
CRIMINOLOGY RESEARCH UNIT 
 The aim of the Criminology Research Unit (CRU) is t o foster criminology in Tasmania as a 
field of study, research, evaluation and policy dev elopment. In doing so, collaborating 
with local communities and stakeholders is essentia l.  

The Criminology Research Unit (CRU) was established in 2000, and it operates within the 
School of Sociology & Social Work at the University of Tasmania. The CRU offers research and 
consultancies undertaken by professionals with diverse interests and broad skills sets. For 
example, current areas of expertise within the Unit include: 

·  Incarceration and prison issues, community corrections, and working with offenders  

·  Collaboration and cross-sectoral partnerships 

·  Environmental criminology, harm, and ecological justice 

·  Crime prevention, social programmes, local government and evaluation research 

·  Youth studies, juvenile justice, children’s courts, and youth gangs 

·  Building capacity to respond to co-occurring mental illness and substance misuse  

The Unit periodically releases scoping papers, briefing papers and evaluation reports, including 
both qualitative and quantitative analysis. Anyone interested in discussing prospective research 
or consultancies should contact the CRU director, Rob White, using the contact details below.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:   
Professor Rob White 
Director, Criminology Research Unit 
School of Sociology & Social Work 
University of Tasmania 
Private Bag 17, Hobart, TAS, 7001 
Phone: (03) 6226 2877 
Email: R.D.White@utas.edu.au  

 

CHECK OUT THE CRU WEBSITE BY GOING TO WWW.UTAS.EDU.AU/SOCIOLOGY/CRU/CRU.HTML   

RON MASON HANNAH GRAHAM  DI HECKENBERG MAX TRAVERS ROB WHITE MICHAEL McKINNON NICK O’HALLORAN  



A SPECIAL ELECTIVE U NIT BEING OFFERED IN JANUARY 20 10  

 

This unit is designed to introduce students to the issues and processes associated with 
working with offenders, particularly those under the authority of corrective services and 
community corrections. The unit explores issues pertaining directly to how best to work 
with a wide variety of offender groups. Topics to be covered include duty of care, specific 
offender groups, safety and security, working with involuntary clients, models of integrated 
offender management, prison culture and prisoner attitudes, inmate assessment and 
offender narratives, restorative justice and victim interests, case management and report 
writing. It is recognised that offenders often live with complex needs, and it is important for 
current and future practitioners to be aware of real life issues, for example, substance 
misuse, mental health, social disadvantage, histories of abuse, and self harm and suicide, 
as well as ‘how to’ discussions on difficult work like managing risk or responding to anger 
and violence.  
 
The intensive will involve lectures, group discussions and practical workshops.  There is 
no exam for this unit, only written assessments. ‘Working with Offenders’ provides a 
practical foundation for working with offenders in prison and in the community.  
 
There are three main entry pathways 
This unit is designed for: 

1. Undergraduate students currently enrolled in the Criminology major; 

2. Current or new employees of the Department of Justice, or employees in allied 
fields, who enrol in an Associate Degree or a Bachelor of Arts at UTAS; 

3. Postgraduate students enrolled in the Grad. Certificate, Grad. Diploma or Masters 
of Criminology & Corrections 

 
Assessments will vary depending on the level of study an individual is enrolled in, with 
more substantial contribution being required of postgraduate students. The unit can be 
studied as a one-off for people wishing to do it as a form of professional development for 
their career in a relevant field, or it can form a component of ongoing study in criminology. 
Overall the unit will involve a stimulating and provocative approach to learning. 
 

Teaching Pattern:  1 week intensive OR study by distance – January summer school   

Location (Internal Students):  Hobart campus, Faculty of Arts, Sandy Bay 

Teaching Staff: Professor Rob White 

Enquiries: Email R.D.White@utas.edu.au or phone the Sociology Office (03) 6226 2186 

Enrolment: For more information, go to the Course and Unit Handbook on the UTAS 
website at http://courses.utas.edu.au (study area: Arts) or phone 1300 366 575.

  

AN EXCITING CRIMINOLOGY UNIT BEING OFFERED BY 
THE SCHOOL OF SOCIOLOGY & SOCIAL WORK  

WORKING WITH OFFENDERS 
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AT ONE UNIVERSITY, CRIME DOES PAY 
 



 

FLEXIBLE POSTGRADUAT E STUDY DRAWING UPON  
THE STRENGTHS OF MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES  

Would you like to gain a socio-legal perspective on the nature of crime 
and offending, to understand the balance between forensics and human 
rights and the relationship between prison services and community 
corrections? This course is designed for students who wish to gain 
further professional knowledge and credentials in the field of 
criminology, and for practitioners already employed or active in the field 
of criminal justice/corrections and allied fields. Classes offer a hybrid 
blend of sharing in the practice wisdom and experience of frontline 
workers and critiques offered by students with a strong academic 
background. The course has been structured to cater for people who 
are employed, for example, there are generally no exams and most 
units are intensives or evening classes run weekly from 4 - 6pm. 
 

This postgraduate programme includes specific skills-based hands-on 
units, especially in the fields of offender rehabilitation, community work 
and victim services, as well as critical analysis and evaluation of 
contemporary policies and practices in criminal justice. Different units 
draw upon disciplines such as criminology, sociology, law, forensic 
psychology, social work, law enforcement, and environmental studies. 
 

ENTRY PATHWAYS AND ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Normal admission requirement is a university degree or other 
qualification, OR the equivalent combination of qualifications and work 
experience, deemed to be appropriate by the Faculty of Arts. People 
who do not have a bachelor degree, but whose employment experience 
indicates a level of knowledge and skill deemed to be sufficient to 
complete the course may also be eligible for admission. 

COURSE COORDINATOR: PROFESSOR ROB WHITE,  
EMAIL R.D.WHITE@UTAS.EDU.AU  

  

STUDY CRIMINOLOGY & CORRECTIONS AT UTAS 

TO FIND OUT MORE,  
PHONE 1300 363 864 OR GO ONLINE TO 
WWW.UTAS.EDU.AU/FUTURESTUDENTS 

STUDY PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME:  

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
GRADUATE DIPLOMA 
MASTERS  

CORE AND ELECTIVE UNITS:  

Criminological Theory & Practice (Core) 
Correctional Theory & Practice (Core) 
Working with Offenders 
Juvenile Justice 
Foundations of Forensic Studies 
Therapy and Interventions  
Sentencing and Punishment  
Case Management  
Advanced Topics in Policing 
Special Topics in Criminology *                  
(* past topics: crime prevention, counterterrorism, 

green criminology, and working with sex offenders) 

Field Project (Core, Grad. Dip. & Masters) 
 

SCHOOL OF SOCIOLOGY & 
SOCIAL WORK (HOBART)  

FACULTY OF ARTS 

UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA 


