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The Library is an essential partner in the University’s mission of creating, preserving, communicating 
and applying knowledge. The Library provides quality client-focused services and scholarly information 
resources to support the University community in achieving its research, learning and teaching aspirations.

LIBRARY MISSION

A major restructure in the Division of Students & Education was implemented in 2015 and the Library, as part of the Division, is now well positioned 
to focus on delivering the Library Future Vision to 2025, as endorsed by Academic Senate in November. The development of the Library Strategic 
Plan 2016-2020 will be a priority for 2016 and to this end, a valuable planning day with Library staff took place in November.

The Divisional thematic area, Library and Student Services includes Library Services and the Student Services & Information Centre (SSIC) and 
Academic Administration teams. Library Services has key portfolio service areas and leadership in Discovery, Acquisitions & Access, Collections, 
Research and Library Systems. 

1. Forbes L  Looking forward, Looking back; the University Library then and now   http://125timeline.utas.edu.au/timeline/2010/looking-forward-looking-back/

Despite the challenges and distractions of the change management process throughout the year, Library Services:

•	 introduced an important new service, BONUS+, a free borrowing service for students and staff,  
giving access to a vast collection of material from participating university libraries

•	 established a new Library Faculty Consultative Committee to engage academics in conversations about the Library Services
•	 completed a project to digitise 4,000 theses
•	 contributed to the University’s 125th anniversary celebrations with a new University collection  

of digital objects in the Library Open Repository, displays and an article1 on the University Library
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Library staff were also involved in the organisation of an 
extraordinarily successful ALIA National Library and 
Information Technicians’ Symposium in Hobart.

The Library had great success in securing additional 
funding for the following initiatives: 

•	 implementation of an archival management system and  
Research Data Discovery integration funded as University  
research infrastructure

•	 the construction of a purpose-built, high density, storage 
facility on the Sandy Bay campus funded by the University 
Capital Infrastructure Committee

•	 a preservation assessment in Special & Rare Collections  
funded by a prestigious National Library of Australia 
Community Heritage Grant

•	 digitisation of a richly detailed 19th century diary funded 
by a Plomley Foundation grant from the Queen Victoria  
Museum and Art Gallery

•	 purchase of digital signage screens and lendable  
headphone and mobile charging sets, and a pilot  
program of peer support to Higher Degree by Research  
candidates funded by the Student Services and Amenities  
Fee (SSAF)  

•	 implementation of BONUS+ funded by the Student  
Experience Committee

Throughout the year it has been important to communicate  
the changes in Library Services and articulate the continuing  
value of Library collections and services, especially new  
services such as the Research Data Discovery Service (RDDS).  
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Library Services Infographic



CONSOLIDATING AND EMBRACING NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH DIVISIONAL 
CHANGES
The year commenced with the Divisional Formal Change Proposal and associated processes which implemented the new Divisional thematic areas. 
Library Client Services staff transferred to an integrated Student Services and Information Centre team, enabling students to receive assistance with 
a wide range of enquiries from a single service point. This integration will be enhanced through further space planning to support the co-location of 
staff providing these services. In Rozelle a new combined Library and Client Services role will support students with their information and research 
skill enquiries, as well as administrative enquiries regarding all aspects of the student lifecycle. 

Learning Services Librarians were transferred in June to an integrated Divisional Student Learning team and now work as members of the pre degree 
and in degree teams within Student Learning.
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Staff remaining in Library Services transitioned to the new structure and 
services refocussed on supporting the University’s researchers and providing 
relevant collections to the University community. The Library continues to 
work with the Division’s other areas to clarify roles, deliver efficiencies and 
contribute to the student experience, student success and retention. In 
May, senior Library Services staff were confirmed in key portfolio thematic 
roles and together with the University Librarian and Associate Director, 
(Library Services), constitute the Library Executive leadership group.

