






























coding to cio

how to build a rewarding career in IT



introducing anna





define your career aspiration



understand what you 

bring to the table



be inspired by

role models



role model:
Rachel Botsman





harness the power of networking



just say “YES”



find a coach, mentor, sponsor



invest in yourself



thank you 

and questions





My Systems 
and Education 

Journey

Associate Professor Leonie Ellis



Grew up in in Northern suburbs.  
Educated at Cosgrove High, not fully 
engaged as a student….



Went to work, 
Pharmacy 
then Myer.  
Sport and 
some 
modelling 
filled in time 
but always 
ended up in 
office jobs



Then came the beautiful children.  
Within a short time was back 
working doing as a teacher.

How are you going at Uni??



So time to get a 
qualification 
ready to rejoin 
the workforce 
fulltime.



Accounting not 
for me but 
apparently 
Information 
Systems 
was…1st Class 
Honours



Next step was a PhD if I was to be an 
academic. PhD topic:  Implementing 
technology and organisational based 
change.

And then the journey started: 
promotion and leadership roles



I am a qualitative social 
scientist, researching in ICT 
related areas, who was 
comfortably living in College 
of Science and Engineering 
and contributing to ICT 
education and research.  In 
my new role we (my team 
and I) work closely with our 
partners and collectively 
drive the university agenda in 
relation to technology to 
support learning and 
teaching. All from a 
background of leaving school 
in year 10 and a natural flare 
for systems.

Understand your 
strengths, 
continue to 
upskill…you will 
be amazed at 
where you might 
end up!!!



Thank you for listening to my story…. Oh 
there was also a VCs award that I forgot to 
mention…





by Jo-Anne Farrelly and Gillian Vosper



























Thankyou



Summary






