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Overview 
The University of Tasmania has offered an annual arts residency in North-West Tasmania 
to local, national and international artists since 2011. We put our Artist in Residence (AIR) 
program on hold in 2020 because of the global pandemic. As we continue to navigate the 
impacts of the pandemic, in 2021 we have modified our residency to exclusively focus on 
Tasmanian applicants. 
 
This diverse arts residency is open to practitioners from a broad range of disciplines, living 
and working in Tasmania, and for the first time, we are pleased to make this program 
available to current students and professional practitioners qualified by experience rather 
than formal qualifications. 
 
To further support the University’s aims to create cultural and educational value within our 
region, and to mark the opening of our new Cradle Coast campus at West Park, the 
University is pleased to offer a site-specific residency valued at $5,000 for a 2-week (14 
day) project, based at the precinct. 
 
 
Program benefits 
Our residency supports the University of Tasmania’s key strategic objectives; to develop 
aspiration within our communities, create and promote educational pathways and improve 
local participation in higher education. Specifically, this program has been designed to 
inclusively provide both artists and our local communities with a broad range of 
opportunities and benefits. 
 
These include: 

• Providing the financial support, time and space needed for practitioners to research 
and develop high-quality, creative projects. 

• Stimulating discussion within our communities and encouraging arts projects which 
interpret and respond to the unique aspects of this Tasmanian region. 

• Providing developmental opportunities for artists seeking to broaden their skill sets. 

• Supporting positive, cultural, and social impacts, to develop mutually-beneficial 
relationships and learning opportunities for our communities, the artist/s and the 
University. 

 
 
Required outcomes 
The successful artist will be expected to: 
 

• Develop a quality project which engages critically with their field of practice. 

• Create opportunities to engage meaningfully with North-West communities to 
stimulate interest and learning. 



• Consider the relationship between the new campus in Burnie, local communities, 
and other unique aspects of the Cradle Coast region within their project. 

• Work within the allocated budget. 
  
Preference will be given to applications which: 
 

• Articulate a range of desirable community engagements, especially those which 
relate directly to our new Burnie campus, surrounding landscapes and eco-systems. 

• Demonstrate innovative practice within creative disciplines. 

• Projects with relevance to Tasmanian Aboriginal Communities, supported by written 
endorsements from relevant Tasmanian Aboriginal community representatives. 

 
 
The University 
At the University of Tasmania, we pride ourselves on being place-based, regionally 
distinctive and globally connected. We offer a diverse range of degrees, student 
exchanges, and learning experiences across four campuses, five colleges and three 
specialist institutes: www.utas.edu.au  
 
 
The new campus in Burnie  
The University’s new Cradle Coast campus at West Park is due for completion in 
September 2021. The campus has been built in an area rich in history which has been 
home to the educational, sporting, creative and ecological life of the city for decades. In 
addition to several regionally networked UTAS facilities including the Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture, and the Rural Clinical (Medical) School, other educational centres our campus 
supports include the Study Hub West Coast and the Circular Head Study Centre: 
www.utas.edu.au/cradle-coast  
 
 
The region                                                                                                                                                                       
Known for our temperate climate and the diversity of our native flora, fauna and geology, 
the Cradle Coast region of Tasmania features a range of rural, coastal, and volcanic 
landscapes, as well as world-heritage areas, pristine beaches, ancient forests, and iconic 
mountains. 
 
Our region has a dispersed population across nine municipal areas of approximately 
100,000 people, including an Aboriginal population whose cultural practices and histories 
are unique to this region. Prior to 1995, our regional economy was heavily reliant on mining, 
paper manufacture, forestry, and agriculture. These days advanced manufacturing, mineral 
and energy, arts, tourism, and education are the main sectors of economic growth. 
 
The Cradle Coast region has a vibrant arts community with a contemporary exhibition 
space at West Park, a regional art gallery in Devonport, as well as performing arts venues 
and international arts festivals including Ten Days on the Island and The Unconformity. 
 
Please note that the Burnie Regional Art Gallery is currently closed for refurbishment. 
  
 
 

http://www.utas.edu.au/
http://www.utas.edu.au/cradle-coast


Our key partners 
Operating within a range of regional communities, our key partners are engaged in many 
levels of learning and include: 
 

• Primary and secondary schools and colleges. 