Library Services Staff - Jasmine Campbell, Lee Garth & Beth Barnard 
(Acquisitions & Access) and Rodney Foley (Library Systems)



There has been national interest in how Library Services has repositioned services and staffing and responded to these changes. 

The following presentations were made during 2015:

Associate Director (Library Services), Wendy Hoyle, gave a presentation at a forum 
hosted by the CAVAL Professional Development Interest Group in July.  The title 
of the forum was Institutional Change – 3 academic and research libraries share 
their reflections, challenges and learning. Wendy’s contribution was on the topic: 
A focus on the Student Experience: realigning library services across Divisional 
thematic areas.

University Librarian, Karmen Pemberton, presented at the CAUL meeting in Hobart 
in September on Integration of Library and Student Services & Other Organisational 
Challenges and highlighted the value, positives and ongoing challenges of moving 
to a more integrated service model for student-centred services.

The University Librarian also presented a session at the CAVAL Cross-Institutional 
Mentoring Program’s meeting for mentors and mentees in September. The topic, 
Pioneers – re-positioning the library in the new frontier, was an opportunity to 
discuss the Division’s restructure and the benefits it is delivering to the University.

Associate Director (Library Services), 
Wendy Hoyle

University Librarian, 
Karmen Pemberton
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LIBRARY FUTURE VISION TO 2025 IN PLACE

Following an extensive series of conversations, informed by a Stakeholder 
Engagement plan, the Library Future Vision to 2025 was endorsed by  
University committees and Academic Senate. 

The notion of what constitutes a library for a new generation of scholars in 
the digital age, appropriate to a research intensive university, is fundamental 
to the Vision which also includes the recognition of the Library’s role in the 
student learning experience and as a community and cultural hub.  Library 
spaces, collections and the services that underpin them, and the expertise 
staff bring to learning, teaching and research activities, all constitute key 
institutional assets and value and this is the focus of the Library’s Vision.

Based on feedback from academics and other members of the University 
community a Library Faculty Consultative Committee was established with 
representation from all Faculties and Institutes and chaired by the University 
Librarian. The Committee ensures an academic perspective informs the 
Library’s development and strategic priorities and members are also 
advocates for Library Services.

The Library Future Vision will inform a new Library Strategic Plan, to be 
developed early in 2016, which will drive annual action plans to achieve the 
Library’s aspirations.
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Sandy Bay Probus Club

EXTENDING ACCESS TO INFORMATION RESOURCES 
AND COLLECTIONS 

Storage of books and print journals
The Steps Store on the Sandy Bay campus now contains 46,000 low use books which have been moved 
out of the Morris Miller Library to allow an increase in the number of student spaces, as well as print journal 
volumes transferred from commercial off-site storage. Access to items in the Steps Store for academics, 
researchers and HDR candidates is available by appointment. All staff and students can request items 
located in Steps or off site stores through the Library catalogue and collect them from their preferred 
Library location.
Future focus of review will be the 95,000 items currently in the Wilmot Street Store adjacent to the  
Conservatorium.

BONUS+
BONUS+ is a cooperative scheme for sharing collections and over seven million books, from 14 Australian and New 
Zealand university libraries, are now available for the University’s staff and students to borrow. The University community  
can find and request any of these books via the Library’s catalogue and collect the book from their preferred Library  
location. Over 400,000 University of Tasmania Library books (excluding Reserve and high use titles) are now available  
for loan to students and staff of the 14 participating universities.  
The first year of participation in BONUS+ was funded by the Student Experience Committee.

Ancestry Library  
Ancestry Library is a significant new information and research resource subscribed to this year which gives 
access to millions of primary source historical documents from the 1500s to the present. 
These documents are key resources for several areas of study in the School of Humanities, including social 
history and family research.

