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Certainty and confidence to flow with Year
12 offers under recommendation program

Offers will begin to flow to Year 12s this week, providing certainty and the
chance toturn a new chapter in their lives, starting study with the
University of Tasmania next year.

With 1,800 applications from Tasmanian students so far this year, the
University and schools are currently working to finalise the first round
of offers which will be emailed to students tomorrow, Thursday, 30 July.

The University’s Schools Recommendation Program was set up to support
students and reduce pressure and stress by providing certainty about
their pathway to further education at a time when theirlives and learning
have been disrupted by COVID-19.

Vice-Chancellor Professor Rufus Black said the University community was
delighted to have had such interest in the program and was looking
forward to welcoming a new group of first-year studentsin 2021.

“"COVID-19 has added a level of uncertainty and difficulty for Year 12s ata
timein their lives that can already be stressful for them and their
families,” Professor Black said.

“"The Schools Recommendation Program is one way we have been able

to help. With this program in place, students have been able to tackle the
year with confidence; they could do their best without fear of failure,
knowing they will have a place with us based on a range of considerations
other than an ATAR.

“This includes their academic performance and, importantly, their
teacher’s belief that they will thrive once they come to university. That



confidence of their teachers is the most important measure - they know
these students best, and we trust their judgement as educators.”

More than 1,600 Tasmanian students will receive an offer tomorrow,
with more to follow. Applications through the program can be made up
until 30 November this year.

Kate MacDonald, who is finishing Year 12 at St Patrick’s College in
Launceston, will receive an offerof a place in the Bachelor of Business. She
said the program had taken a lot of pressure off in what was a difficult
year.

“When we first applied to the University, we weren’t even sure whether
we would be able to sit exams. It was really good to know that we could
just focus on getting through the year, that as long as we passed, we had
a place at the University.”

Fellow Year 12 student at St Patrick’s, Tom Dwyer, will be receiving an
offer in the Bachelor of Agricultural Science. Growing up in Longford, he
has always wanted to get into farming and being able to apply to the
University early had been a big relief.

“"COVID-19 has been really challenging - our whole routine was thrown
out of whack, and we had to start trying to learn from home,” he said.
“The way the school and our teachers adapted was amazing, but it was a
whole different way of learning and pretty disruptive.

“It was a big relief to be able to apply early because it means you can
give yourself that pathway already and start looking at options and
planning out the rest of your year to get ready.”

Principal of St Patrick’s College Tony Daley said: “For a year that has been
so disrupted it is certainly a positive that the College and UTAS can work
closely together for the benefit of the students. In the current conditions,
it has been a relief for many to know where they are heading in 2021.”

The program will continue accepting applications until 30 November 2020.
For more information, visit https://www.utas.edu.au/study/schools-
recommendation-program.
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