
Philosophy in the Pub 

On the first Tuesday of the Month (excluding January and February) 
Gunners Arms Tavern, 23 Lawrence St, Launceston, 6-7:30pm April 6th 2021. 

Contact: Graham Wood – graham.wood@utas.edu.au 

Aged Care: a philosophical exploration 

“The measure of a civilization is how it treats its weakest members” attributed to Gandhi 
 

The Royal Commission’s report is now public. 
Change is needed. 

What will motivate, enable, and facilitate change? 
What values should direct society’s attitude to the aged and the ageing? 

What ethical, social, cultural, and wider philosophical issues are raised here? 

Extracts from the Royal Commission Final Report Executive Summary 

Australians aged over 85 will increase from 2% to 3.7% of the population by 2058. 
“more than two-thirds of people using aged care services do so from home.”  
“In 2018–19, a total of $27.0 billion was spent on aged care, including $19.9 billion by the Aust Government.” 
“there were around 366,000 paid workers (84%) and 68,000 volunteers (16%) in the sector in 2016.”  
In 2018, around 428,500 people were informal primary carers for someone aged 65 years or older.  

The Aged Care Act and the Aged Care Principles together set out providers’ obligations and responsibilities. 
The Aged Care Act describes the quality of care approved providers must provide, including:  
-maintaining an adequate number of appropriately skilled staff to meet the care needs of people  
-providing care and services of a quality that is consistent with any rights and responsibilities of people 
receiving care  

“It should be easy for older people to access the aged care they need. Having easy access means a person can 
get the information, support or care they need, when they need it. It also includes getting aged care 
appropriate to a person’s individual needs, including care that is culturally appropriate and safe.” 

“Ineffective arrangements for older people to access aged care services mean that people may not know 
where to turn for help. They may have to make decisions which are difficult emotionally, financially and 
practically, without the benefit of accurate and timely information and support. In some cases, people do 
not receive the care they need, when they need it.” 

Issues people have raised in the context of the Royal Commission: 
There are not enough checks and balances on how money is spent 
There needs to be a staff patient ratio enforceable by law 
Need for continuous presence of nursing staff 
All staff need to be appropriately trained 

Aged Care Royal Commission Recommendations include: 
Maintenance of independence of people as they age in order to allow them to lead dignified and meaningful 
lives with the provision of high quality care in a safe environment 
Care to be free from mistreatment and neglect, and harm from poor quality or unsafe care, and to continue 
to enjoy rights of social participation accessible to members of society generally  
Respite for informal carers 
Protect & advance rights of older people in relation to their capacity to exercise control of their lives 
Ensure equity of access, and promote innovation in aged care 
Promote positive community attitudes to enhance social and economic participation by the aged. 

What ethical, social, cultural, and wider philosophical issues are raised here? 


