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    Office of Research Services
RESEARCH CONFERENCE SUPPORT SCHEME 2012





Overview:

The Research Conference Support Scheme (RCSS) supports the attendance of UTAS employees (both academic and research active professional staff) at national and international conferences, for the purpose of presenting a research paper. Funding priority will be given to applications that are likely to generate HERDC and ERA outputs, based upon predicted conference outcomes, track record relative to opportunity and past outputs from internal funding.



Key Dates:

The Research Conference Support Scheme will close on the 9 March 2012.  This round will cover conferences held in the 2012 calendar year (excluding January and February).  If budgets allow, an additional round will open later in the year. 


Funding Amounts:

	Conference Destination
	Maximum Central Support  
	Matched 
Contribution* (equal to central support)
	
Total

	Australia and New Zealand

	$1,500
	$1,500
	$3,000

	International
	$2,500
	$2,500


	$5,000



	
		








*Central funding must be at least matched by either the School/Institute/Centre or the applicant (from their individual research account).



Eligibility:

To be eligible for conference funding the applicant must:

· be a University of Tasmania employee (this does not include students or honorary staff members);

· be permanent or on a fixed term contract with at least 6 months remaining from the time of the conference attendance; and

· have met all reporting requirements for previous UTAS internal grants (where applicable).


Conditions of funding:

· Attendance at the conference must be for the purposes of presenting a research paper that is likely to lead to a HERDC and/or ERA outputs.  

· Applicants must provide a copy of the conference invitation/evidence of presenting a research paper.  Funds may be awarded, but not released until this evidence is provided.

· The central funding request must be matched by the applicant’s School/Institute/Centre or by the applicant (from their individual research account).

· Funding is only for flights, ground transport, accommodation, and conference registration.

· Only one conference attendance per applicant will be funded per calendar year.

· All funds must be expended in the 2012 calendar year.

· Retrospective funding will not occur, so conference attendance in January and February 2012 are not eligible for funding. (Please note that RCSS support in 2013 will be for the full calendar year).

· The successful applicants must complete the Final Report within 12 months.  The report should describe the HERDC and/or ERA research outputs that have been produced as a result of the conference attendance.  

· All academic publications must be uploaded onto the applicant’s WARP record. Contact your school publications officer to have additional publications entered.



Selection Criteria:

All applications will be assessed against the following criteria:

1. The anticipated research outputs (HERDC and/or ERA) that will be generated;

2. How the conference attendance fits with the applicant’s long term research plan or key performance indicators;  

3. Research Outputs for the previous 2 years, evidenced by the applicant’s WARP publication record.

4. Past research outputs generated from UTAS internal funding (where applicable).

If possible, all eligible applications will be funded but the final decision, especially where requested funds exceed the available RCSS budget, will be at the discretion of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research). 


Application Submission:

Please note the following submission requirements:

1. The application must be submitted on the attached Application Form, with evidence (letter of offer/ acceptance) of giving a conference paper or poster presentation.

2. Use plain language, font type Calibri or Times New Roman, black and 12 point type. Handwritten applications will not be accepted.

3. Word limits provided in the application form MUST be adhered to.  Applications that exceed these limits will not be eligible for funding.

Please email your signed application in PDF format to Grants.Funding@utas.edu.au  

The application must be received by 5pm on the 9 March 2012.

An ORS Research Funding Clearance Form is NOT required with this application. 

Applications will be verified by ORS and submitted to the DVCR for consideration within two weeks of the above closing date.  The final decision will be at the discretion of the DVCR. 

Notification of outcome will be as soon as possible after the DVCR has assessed the applications.  No further discussions will be entered into regarding the decision.  Feedback can be provided to ineligible and unsuccessful applicants.  



Reporting:

A condition of funding is that all successful applicants provide a Final Report on the HERDC and/or ERA produced within twelve months of attending the conference.  The applicant’s WARP record will be used as evidence of the academic publications produced.  Publications must be uploaded onto the applicant’s WARP record via the relevant school publications officer.


The applicant’s WARP publication record and Final Report must be submitted using the RCSS template. The final Report must be signed off by the applicant and the applicant’s Head/Director of School/Institute/Centre.

Final Reports are to be emailed to Grants.Funding@utas.edu.au


Contact Information:

	Research Grants Officer
	Section
	 Phone
	Email

	Catherine Dwyer
	Ag. Science
TIA
Plant Science 
SGES
	x1769
	Catherine.Dwyer@utas.edu.au

	Danielle Ryrie
	Arts
Business
Education 
Law
Health Science Psychology
Menzies
	x2699
	Danielle.Ryrie@utas.edu.au

	Melanie Horder
	SET
IMAS
AMC
	x2768
	Melanie.Horder@utas.edu.au 

	Grants team
	All


	
	Grants.Funding@utas.edu.au  
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