
 

Mushroom Virus X Syndrome consists of 
two distinct virus diseases – Brown Cap 
Mushroom Disease (BCMD) and Patch 
Disease – which can occur separately, or 
which may express concurrently, 
displaying a complex symptomology.  

Each disease is caused by the synergistic 
effect of at least two virus particles, one 
of which, particle AbV6, is shared 
between the two diseases.  

Although BCMD expresses in Australia, 
the particle responsible for BCMD has 
not been identified in symptomatic 
mushrooms here, suggesting that 
expression of BCMD may be due to a 
uniquely Australian virus particle.  
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Patch Disease 

Bare patches of unproductive casing 
‘spiral’ along the affected mushroom 
bed. 
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Patch Disease 

Mushrooms express an overall 
reduction in quality which results in 
poor shelf-life. 
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Patch Disease 

Brown mushrooms develop around the 
edge of bare, unproductive patches of 
casing within the affected mushroom 
bed. 
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BCMD 

Brown mushrooms expressing in a 
BCMD-affected crop may appear 
sporadically through a crop cycle. 

Crops may appear overall to exhibit 
poor quality and open prematurely. 
Image: Fleming-Archibald et al (2015) Brown Cap Mushroom 
Virus (associated with Mushroom Virus X) prevention. 
Factsheet 02/15 - MushTV 
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Patch Disease 

Affected mushrooms may display other 
discrete symptoms such as dropped 
veils (yellow arrows), water-streaked 
stipes (white arrow) and tilted caps (red 
arrows). 
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