Steps Store



FOCUS ON THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY’S UNIQUE 
SPECIAL & RARE COLLECTIONS 
Special & Rare Collections have been independently assessed as ‘highly 
significant’, with rare book holdings and private papers both having strong 
national historical significance. The significance derives from the rarity of
individual items, the history of some of the collections, the provenance or 
association of some items, and specific historic artefacts. Both The Royal 
Society of Tasmania and Quaker collections have international significance.

The Significance Assessment report, funded by a National Library of 
Australia Community Heritage grant, enabled the Library to successfully 
apply for a further Community Heritage Grant for an assessment of the 
physical condition of the collections and its current housing and storage 
facilities. 

The Plomley Foundation at the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery in 
Launceston awarded the Library $5,000 for a 2016 project to digitise the 19th 
century sketchbooks of Catherine Penwarne Mitchell and make them globally 
discoverable and accessible via the Library Open Repository. The Plomley 
Foundation’s objective is to support research projects on various aspects of 
Tasmania’s natural and cultural heritage and this is the second year the 
Library has been successful in a Plomley grant application.

Detail of a page from Catherine Penwarne Mitchell sketchbook

The Special & Rare Collections are listed as part of the Council of Australian University Librarians (CAUL) and the Australian Society of Authors (ASA) 
Fellowship program and the collections had six primary source research offerings in the 2015 Faculty of Arts’ Cultural Environments and Heritage 
honours program.
Visiting academics, Open Day visitors and delegates to the Australasian University Recordkeepers and Archivists Forum 2015 enjoyed tours of the 
Special & Rare Collections during the year.
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Australasian University Recordkeepers and Archivists Forum

Ocean University, China

Special & Rare Collections Tours

Sandy Bay Probus Club



LIBRARY SPACES
The Library has over one million visitors each year to both physical locations and online and is a key destination for staff and students. 

•	 A study into the feasibility of co-locating the three libraries (Art, Music and Clinical) in the Hobart CBD was undertaken and a draft preliminary report  
provided to the University for further deliberation.  

•	 Design plans for significant expansion and improvement of the Library space at the Rozelle campus were approved early in the year and the Associate 
Director (Library Services) was a member of the project user group for the project. 

•	 Improvements to Level 5 in Morris Miller Library during 2015 included compactus shelving to house the Quaker and The Royal Society of Tasmania  
components of the Library’s Special & Rare Collections. This not only created dedicated postgraduate spaces and additional quiet study seating  
spaces on Level 5 but improved storage of these special books and protection from damage by strong sunlight. 

•	 Students in the Launceston Campus Library have greatly appreciated new furniture and additional power points which were funded by SSAF and  
minor works funding. The space available 24/7 was expanded to include the Reserve Room as a silent study area, following a successful pilot  
during semester 2 examination time the year before. 

•	 Planning has begun to relocate Library Services staff in the Morris Miller Library and to enable student-centred activities such as Disability Services  
and Counselling to be co-located with Student Services and Information Centre (SSIC) staff on Level 1.  
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Library spaces for postgraduates



RESEARCH AND DISCOVERY SERVICES   
Research data

The Library has a valuable role in exposing University research outputs for global discoverability and in supporting researchers to communicate their 
research and assess its impact. The Research Data Discovery Service (RDDS), for example, links data descriptions with publications, while Research 
Librarians continue to advise and support researchers in creating unique, persistent researcher identities to provide further linkage.  

•	 Research Librarians presented Making Data Discoverable Research Bites sessions to researchers on all campuses 

•	 The number of researchers represented by profiles in the Vivo metadata repository increased to 1,946 

•	 Addition of new metadata elements provided richer profiles and increased discoverability 

•	 Visualisations of co-author and co-investigator networks, linking researchers with colleagues locally, nationally and 
internationally, were created 

•	 The number of research disciplines represented in the Vivo metadata repository increased and includes the  
Tasmanian College of the Arts 

•	 Accurate publishing to Research Data Australia (RDA) contributed to the global presences of the University’s  
researchers 

