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Professor Richard Eccleston 
Professor of Political Science, University of Tasmania 
UTAS VAD Review Panel 
 
BY EMAIL: VAD.Review@utas.edu.au 
 
Dear Professor Eccleston 
 
We are pleased that the University of Tasmania has agreed to conduct an independent review of the End-
of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Bill 2020 for the benefit of the Tasmanian Parliament. The Bill 
deals with an important change in Tasmania’s criminal code and will have a significant impact on End of Life 
clinical practice. 
 
Catholic Health Australia (CHA) is the peak body for all Catholic health and aged care services in Australia. 
CHA is the largest non-government provider of health, community and aged care services in Australia. The 
Catholic Health and Aged Care sector is comprised of eighty hospitals (public and private), representing 
more than 10,000 hospital beds, 25,000 residential aged care beds, 36,500 consumer of home and 
community care, 7,000 aged care residential units and we employ 84,000 staff.  
 
CHA takes a great interest in proposals for legislative change and the impact that they might have on CHA 
members. In Tasmania, CHA members Calvary Health and Southern Cross Care are major providers of 
health and aged care and they are concerned about how this legislation will impact their operations. 
 
It is regrettable that the University was handed the review task late in the legislative process and that the 
Government has imposed such a short timeframe on the review process and that the panel was convened 
over the Christmas and New Year period.  
 
We have consulted among our members and developed the following response which we submit for 
consideration by the review panel. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Pat Garcia 
CEO, Catholic Health Australia 
 
4 January 2021 


