominee not being an associate investigator he/she must nonetheless have thoroughly read the proposal and be fully conversant with the project.  The nominee will assume the responsibilities of the Responsible Investigator during any absence of the CI.





� Associate investigators:  Any other persons who will perform procedures on live animals as part of a research project or teaching exercise must be named as associate investigators and must sign on the application form to confirm that they are familiar with the Australian Code of Practice. ‘Procedures’ include benign procedures/manipulations such as diet manipulation.  For teaching practicals involving a number of undergraduate students, details must be provided on the Student Declaration Form found at �HYPERLINK "http://www.research.utas.edu.au/animal_ethics/obtaining_approval.htm%23forms"�http://www.research.utas.edu.au/animal_ethics/obtaining_approval.htm%23forms�.





� Central Animal House:  If animals are to be supplied by, or boarded at, the University’s Central Animal House, the signature of the Curator must be obtained before the form is submitted.  (See Section J Declarations.)  This is required as an indication to the Committee that animals and/or accommodation will be available.





� Government departments (re approval of joint projects):  In the case that DPIWE or PWS has daily care of the animals, the signature of the person who will look after the animals must be obtained before this application is submitted.  (See Section H: Declarations). 





� Government departments (re provision of permits):  A permit may be required from a Commonwealth or State government department (eg Parks & Wildlife; Customs; AQIS; Dept of Primary Industries, Water and Environment; Inland Fisheries; Forestry) when, for example, animals are to be imported, collected from the wild or studied in their normal environment. In some cases, eg Parks & Wildlife, a permit will not be issued until the investigator has had his/her project approved by the Committee.  Please refer to the �HYPERLINK "http://www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/Attachments/SJON-5727RL?open"�Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment Scientific Research Permit Guidelines�.





� Please note that approval by another AEC does not necessitate approval by this AEC.  The application, and relevant paperwork, will be considered in full by the Committee and approved on its merits and adherence with this University’s guidelines and assessment criteria.





� Government departments (re provision of permits):  A permit may be required from a Commonwealth or State government department (eg Parks & Wildlife; Customs; AQIS; Dept of Primary Industries, Water and Environment; Inland Fisheries; Forestry) when, for example, animals are to be imported, collected from the wild or studied in their normal environment. In some cases, eg Parks & Wildlife, a permit will not be issued until the investigator has had his/her project approved by the Committee.  Please refer to the �HYPERLINK "http://www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/Attachments/SJON-5727RL?open"�Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment Scientific Research Permit Guidelines�.





� For more information on the registration of persons using animals for scientific purposes in Queensland, please refer to �HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/animalwelfare/9742.html"�http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/animalwelfare/9742.html�  
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