•	 Discovery Services staff participated in several University-wide projects, including the Staff Web Profiles Project 
which was part of the Digital Strategy Program; ITS Research Data Storage Service Project and the ANDS/IMAS 
Massive Open Data Collections Steering Committee

Survey of researchers

Results were analysed from a comprehensive survey of researchers undertaken late in 2014 and compared with results from the previous survey in 
2011. New findings included the need to clarify the benefits and methods of open access publishing and sharing research data.  Generally though, 
the results asserted an improvement in awareness and usage of Library services for researchers, including new services related to researcher profiles.  
The survey confirmed that researchers continue to highly value the Library, its collections and its expertise.  HDR candidates in particular showed a 
desire to engage actively on issues of collection development and use of spaces.   This presents a strong opportunity for the Library to build relation-
ships with the research community and enhance postgraduate student experience.
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Achievements in 2015 include:



RESEARCH AND DISCOVERY SERVICES   
Strong demand for digitised theses

4,000 of the University’s print copy theses were digitised, described and loaded into the Library Open Repository (LOR) in a project completed early 
in 2015 and funded by the Division of Research. Digitised theses are all globally discoverable and either openly accessible in full text or requested 
from the Library. 

Professor Imelda Whelehan, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Postgraduate Research Training), said “digitising the thesis collection means we can take the 
University’s higher degree research to the world with greater ease.”.... “This project gives our students, researchers, and the broader academic 
community a more contemporary system, assisting them to find quality, relevant research to inform their own work.”

There have been 921,111 downloads of theses from 2008 to 2015. Currently 38% of the online theses collection is openly accessible and this will 
increase as author permissions and copyright clearances are progressively checked. 

Downloaded theses Increase

2013 187,685

2014 206,221 10%

2015 272,150 32%

2013-2015                                           45%
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University to present information on a range of topics, such as increasing  researchers’ profiles, exposure and citations, attracted more than 200 
additional participants.

Following a successful SSAF bid by the TUU to further enhance support for HDR candidates, three part-time Research Support Officers (RSOs) were 
recruited by the Library to work closely with the Research Services Librarians in Launceston, Clinical and Morris Miller libraries. The RSOs liaised with 
research candidates and members of the TUU Postgraduate Council to help address researchers’ information needs and improve communication 
across all sections and locations of the University providing services for researchers. All three RSOs were PhD candidates in the end stages of their 
degree, able to share valuable insights and experience of the research process with other HDR candidates and with the Library. 

Supporting the University’s researchers

Research Librarians offered information skills and reference management work-
shops for postgraduate students and staff throughout the year, as well as 
participating in Research Week with a workshop on systematic reviews at the 
Medical Science Precinct in September and presenting two series of lunchtime
Research Bites sessions, in May and October.  Around 400 registrations were 
received for these events. Successful collaboration with other sections of the



RESEARCH AND DISCOVERY SERVICES   

Other highlights
Two successful Research Infrastructure bids will provide additional funding in 2016 for the Research Data Discovery Service (RDDS) to enable 
system interoperability, and for the selection and implementation of an archival content management system for the Library’s Special & Rare 
Collections and other University cultural collections.

The Library is leading the development of a University Open Access policy and a discussion paper was released to Associate Deans and Directors 
of Research in December, ahead of further discussion and consultation in 2016.

14

Library Open Repository

The Library Open Repository (eprints.utas.edu.au) makes openly accessible and globally discoverable digitised cultural heritage material, 5,151 higher 
degree theses, and over 8,000 journal articles deposited by researchers. 

In the international Ranking Web of World Repositories report released in January and July of 2015, the Library Open Repository again ranked highly, 
both amongst Australian institutional repositories and internationally. Rankings are derived from a range of criteria, including the size, visibility and 
richness of file content.  
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 UTAS Library Open Repository Rankings

Year Rank in Australia Rank in World Change in World ranking of Institutional Repositories

2013 6th of 44 127th of 1,567 Rank down 42 places. 395 more institutions ranked

2014 8th of 46 133rd of 1,660 Rank up 3 places.  330 more institutions ranked

2015 6th of 45 124th of 2,193 Rank up 6 places.  296 more institutions ranked



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Open to Talent affirms the importance of the University’s unique relationship with the Tasmanian community and the opportunities this brings to 
contribute to the social, cultural and intellectual life of the island.