• Schools and Colleges within the University of Tasmania. 

• Other education and training providers, committees, and advisory groups 

• Arts organisations, festivals, museums, and art galleries. 

• Local government. 

• Business and industry. 

• Community and service groups and societies. 

• Libraries Tasmania. 
 
 

An artist impression of 
the new UTAS 
campus in Burnie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Funding and support  
In 2021 our arts residency includes accommodation valued at over $1,500 at one of the 
University's beautiful, waterfront suites in the heart of the West Park precinct. Additionally, 
up to $3,500 will be provided for the successful project from Wednesday 22nd September 
to Wednesday 6th October. Please note that alternative dates are not currently available. 
 
 
Eligible expenses include: 

• Predetermined (budgeted) artist fees. 

• Venue and equipment hire. 

• Meals. 

• Travel expenses e.g., car rental, fuel. 

• Art materials and other direct project costs and 

• Registration fees. 
  
 
Local support (where requested) may include: 

• Access to working spaces. 

• Assistance with public workshops and venues. 



• Brokering community contacts. 

• IT Support; and 

• PR and media support. 
 
 
Selection criteria and eligibility 
In 2021 our residency is open to arts practitioners and current arts students working in any 
creative discipline including visual and performing arts, design, craft, technology, new 
media, film and literature, community arts, curatorial practice, and research. 
 
Applicants must: 

• Have lived in Tasmania for at least 2 years. 

• Undertake their project in one continuous period: 22nd September - 6th October 
2021. 

• Provide a fully completed application form. 

• Commit to providing a short acquittal/summary of their project later in the year. 
 
To ensure the value of the residency is shared with regional communities, the selected 
artist may be required to participate in a range of public activities, coordinated by the 
University, these might include: 
 

• Community/school workshops and/or demonstrations. 

• Public talks and forums. 

• Student presentations. 

• Public and social events. 

• Media opportunities. 
 
 
How to apply 
 

1. Download the application form from the website: www.utas.edu.au/cradle-
coast/cultural-programs  

2. Refer to the selection criteria throughout your application and follow the directions on 
the application form 

3. Although not essential, it is recommended that applicants discuss project proposals 
with the Arts and Public Programs Coordinator prior to lodging an application. 

 
 
Working with Vulnerable People Registration - WWVP 
Tasmanian law requires individuals working with persons under the age of 18 to hold a valid 
Working with Vulnerable People registration, available through the Tasmanian Government. 
The successful applicant/s should commence the registration process as soon as their 
residency is approved, if intending to engage with young people as part of their project. The 
cheaper volunteer rate may be available to you in relation to this project. 
 
Tasmanian applicants: 
www.cbos.tas.gov.au/topics/licensing-and-registration/registrations/work-with-vulnerable-
people  
  

http://www.utas.edu.au/cradle-coast/cultural-programs
http://www.utas.edu.au/cradle-coast/cultural-programs
http://www.cbos.tas.gov.au/topics/licensing-and-registration/registrations/work-with-vulnerable-people
http://www.cbos.tas.gov.au/topics/licensing-and-registration/registrations/work-with-vulnerable-people


Key dates  

• Applications open: Monday 9th August 2021 
 

• Applications close: Monday 30th August 2021  
 

• Applicant notified: Thursday 9th September 2021 
 

• Project dates: Wednesday September 22nd to Wednesday 6th October  
 

• Acquittal due: 13th December 2021 
 
 
Enquiries and applications 
Joanna Gair - Arts and Public Programs Coordinator 
 
Office hours: Monday to Thursday, 9-5pm 
Email: joanna.gair@utas.edu.au    Telephone: (03) 6430 1612 Mobile: 0419 715 573 
 
 
FAQs 
 

1. Are non-Tasmanian artists eligible? This year, due to the travel restrictions and 
risk mitigations resulting from the pandemic, only Tasmanian applications will be 
accepted. To be considered ‘Tasmanian’ you must have lived in Tasmania for at 
least 2 years. 
 

2. Do I need to be fluent in English to apply? Not necessarily, but English language 
proficiency (or a suitable work-around) will be needed to deliver effective community 
engagement. Please let us know if we can assist. 
 

3. Do you fund collaborative projects? Yes, though you may need to source 
additional funding. 
 

4. How should I send my support docs? Please email your supporting 
documentation as separate files, ideally as PDFs. Please don't embed images within 
your application document. 
 

