
Philosophy in the Pub 
On the first Tuesday of the Month (excluding January and February) 
Gunners Arms Tavern, 23 Lawrence St, Launceston, March 2nd 2021. 

Contact: Graham Wood – graham.wood@utas.edu.au 

What is the purpose of art? 
What is art? 

How can one define art (assuming one can)? 
Does one start with an abstract definition? 
Or does one start with concrete examples, and look for common aspects? 

Is art simply what ‘artists’ produce (this relates to the ‘procedural’ definition and is contrasted with 
the ‘functional’ definition of art)? Or can there be some ‘artists’ that are not producing art? 

Is there a clear boundary between ‘art’ and ‘not-art’ or is the boundary vague? 

When and where did/do humans produce art? 

Early art: abstract patterns etched on shells (500,000 ybp), drawing with ocher (75,000 ybp), cave art 
(40,000 ybp) – this activity is taken to imply a particular type of abstract thought being undertaken. 

More recent art: prose; poetry; drama; music; dance; visual art; design; architecture, … 

In what contexts is art produced and consumed? (Ritual, Religious, Political, and of course, Artistic) 

Do other animals produce art? 

Bird song? 
Mating displays (e.g., bower bird’s nest ‘decorated’ with bright coloured objects)? 

Exploring the possible purposes of art? 

What causes humans to engage in the production and consumption of art? 

What effects does the production and consumption of art have on humans? 

What function does the production and consumption of art serve? 

Possible purposes: insight, pleasure, aesthetic experience, self/social/political awareness? 

Does art actually need to have function or purpose? Perhaps some does not … 

The power of art 

Art has the power to profoundly move people (some people dedicate their lives to art, at the 
expense of all else). What can one make of this? Is the power of art, good, bad, or neither? 

What is the relationship between art and morality? 

If one of the purposes of art is to inspire (e.g., in the case of religious art), is some art morally good? 

Alternatively, could it be the case that some art is morally bad? (Some have sought to ban art). 

 

So what is the purpose of art? 