The Library is a partner participant in two Faculty of Arts Community Engagement Grant projects:

•	 The Companion to Tasmanian Arts, Heritage and History with Professor, Digital Humanities, Paul Turnbull,  
where the Library’s role includes maximising global discoverability of the Companion’s content which will  
be greatly enriched with digitised items, some drawn from the Special & Rare materials in the Library Open  
Repository 
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The Library collaborated on a Community Engagement Grant project of the Centre for Rural Health, working with health providers in Northern  
Tasmania to improve research literacy among clinical health professionals. The project team ran a series of workshops on translating research into 
evidence-based practice in Launceston and Cradle Coast which were attended by participants from a range of allied health disciplines.

Engaging with the Tasmanian library community, the Library hosted an Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) event, Who wants 
to be at the Edge?, for University and LINC staff to report back on the ALIA Information Online conference which was held earlier in the year. The 
event attracted library staff from all sectors with 26 attendees in the south and 13 in the north.

•	 Midlands Restoration Project: art and science reconnecting the University with rural communities with 
Senior Lecturer & Program Director, Tasmanian College of the Arts, John Vella, where the Library provided 
historical and cultural context from items in the Special & Rare Collections to inform the artists building 
their installations



The Library hosted a number of exhibitions during the year:

•	 In April works from the University’s Tyler Collection were on show at the Morris Miller Library. Mrs Tyler attended the exhibition launch event.  

•	 In July the Library contributed to the University’s marking of NAIDOC Week by hosting a Tasmanian Aboriginal themed exhibition put together 
by Indigenous staff from the University with themes of: cultural tradition and heritage; colonisation and its impact; and contemporary Tasmanian 
Aboriginal peoples. Items displayed included shell necklaces, kelp work, portraits, celebration of country items, historical works and contemporary 
items including flags and posters. 

•	 Morris Miller Library was the site of an installation from the Off the Wall art project during the Open Day and Welcome Home week celebrations. 
Shireen Taweel’s copper forms were hung in the Library. 

•	 In September Launceston Campus Library hosted an art installation by Catherine Phillips entitled History in the Making, a sculpture containing 
objects and images which reflected upon 125 years of the University of Tasmania.   

•	 The Library was one of 21 Australian academic libraries to celebrate book design by collectively sponsoring the 2015 national ABDA Book  
Design Awards. In November the Library hosted the national touring exhibition. Winners included The Making of MONA by Tasmanian Professor 
Adrian Franklin, designed by Laura Thomas.The wider arts community and schools were invited to an event to celebrate this exhibition. 

•	 The Library at the End of the World display celebrated The Royal Society of Tasmania’s latest publication. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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Authors, Anita Hanson & Margaret Davies from The Royal Society of Tasmania Brigita Ozolins & Juliet Beale - ABDA Book Design Awards exhibition

Professor Adrian Franklin



Rachael Rose, Frances Tyler & Katrina Dewis 
at the  Tyler Collection Exhibition launch , 

Morris Miller Library

A selection of beautiful art works from the Tyler Collection was on show at the University 
of Tasmania’s Morris Miller Library.

In 2013 the University received the Tyler Collection, a generous bequest by University 
alumnus Geoffrey Tyler and his wife Frances. 

The majority of artwork is Romanian, obtained when Geoffrey made frequent visits to
Romania between 1973 and 1987 as part of his position in the International Monetary 
Fund. 

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Community, Partnerships and Regional Development), Professor 
Janelle Allison, said the exhibition was “just a taste” of the Tyler Collection.