5. Is it OK for me to send you emails as ‘letters of support’? Yes, so long as they 
clearly show the author's title, contact information etc. Please ensure that these 
relate directly to your project. Generic ‘character references’ are not what we are 
looking for. 
 

6. Can I send you video content? You sure can. Please provide links to your online 
resources. Don't mail data storage! 
 

7. Can I mail in a paper application? We’re only accepting digital applications this 
year. 

 

mailto:joanna.gair@utas.edu.au


8. What is the assessment process? Applications are considered by a selection 
committee comprised of University and Tasmanian arts sector representatives, 
including art form specialists as required. 
 

9. When would I receive the funding? 90% of your grant will be deposited into your 
nominated bank account upon receipt of an invoice prior to your residency start date, 
with the remaining 10% being paid on receipt of your acquittal. 
 

10.  How do you feel about additional funding applications? Go for it! Applicants are 
encouraged to seek additional funding sources. (Though please let us know what 
these are in your budget summary). 
 

11.  My project is linked to Aboriginal culture! Excellent, we encourage you to do 
this, but please remember to provide evidence that you have secured the support of 
appropriate First Nations representatives as part of your AIR application. 
 

12.  Is it OK for me to recycle residency projects I've done elsewhere? Probably not 
- if your project looks like it could be done ‘anywhere’ it's unlikely to be the project for 
us. 
 

13.  Is accommodation provided? Yes! This year it is (and is absolutely waterfront 
...and gorgeous) 
 

14.  Can I travel around the NW region while I'm here? Sure, if you adhere to the 
current COVID-19 guidelines. 
 

15.  Do I get weekends off? Yes, of course! Though weekends offer good opportunities 
to engage with the local community out of hours - so if community engagement is 
important to your project, you might like to swap this for a Friday instead. 
 

16.  Are you going to feed me? Grant recipients are responsible for their own meals. 
Food is an eligible cost as part of your funding and there’s a kitchen for you to use in 
your suite.  
 

17.  Do you have art studios and technical staff available on-site? No, but 
depending on your requirements, we may be able to assist you with a public 
workspace. Please inquire with the Arts and Public Programs Coordinator. 
 

18.  I have a disability; can I still apply? Absolutely. Please let us know how we can 
assist. 
 

19.  Do you have free Wi-Fi? Yes, we can help you to access the University’s Wi-Fi. 
 

20.  How is the mobile phone coverage? Coverage is good in metropolitan areas, but 
not so great in remote areas: www.telstra.com.au/regional-services/tasmania 
 

21.  Is there an opportunity to exhibit? The University is always interested to receive 
quality exhibition proposals. If presenting work publicly is important for the success 
of your project, please discuss your requirements with the Arts and Public Programs 
Coordinator prior to submitting your AIR application.  

http://www.telstra.com.au/regional-services/tasmania


 
22.  Can I purchase art materials locally? Art material suppliers in North-West 

Tasmania are limited. Please come prepared and ask if you need help. 
 

23.  Any restrictions around photography? University policy requires you to seek 
written permission from the individuals you photograph, and you must get written 
consent from the guardian of any children you photograph.   
 

24.  Do I REALLY need a WWVP card? Only if your project includes working with 
vulnerable people like children, older Australians, and people with disabilities (and 
we really hope it does). 
 

25.  Can I bring my partner/child? It is possible to bring partners and children with you. 
Children must always be supervised by an adult. Please mention your intention to 
bring your partner or child in your application. 
 

26.  How about my pet? Sorry no, but theoretically you could use the grant to pay for 
kennel costs. 
 

27.  How do I get to the new University campus in Burnie? Ask your GPS to deliver 
you to 2 - 4 Bass Highway, Parklands. 
 

28.  What’s the best way to travel around the NW Coast? In most cases you’ll need a 
car. There are taxis, buses, and bike trails in many suburban areas. There are 
regular coaches around the island, but there are no public trains or trams. Uber is 
not a reliable option in NW Tasmania. Car hire is an eligible cost. 
 

29.  What if I don’t complete my project? In cases where the project is not fulfilled, or 
there is significant deviation from the original proposal, you’ll need to return the grant 
funds you have been paid. 


