
 

     Copyright for Graduate Research Candidates 
 

Copyright law protects the creator against unauthorised use of their work. 
 

Who owns what? 
As a UTAS graduate research candidate, you retain copyright of your own material eg. your thesis. 
However, if you’re on a commercial scholarship - read your scholarship contract as your sponsor may 
retain rights in your research output. 
 

My thesis 
Copying - As a graduate research candidate you may use other people’s work in your thesis without 
obtaining the creator’s permission – this will not infringe copyright. This exemption only applies to the 
hardcopy (or a CD copy) of your thesis.  
Communicating - If you put your thesis online or email it you will need to gain permission from the 
copyright holder of the in-copyright material or remove it from within your thesis.  
Quoted texts, and URL links to material, do not need permission but whole works like images, 
photographs, entire poems, reports or newspaper articles do. 
Unsure about using someone else’s material in your thesis? Contact Copyright Office - 6226 2228. 
 

Always cite - You must always correctly cite and credit other people’s work in your thesis (and in all 
other works). For internet material, cite the relevant URL and/or the creators name and date. 
 

Material from the Internet - If you include material from an internet site, check the conditions of use on 
that page to ensure you can both copy and communicate it online (for repositories and other publications 
which may result from your thesis).  
 

Extraneous thesis inputs - Sometimes a student may need to use commercially available material as 
part of their research [eg a psychology questionnaire or interview sheet]. As these materials are outside 
the body of the thesis they are not exempt from copyright restrictions. The student does not 
automatically have the authority to copy or distribute the material. You need to obtain written permission 
from the owner or your School/Centre will need to purchase original copies of these commercial 
materials. 
 

It’s finished – now what? 
Thesis print copy - The Library is required to hold one print copy of all UTAS completed graduate 
research theses. These are held in the Library and are available for limited loan periods (if not 
embargoed by the student) and usually only in the Library.   
 

Thesis electronic copy - The Library holds electronic copies of graduate research theses and 
encourages students to deposit this copy in the university’s digital repository - UTAS ePrints 
www.eprints.utas.edu.au (and the Australian Digital Thesis site). This will enable your thesis to be found 
on the internet by all the major search engines (unless restricted by you). This online access increases 
both the discoverability of your work and citations. Note that this is now communicating and publishing 
your work, and as such, your thesis must not breach copyright. For more information contact the ePrints 
Office - 6226 1002 or E.Prints@utas.edu.au 
 

Published material - Commercially published material derived from your thesis (eg. a journal article, 
conference paper, book, report or exhibition) must abide by the publisher’s terms and conditions. You 
may be required to sign a declaration form stating that you have received permission to use any in-
copyright works (that form part of your article etc). The exemption you had when writing your thesis no 
longer applies. Some publishers may also request that your material has not been published elsewhere. 
In this case - any material on UTAS ePrints can be taken down or access can be restricted. 
 

Find this guide at http://www.utas.edu.au/copyright/documents/copyright_research_students.pdf 