“It is a delight to be able to showcase some of pieces from the collection. The greater 
number of works is presently housed in the Administration building, and we have plans to 
find a long term home for them.”

Mrs Frances Tyler officially opened the exhibition. Registrar and Keeper of the University 
Fine Art Collection, Rachael Rose, said the religious icons were “the soul of the collection” 
and the focus of the selection of works on display in the Library.

“The icon is one of the most important genres of Byzantine art. Christ, saints and religious 
scenes were used as objects of veneration in orthodox churches and homes alike for 
centuries. Geoffrey observed that on his visits, most Romanian artists had these on their 
walls.”

 Window to the Tyler Collection in Morris Miller Library

Highlighted in News@UTAS in March
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University of Tasmania, 125th Anniversary celebrations



               Special & Rare Collections Events for
             Welcome Home Week

As part of the University’s Welcome Home Week in August, and in 
conjunction with the 125th Anniversary celebrations, the University 
Library’s Special & Rare Collections held two events.
 
Special & Rare Collections Reading Room open for Open Day
•	 Displayed some of the treasures in the unique collections, including 

the oldest printed book in Tasmania, a first edition of On the Origin of 
Species, an extensive collection of early colonial material as well as 
the extensive The Royal Society of Tasmania and Quaker collections. 
There were also audio recordings of past staff and students available 
for listening

Special & Rare Collections Welcome Home Week display
•	 A selection of images and paraphernalia from the Special & Rare 
      Collections covering the history of the University was the focus of 
      this event

 Highlighted in News@UTAS in August
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University of Tasmania, 125th Anniversary celebrations



2015 TIMELINE

•		Awarded	Student	Services	and	Amenities	Fee	(SSAF)	
    funding for Library display screen, headphone  and  
    mobile charging sets
•		Library	to	manage	Tasmanian	University	Union	SSAF	
    funded Research Support Officer project
•		‘Pop	up’	libraries	in	the	Art	School	studios	introduced

APRIL

•		Associate	Director	(Library	Services)	was	a	member	of	The	Higher	
    Education Technology Agenda’s THETA15 Conference Program 
    Committee and hosted a conference session
•		University	Librarian	is	a	member	of	the	Council	of	Australian	University		
    Librarians (CAUL) committee overseeing a project to develop principles 
    and threshold standards for Australian university libraries

MAY

•		Library	participated	in	the	University’s	Open	Day	
    and Welcome Home Week celebrations

AUGUST

•		Library	Client	services	staff	transfer	to	the	new	Divisional	Student	
    Services and Information Centre (SSIC) team
•		Senior	Librarian	(Acquisitions	&	Access)	represented	the	University	of	
    Tasmania Library on CAVAL’s eContent Data Analytics Project group

•		On	campus	storage	for	low	use	print	information	resources
    opened in the STEPS building on Sandy Bay campus
•		Anna	Klebansky,	a	Student	Learning	Librarian,	co-facilitated	a	
    HERDSA workshop Research skills development framework as a 
    tool for collaborative conversations in course work masters programs
•		World	repository	rankings	released	and	the	Library	Open	Repository
    moved up three places to rank 6 out of 45 institutional repositories in 
    Australia and improved its position to rank 124 out of 2193 institutional  
    repositories internationally

JULY

 
•		Resource	Description	and	Access	(RDA)	training	for	
    Resource Management staff

MARCH

•		World	repository	rankings	released	and	the	Library	Open	
    Repository ranked 9 out of 45 institutional repositories in 
    Australia and 168 out of 2068 institutional repositories  
    internationally     

JANUARY 



•		Library	awarded	a	National	Library	of	Australia	Community	Heritage	Grant	to	undertake	a	preservation	needs	assessment	of	items	in	the	Special	&	
    Rare Collections
•		Library	participated	in	the	international	Preserving the World’s Rarest Books program
•		Library	awarded	Plomley	Foundation	grant	to	digitise	the	19th	century	sketchbooks	of	Catherine	Penwarne	Mitchell
•		23	new	laptops	made	available	for	loan	to	students	and	two	recharge	lockers	were	purchased	for	the	Library	by	Information	Technology	Services
•		Library	Facebook	page	records	over	1,000	Likes
 

