Writing in JMC

We aim to produce graduates who can write strong, clear English in a variety of media and academic styles and for a wide range of publication formats, including online, print, broadcast - and for everyday life. 

While studying Journalism, Media and Communications, you will be introduced to three broad styles of writing. The following provides a brief guide to these styles and links to related resources. Specific training and requirements will vary depending on the units and the year level in which you are enrolled. Details will be provided in each unit. 

Journalistic writing
Many of our units include a ‘practical’ component or a focus on industry training, and assessment will involve writing news stories for print or online, feature articles and profiles, media releases, or scripts for broadcast. In our undergraduate major, you will be introduced to basic news writing in your first year of study, and in the unit HEJ504 Media Writing in our postgraduate coursework program. Other units will then build on these basic skills, allowing you to move across various media platforms and journalistic styles. We encourage students to develop these skills by producing journalistic writing outside our units and contributing to various outlets provided by our industry partners and others.
You will find a range of recommended texts on news writing in our unit outlines. Most importantly, read and view media daily, paying close attention to the structure, punctuation and choice of words.
When handing in journalistic writing for assessment, it should be in 12-point Times New Roman, double spaced and across an A4 page, unless otherwise directed. You must also follow the Journalism, Media and Communications Style Guide, again unless otherwise directed. All newsrooms and publications have their own style guide, and learning to follow a style guide is vital if you wish to work in the media industry. When no direction on usage is provided in the JMC Style Guide, you should consult the Macquarie or another standard dictionary and be consistent throughout your piece of writing.

You will be marked down if you are more than 10 per cent over or under the prescribed word length.

You will often be required to conduct interviews for your journalistic assignments. The JMC Style Guide shows how to introduce speakers and punctuate quotes into your writing. Signed interview consent forms must be handed in with your assignments. While we encourage face-to-face interviews, we understand that interviews often need to be conducted by phone or email. In these cases, we will accept a printed copy of an email from the interviewee, agreeing that they have seen the consent form and that they accept its conditions. There are two interview consent forms: one for first years only and one to be used in all other units. This includes an option of the interviewee’s identity to remain undisclosed (off-the-record). Again, while we understand that this is sometimes necessary, we discourage students from taking this option without first discussing with your unit coordinator or tutor.

You should not include a reference list with your journalistic writing unless otherwise directed. The sources of your information should be clear within the story itself.

In general, journalistic writing will be assessed on the following, although this will vary from unit to unit:

· Evidence of ability to gather information from a range of journalistic sources, including interviews, direct observation and documents

· Evidence of knowledge of the broader context of your journalistic work, including previous stories on the topic

· Evidence of an understanding of journalistic practice, including news values and ethical and legal frameworks 

· Ability to follow news writing conventions in the use of description, anecdotes, introductions, conclusions, speech and style

· Presence of creative flair, including style and tone, within the boundaries of journalistic writing conventions

Exegeses

Almost all JMC assignments that include journalistic writing also include an exegesis or ‘critical’ component. The purpose of this form of writing is for you to discuss the process and decisions behind the production of your journalistic text and to show that you understand its broader context. 

An exegesis should elaborate upon and contextualise your work, providing the opportunity for you to reflect upon your practice and that of other journalists. However, it is important to remember that this is a scholarly piece of work, and not a simple ‘diary’ or anecdotal retelling of how your journalism was produced. In some cases, it will only obliquely refer to your own journalism, focusing instead on a related scholarly question or problem in media and journalism studies. Please discuss the content and relationship between your journalistic and critical components with the unit coordinator if are unsure. You should draw on the readings provided to you throughout semester, as well as other relevant literature on journalism practice and research. 

An exegesis should be referenced using the Harvard referencing style.
In general, an exegesis will be assessed on the following, although again this will vary from unit to unit:

· Evidence of an understanding on journalistic practice and the broader contexts for your journalistic work

· Ability to structure and write at a level appropriate to the unit in which you are enrolled.

Essays and Analyses

You will often be required to write essays and conduct media analyses throughout your undergraduate major. Requirements will vary from unit to unit and you should be guided by the unit outline, assessment criteria and your unit coordinator or tutor. Both essays and media analyses will be assessed, in part, on the strength of your argument and the presentation of evidence to support your argument. In the case of a scholarly essay, that evidence will largely come from scholarly sources. We recommend that you refer to an essay-writing guide before you begin writing There are many good guides to writing essays in the Morris Miller Library or online. 

In the case of a media analysis, the evidence for your argument will be found via your own analysis of media texts, the strength of the methods you adopt to conduct the analysis (supported by scholarly sources on methods), and previous scholarly research. 

A possible structure for the presentation of a media analysis assignment is:

· Introduction (include your research question, aim and scope)

· Background (think about what are the major themes and the key silences in research on the issue to date)

· Methods (justify and critique your methods, and describe what texts you are analysing)

· Data presentation (present your findings)

· Discussion (discuss your findings in relation to the ideas you introduced in the Background section)

· Conclusion (discuss your findings and conclusions in relation to the strengths and limitations of your methods, and suggest further research possibilities and questions).

We recommend this text for a discussion on media analysis methods:
Deacon, David, Michael Pickering, Peter Golding, and Graham Murdock (2007) Researching Communications: A Practical Guide to Methods in Media and Cultural Analysis. 2nd ed. London: Arnold.

Both essays and media analyses should include a lists of references you have consulted and, in the case of analyses, of media texts. This should be in the Harvard style.