OCTOBER

•		Louise	Earwaker	contributed	to	two	conference	papers:	
Douglas, T and Mather, C and Murray, SL and Earwaker, L and James, AJ and Pittaway, J and Robards, B and Salter, S, “A comparison of undergraduate student experiences of 
assessed versus nonassessed participation in online asynchronous discussion groups: Lessons from a cross disciplinary study in health and sociology”, Globally connected, digitally 
enabled. Proceedings ascilite 2015, 29 November - 2 December, 2015, Perth, Australia, pp. 424-428. (2015)

Douglas, T and Mather, CA and Murray, SL and Earwaker, LA and James, AJ and Pittaway, JK and Robards, BJ and Salter, S, “Asynchronous discussion boards: To assess or not, that 
is the question”, Teaching Matters, 2 December 2015, Hobart, Tasmania (2015)

•		Christine	Hurburgh,	Rachel	Adams	and	Beverley	Walsh	celebrated	25	years’	service	at	the	University	Library	

DECEMBER

•		University	Academic	Senate	endorses	the	Library‘s	Future Vision
•		Access	enabled	to	a	selection	of	online	journals	and	databases	for	alumni
•		Library	Services	planning	day
•		Deborah	Wise,	Bachelor	of	Contemporary	Arts	student,	displayed	a	range	of	ceramics	at	the	Launceston	Campus	Library

NOVEMBER

•		Library	participated	in	the	University’s	Open	Day	
    and Welcome Home Week celebrations

SEPTEMBER

•		BONUS+		service	starts,	providing	access	to	7	million	books	from	14	other	university		libraries
•		Library	staff	lead	the	organisation	of	the	ALIA	National	Library	and	Information	Technicians’	Symposium,	Right here, right now – it’s a devil
    of a time in libraries and Prue Senior, Beverley Walsh and Lionel Cooper present papers
•		Deputy	Vice-Chancellor	(Students	&	Education)	addresses	CAUL	meeting	held	in	Hobart
•		New	tables,	chairs	and	stools	installed	in	Launceston	Campus	Library	to	improve	group	study	area	furniture	courtesy	of	a	TUU	SSAF	
    funded project
•		Library	project	to	migrate	the	Library’s	management	system	to	Sierra	established	

SEPTEMBER



The Library announced a new subscription to Ancestrylibrary.com, 
a database that provides access to billions of historical documents, 
millions of historical photos, plus local narratives, oral histories and 
other resources that span from the 1500s to the 2000s. Collections 
include census and voter lists; birth deaths and marriages; military 
records and immigration and travel records from the US, UK and 
Australia and many other countries. These collections are the primary 
sources for family history and other social history research.

Professor Tony Simoes da Silva, Head of School for Humanities, is 
extremely happy to have access to this resource. 

“Our family history offerings have been so popular that we are now 
developing a Diploma in Family History – it’s wonderful that the 
Library will now provide ongoing access to such a key resource, one 
which will have very wide research appeal to the whole University 
community.”

Discover your family history 
with the University Library

Highlighted in News@UTAS in September
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The University of Tasmania has digitised its thesis collection, giving 
students and researchers easier access to an even wider range of 
academic material, while sharing University research with the global 
community. 

The project, part of the University’s 125 Anniversary celebrations, 
was completed by local firm Acrodata. 

As the largest of the University’s libraries, the Morris Miller at Sandy 
Bay stores nearly 100 years’ worth of research theses, which only 
existed in hard copy and were accessible only by request. 

Since digitisation, there has been a significant increase in thesis 
access, with more than 15,500 theses downloaded after the 
project’s completion.

The 4000 theses can now be placed in storage, creating more shelf 
space in the library for books. The digitisation will also assist in preserving 
the original hard copy theses. 

Acrodata, a specialist digitisation firm, produced just under one 
million images in three months.  

“We were really pleased to win this project against stiff competition 
from the big national players,” said John Groom, Acrodata CEO 
and founder.  “This important collection is now available to a global 
audience, as well as being protected from disaster.”

Digitisation of theses takes 
research to the world

Highlighted in News@UTAS in June



BONUS+ brings access to seven million books from major university 
libraries across Australia and New Zealand and provides a new level of 
depth and breadth to the Library’s collections. 

While Document Delivery services have provided this type of service to 
researchers, BONUS+ is available to all students and staff of the University. 
The Library catalogue offers the option to search further on the BONUS+ 
catalogue, request a book and then pick it up from a preferred Library 
location at no cost to students or staff.

University Librarian, Karmen Pemberton, said “Librarians are always looking 
for co-operative ways to share resources. To open our University Library 
collections and simultaneously provide access for our students and 
researchers to a wealth of material makes good sense. 
“It means that students and researchers can easily benefit from different 
library collection strengths and our library is proud to be able to contribute 
its collections strengths to this co-operative arrangement as well.”

The pilot of the BONUS+ service was funded by the Student Experience 
Funding Scheme.

New Library service provides easy access to 
7 million books from 14 university libraries

Highlighted in News@UTAS in September
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STATISTICS

Services 2015 2014
Loans (Total items) 138,288 178,701
Loans/EFT client 6.25 8.4
Loans (Reserve items) 14,960 16,339
Loans (Reserve items)/EFT student 0.76 0.86
Loans (intercampus) 10,116 13,590
Loans (intercampus)/EFT client 0.46 0.64

Items supplied to other libraries 1,545 993
Items borrowed from other libraries 9,858 10,008

Information skills sessions 981 752
Attendance at information skills sessions 8,105 7,713
Proportion of student population attending 24.6% 26.3%

Subject guides hits 943,399 884,371

Library open repository
Ranking in world institutional repositories 124th / 2193 130th / 1897
In Australian institutional repositories 6th / 45 7th / 47

UTAS Client population 2015 2014
Students 32,997 29,318
Students (EFT) 19,749 18,946.2

Staff (excluding casuals) 2,777 2,820
Staff (EFT) 2,362 2,427.3
Total clients 35,774 32,138
Total clients (EFT) 22,111 21,373.5

Resources 2015 2014
Number of books  and ebooks 
purchased

5,500 6,656

Average price of books purchased 
(A$)

$128.67 $76.12

Print items in collection 856,395 856,550
Current serial titles in print  
collection

485 505

Current serial titles in total  
(incl electronic)

46,244 46,572

Current ebooks accessible 210,755 91,501
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Facilities 2015 2014
Number of libraries 7 7
Opening hours/week 73.5 73.5
Study seats 1,709 1,691
EFT students/Study seat 11.6 11.2
Student computers 346 322
EFT students/computer 57.08 58.84
Visits 1,049,181 1,039,450
Visits/EFT client 47.45 48.63
Number of photocopies 104,964 163,136
Photocopies/EFT student 5.31 7.63
Number of prints to Library 
printers

1,219,537 1,140,345

Prints/EFT student 61.75 53.35

Staff and expenditure 2015 2014
Library staff (excluding casuals) 28.9 FTE * 74.1 FTE
Salaries $2,966,395 * $6,313,952
Operating $114,721 * $616,131
Acquisitions $4,740,068 $4,465,637
Total expenditure $7,821,184 * $11,395,720

* A major Divisional restructure moved some categories of Library staff to other areas of the Division, 
   outside Library Services (Learning & Teaching Librarians, Client Services, and administrative positions)
   and also reduced the number of professional positions in Library Services.
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